On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might
Have Reason for Doubt

On the Historicity of Jesus

Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt

By Richard Carrier

| 1 | Download now
Read Online ©

On theHistoricity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt By
Richard Carrier

The assumption that Jesus existed as a historical person has occasionally been
guestioned in the course of the last hundred years or so, but any doubts that have
been raised have usually been put to rest in favor of imagining ablend of the
historical, the mythical and the theological in the surviving records of Jesus.
Carrier re-examines the whole question and finds compelling reasons to suspect
the more daring assumption is correct. He lays out extensive research on the
evidence for Jesus and the origins of Christianity and poses the key questions that
must now be answered if the historicity of Jesusisto survive as a dominant
paradigm. Carrier contrasts the most credible reconstruction of a historical Jesus
with the most credible theory of Christian originsif a historical Jesus did not
exist. Such atheory would posit that the Jesus figure was originally conceived of
as acelestial being known only through private revelations and hidden messages
in scripture; then stories placing this being in earth history were crafted to
communicate the claims of the gospel allegorically; such stories eventually came
to be believed or promoted in the struggle for control of the Christian churches
that survived the tribulations of the first century. Carrier finds the latter theory
more credible than has been previously imagined. He explains why it offersa
better explanation for al the disparate evidence surviving from the first two
centuries of the Christian era. He argues that we need amore careful and robust
theory of cultural syncretism between Jewish theology and politics of the second-
temple period and the most popul ar features of pagan religion and philosophy of
the time. For anyone intent on defending a historical Jesus, thisis the book to
challenge.
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The assumption that Jesus existed as a historical person has occasionally been questioned in the course of the
last hundred years or so, but any doubts that have been raised have usually been put to rest in favor of
imagining a blend of the historical, the mythical and the theological in the surviving records of Jesus. Carrier
re-examines the whole question and finds compelling reasons to suspect the more daring assumption is
correct. He lays out extensive research on the evidence for Jesus and the origins of Christianity and poses the
key questions that must now be answered if the historicity of Jesusis to survive as a dominant paradigm.
Carrier contrasts the most credible reconstruction of a historical Jesus with the most credible theory of
Christian originsif a historical Jesus did not exist. Such atheory would posit that the Jesus figure was
originally conceived of as a celestial being known only through private revelations and hidden messagesin
scripture; then stories placing this being in earth history were crafted to communicate the claims of the
gospel allegorically; such stories eventually came to be believed or promoted in the struggle for control of
the Christian churches that survived the tribulations of the first century. Carrier finds the latter theory more
credible than has been previously imagined. He explains why it offers a better explanation for al the
disparate evidence surviving from the first two centuries of the Christian era. He argues that we need a more
careful and robust theory of cultural syncretism between Jewish theology and politics of the second-temple
period and the most popular features of pagan religion and philosophy of the time. For anyone intent on
defending a historical Jesus, thisis the book to challenge.
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Editorial Review
Users Review
From reader reviews:
ValerieLittle:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing
for usto learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goadl; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. What about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you should have this On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt.

Brandon Francis:

Within other case, little people like to read book On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason
for Doubt. Y ou can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Aslong as we know about how is
important any book On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt. Y ou can add
expertise and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you
can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Kevin Shepherd:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking On the Historicity of Jesus:
Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said constantly that reading
practice only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you can pick On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have
Reason for Doubt become your personal starter.

Jeanette Williams;

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year in order to year. Aswe
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around



the world. By the book On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt we can consider
more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Simply
choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book On
the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt. Y ou can more appealing than now.
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