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What is Cultural History? has established itself as an essential guide to what
cultural historians do and how they do it. Now fully updated in its second edition,
leading historian Peter Burke offers afresh his accessible guide to the past,
present and future of cultural history, as it has been practised not only in the
English-speaking world, but also in Continental Europe, Asia, South America
and elsewhere.

Burke begins by providing a discussion of the 'classic' phase of cultural history,
associated with Jacob Burckhardt and Johan Huizinga, and of the Marxist
reaction, from Frederick Antal to Edward Thompson. He then charts the rise of
cultural history in more recent times, concentrating on the work of the last
generation, often described as the 'New Cultural History'. He places cultural
history in its own cultural context, noting links between new approaches to
historical thought and writing and the rise of feminism, postcolonial studies and
an everyday discourse in which the idea of culture plays an increasingly
important part. The new edition also surveys the very latest developments in the
field and considers the directions cultural history may be taking in the twenty-
first century.

The second edition of What is Cultural History? will continue to be an essential
textbook for all students of history as well as those taking courses in cultural,
anthropological and literary studies.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Peter Burke has done it again! Outstanding scholar of early modern Europe, Burke has added an important
work to his writings on the historian’s craft. From its nineteenth-century origins, 'cultural history' appears
here in its varied recent forms, shifting in its relation to social history, anthropology and literature, and
changing its terms, concepts and targets. Both critical and generous, Burke suggests the paths ahead. This
lucid book will delight any reader who wants to learn what contemporary historians are up to and where they
might go."
—Natalie Zemon Davis, University of Toronto

"There is no clearer, more erudite, more humane voice in the field of cultural history than that of Peter
Burke. This book is a delight, a tour in the company of a sure and steady guide to the ways men and women
in the past have tried to make sense of the world in which they live."
—Jay Winter, Yale University

Acclaim for previous edition:

"What is Cultural History? is replete with useful information. Professor Burke is excellent at giving the
reader handy sketches of the ideas of Michel de Certeau, Michel Foucault, Orientalism, the representation of
the body, material culture, and so on."
—The Year's Work in Critical and Cultural Theory

From the Back Cover
What is Cultural History? has established itself as an essential guide to what cultural historians do and how
they do it. Now fully updated in its second edition, leading historian Peter Burke offers afresh his accessible
guide to the past, present and future of cultural history, as it has been practised not only in the English-
speaking world, but also in Continental Europe, Asia, South America and elsewhere.

Burke begins by providing a discussion of the ‘classic’ phase of cultural history, associated with Jacob
Burckhardt and Johan Huizinga, and of the Marxist reaction, from Frederick Antal to Edward Thompson. He
then charts the rise of cultural history in more recent times, concentrating on the work of the last generation,
often described as the ‘New Cultural History'. He places cultural history in its own cultural context, noting
links between new approaches to historical thought and writing and the rise of feminism, postcolonial studies
and an everyday discourse in which the idea of culture plays an increasingly important part. The new edition
also surveys the very latest developments in the field and considers the directions cultural history may be
taking in the twenty-first century.

The second edition of What is Cultural History? will continue to be an essential textbook for all students of
history as well as those taking courses in cultural, anthropological and literary studies.

About the Author
Peter Burke is Professor Emeritus of Cultural History at the University of Cambridge.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Moreno:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider if those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you have it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take What is Cultural History? as your daily resource
information.

Guillermo Behler:

The actual book What is Cultural History? will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to study, this book
very suitable to you. The book What is Cultural History? is much recommended to you to see. You can also
get the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Richard Crowe:

Exactly why? Because this What is Cultural History? is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to
it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of
not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
benefits than the other book have such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking means. So ,
still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Jessica Wilson:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several books in the
top checklist in your reading list is What is Cultural History?. This book that is certainly qualified as The
Hungry Slopes can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you
can get many advantages.
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