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Thinking on Screen: Film as Philosophy is an accessible and thought-provoking
examination of the way films raise and explore complex philosophical ideas.
Written in a clear and engaging style, Thomas Wartenberg examines films’
ability to discuss, and even criticize ideas that have intrigued and puzzled
philosophers over the centuries such as the nature of personhood, the basis of
morality, and epistemological skepticism.

Beginning with a demonstration of how specific forms of philosophical discourse
are presented cinematically, Wartenberg moves on to offer a systematic account
of the ways in which specific films undertake the task of philosophy. Focusing on
the films The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, Modern Times, The Matrix,
Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, The Third Man, The Flicker, and Empire,
Wartenberg shows how these films express meaningful and pertinent
philosophical ideas.

This book is essential reading for students of philosophy with an interest in film,
aesthetics, and film theory. It will also be of interest to film enthusiasts intrigued
by the philosophical implications of film.
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films raise and explore complex philosophical ideas. Written in a clear and engaging style, Thomas
Wartenberg examines films’ ability to discuss, and even criticize ideas that have intrigued and puzzled
philosophers over the centuries such as the nature of personhood, the basis of morality, and epistemological
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Beginning with a demonstration of how specific forms of philosophical discourse are presented
cinematically, Wartenberg moves on to offer a systematic account of the ways in which specific films
undertake the task of philosophy. Focusing on the films The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance, Modern Times,
The Matrix, Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, The Third Man, The Flicker, and Empire, Wartenberg
shows how these films express meaningful and pertinent philosophical ideas.

This book is essential reading for students of philosophy with an interest in film, aesthetics, and film theory.
It will also be of interest to film enthusiasts intrigued by the philosophical implications of film.
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Editorial Review

Review

'A powerful defense of the view that films can philosophize. Characterized by its clear and lively
presentation, and by its intertwining of philosophical argument with detailed discussion of several
important films, it will be of interest not just to those studying philosophy and film but to everyone
who believes in the importance of film to our cognitive life.' – Berys Gaut, University of St Andrews, UK

About the Author

Thomas E. Wartenberg is Professor at Mount Holyoke College and author of Unlikely Couples: Movie
Romance as Social Criticism. He has edited five anthologies of philosophy and film and is film editor for
Philosophy Now.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Theresa Gordon:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important normally. The book Thinking on Screen: Film as Philosophy has been making
you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for
you. The book Thinking on Screen: Film as Philosophy is not only giving you considerably more new
information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend
time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Thinking on Screen: Film as
Philosophy. You never truly feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Peter Zimmerman:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a reserve you will get new information because book is one of various ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you studying a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this Thinking on Screen: Film as Philosophy, you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Charles Jose:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with



family or just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at
a book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Thinking on Screen:
Film as Philosophy which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's view.

Vickie Gilbert:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
leisure activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring along with can't
see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Thinking on Screen: Film as Philosophy can make you really feel more
interested to read.
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