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What choices must a biographer make when stitching the pieces of alifeinto one
coherent whole? How do we best create an accurate likeness of a private life
from the few articles that linger after death? How do we choose what gets | eft
out? Thisintriguing and witty collection of essays by an internationally
acclaimed biographer looks at how biography deals with myths and legends,
what goes missing and what can't be proved in the story of alife. Virginia
Woolf's Nose presents a variety of case-studies, in which literary biographers are
faced with gaps and absences, unprovable stories and ambiguities surrounding
their subjects. By looking at stories about Percy Bysshe Shelley's shriveled, burnt
heart found pressed between the pages of a book, Jane Austen's fainting spell,
Samuel Pepys's lobsters, and the varied versions of Virginia Woolf's life and
death, preeminent biographer Hermione Lee considers how biographers deal with
and often utilize these missing body parts, myths, and contested data to "fill in
the gaps' of alife story.

In "Shelley's Heart and Pepys's Lobsters,”" an essay dealing with missing parts
and biographical legends, Hermione L ee discusses one of the most complicated
and emotionally charged examples of the contested use of biographical sources.
"Jane Austen Faints" takes five competing versions of the same dramatic moment
in the writer's life to ask how biography deals with the private lives of famous
women. "VirginiaWoolf's Nose" looks at the way this legendary author's life has
been trandated through successive transformations, from biography to fiction to
film, and suggests there can be no such thing as a definitive version of alife.
Finally, "How to End It All" analyzes the changing treatment of deathbed scenes
in biography to show how biographical conventions have shifted, and asks why
the narrators and readers of life-stories feel the need to give special meaning and
emphasisto endings.

Virginia Woolf's Nose sheds new light on the way biographers bring their
subjectsto life as physical beings, and offers captivating new insightsinto the
drama of "life-writing".

Virginia Woolf's Nose is awitty, eloquent, and funny text by a renowned
biographer whose sensitivity to the art of telling a story about a human lifeis
unparalleled--and in creating it, Lee articulates and redefines the parameters of
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her craft.
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What choices must a biographer make when stitching the pieces of alife into one coherent whole? How do
we best create an accurate likeness of a private life from the few articles that linger after death? How do we
choose what gets left out? Thisintriguing and witty collection of essays by an internationally acclaimed
biographer looks at how biography deals with myths and legends, what goes missing and what can't be
proved in the story of alife. Virginia Woolf's Nose presents a variety of case-studies, in which literary
biographers are faced with gaps and absences, unprovable stories and ambiguities surrounding their subjects.
By looking at stories about Percy Bysshe Shelley's shriveled, burnt heart found pressed between the pages of
abook, Jane Austen's fainting spell, Samuel Pepys's |obsters, and the varied versions of VirginiaWoolf'slife
and death, preeminent biographer Hermione Lee considers how biographers deal with and often utilize these
missing body parts, myths, and contested data to "fill in the gaps' of alife story.

In "Shelley's Heart and Pepys's Lobsters," an essay dealing with missing parts and biographical legends,
Hermione L ee discusses one of the most complicated and emotionally charged examples of the contested use
of biographical sources. "Jane Austen Faints" takes five competing versions of the same dramatic moment in
the writer'slife to ask how biography deals with the private lives of famous women. "Virginia Woolf's Nose"
looks at the way this legendary author's life has been translated through successive transformations, from
biography to fiction to film, and suggests there can be no such thing as a definitive version of alife. Finaly,
"How to End It All" analyzes the changing treatment of deathbed scenesin biography to show how
biographical conventions have shifted, and asks why the narrators and readers of life-stories fedl the need to
give special meaning and emphasis to endings.

Virginia Woolf's Nose sheds new light on the way biographers bring their subjects to life as physical beings,
and offers captivating new insights into the drama of "life-writing".

Virginia Woolf's Nose is awitty, eloquent, and funny text by a renowned biographer whose sensitivity to the
art of telling a story about a human life is unparalleled--and in creating it, L ee articul ates and redefines the
parameters of her craft.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The author of an important biography of Virginia Woolf and one of Willa Cather, Leeiswell versed in the
challenges the genre poses. Where should biographers start, and how do they know where to stop? Where do
the facts of someone's life end and its fictions begin? Biographies, Lee writes, are made up of "contested
objects--relics, testimonies, versions, correspondences, the unverifiable." In four pithy, accessible and
philosophical essays, Lee scrutinizes some notable case studies while emphasizing biography's inherent
instability. She dredges up "eyewitness' accounts of the burial of Romantic poet Shelley's drowned corpse,
comparing and contrasting them to reveal mythmaking embellishments. She analyzes some of the choices
made by biographers of Samuel Pepys, whose densely detailed diaries cover only afinite period of hislife,
outside of which biographers must hypothesize. And she strikes arich vein of cultural criticism when she
examines the complex "creative trandation” of Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway into the novel The Hours by
Michael Cunningham and the 2003 film of the same name. Lamenting aspects of how the film represents
Woolf, and in particular her suicide, Lee summarizes and explores the film's reception among Woolf
scholars and lay readers alike. Lee'simmensely enjoyable study will energize debate among thoughtful
readers and should become essential reading for aficionados of literary biography.
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Review
"Lee'simmensely enjoyable study will energize debate among thoughtful readers and should become
essential reading for aficionados of literary biography."--Publishers Weekly

"Lee'stales of the battles of the biographers are gripping and vivid. Thereis alightness of touch for stories of
story-making that are often funny. . . . The noseis afunny thing anyway; stick it on to "Virginia Woolf" or
any other of the illustrious names L ee discusses, and you are bound to bring them down a peg. All part of the
biographer's power to make or unmake, sniff out or sniff at, which Lee so engagingly shows us."--Rachel
Bowlby, Financial Times

"Hermione Lee, biographer of Woolf and Willa Cather, acknowledges the 'messy, often contradictory' nature
of the craft of biography. . . . Lee concedes [that] Woolf--as any subject--will continue to be reinvented; any
life, protean and elusive, refuses to be owned."--Linda Simon, Biography

"Leeisableto give the reader an authoritative glimpse of the difficulties that must be overcome when
tackling aliterary biography. . . . Well written, insightful, and enjoyable."--Library Journal

"So many fine literary biographers are practicing that the genre itself is the subject of books with surprising
frequency. The most alluring, eccentric and thoughtful example I've come across recently is Virginia Woolf's
Nose: Essays on Biography by Dame Hermione Lee."--Geor ge Fatherling, Booksin Canada

"Monumental and long-needed. . . . So much is here for future scholars to use and appreciate from this
tremendous and substantive quarry of Stracheyan biographical material."--Jay Dickson, Woolf Studies
Annual

"The four essays are the equivalent of listening to a smart, kind and personable professor holding forth on
her favorite subject. . . . These essays are everywhere informed by the fact that Lee is such an accomplished
biographer, awriter who knows the ropes.”--Julia Keller, Chicago Tribune



"For proof of Hermione Lee's expertise in biography (or, to use the technical term, 'life-writing'), one need
only consider her massive and important Virginia Woolf. [There] isalot to like about this book: for
reminding us that Woolf herself was no apologist for the ceremony of death, which she studiously avoidsin
her fictions; ... and, for writing an accessible and literate treatment of life-writing. For this and for de-
mystifying the genre for a post-modern audience, we can thank Hermione Lee."--K aren L evenback,
Virginia Woolf Miscellany

From the Inside Flap

"This book showswhy Hermione Leeis a star among British biographers. Generous, witty, provocative, and
blissfully free of academic jargon, it takes us into the heart of the current debate about the nature and value
of lifewriting. Lee's meticulous readings constantly give rise to the largest, most challenging questions about
the genre. Playful but always wonderfully erudite, thisis a superb collection that will prove immensely
influential."--Richard Holmes, author of "Shelley: The Pursuit"

"Hermione Lee, abiographer justly noted for her scrupulous erudition, tact, and grace of expression, is
expert at sifting the telling, resonant detail from the litter of evidence that might overwhelm less observant
and meticulous minds. These concise and witty essays enrich our understanding of what, either by necessity
or choice, may go into and what may be left out of the writing of any life. Y et even when warning us of how
much is missing or guessed at in any biography, Lee doesn't let much worth knowing get by her."--Maria
DiBattista, Princeton University

"Lee hasthe rare ability to combine scrupulously careful scholarship with writing that is clear, imaginative,
witty, and simply a delight to read. In these wide-ranging essays on various aspects of "life-writing," she
takes readers behind the scenes of the biographical process, reflecting on the inevitable gaps and absences of
evidence, on the human need for stories, on the film of "The Hours," on death--as the end of alife and the
end of aLife--with singular brilliance and insight."--Jean Strouse, Director, Center for Scholars and Writers
at the New Y ork Public Library

"Lee'simmensely enjoyable study will energize debate amongthoughtful readers and should become
essential reading for aficionados of literary biography."--"Publishers Weekly"

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Billy Stinson:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important usually. The book Virginia Woolf's Nose: Essays on
Biography has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The book Virginia Woolf's Nose: Essays on
Biography is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when you sense
bored. Y ou can spend your spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship while using book
VirginiaWoolf's Nose: Essays on Biography. Y ou never really feel lose out for everything when you read
some books.

Gregory Rivera:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive now, people have do



something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by ssimply
surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for awhileisreading. That's
why, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to stay than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific Virginia Woolf's
Nose: Essays on Biography book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Pear| Minjares:

ThisVirginiaWoolf's Nose: Essays on Biography is great reserve for you because the content that is
certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. Thiskind of book reveal it information accurately using great coordinate word or we can say no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Virginia Woolf's Nose: Essays on Biography in your hand like keeping the world in your
arm, detailsin it isnot ridiculous just one. We can say that no e-book that offer you world throughout ten or
fifteen moment right but this guide already do that. So, thisreally is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs.
busy do you till doubt inwhich?

Rebecca Goza:

Isit anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Virginia Woolf's Nose: Essays on Biography can
be the answer, oh how comes? A book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your spare time by

reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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