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In Jonah Blank's important, myth-shattering book, the West getsiits first look at
the Daudi Bohras, a unique Muslim denomination who have found the core of
their religious beliefs largely compatible with modern ideology. Combining
orthodox Muslim prayer, dress, and practice with secular education, relative
gender equality, and Internet use, this community serves as a surprising reminder
that the central values of "modernity” are hardly limited to the West.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Policy adviser to the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations and a senior editor at U.S. News and World
Report, Blank (Arrow of the Blue-Skinned God) here focuses on the Bohras, a community of Shialsmaili
Muslims from Gujarat numbering upwards of amillion worldwide. Thisis a groundbreaking work for two
reasons: it isthefirst full description of acommunity never before studied from outside, and it demonstrates
that an orthodox Islamic community can also embrace Western ideas and technology by adopting all aspects
of modern culture that are not forbidden to it. The Daudi Bohras are both "traditional” and "modern.” Blank
reviews the community's history, organizational structure, rituals, domestic life, orthopraxy, and maintenance
of community boundaries. The Bohra have dramatically improved orthopraxy among members, creating a
high level of observance of basics while increasing the educational level and scientific sophistication of the
community ("there is no conflict whatsoever between science and faith"). The author demonstrates the extent
to which Westerners have adopted aview of Islam distorted by stereotypes, fostered by media reports, and
sustained by a triumphalism about values that Westerners believe are exclusively theirs. What the Bohras
have done, Blank concludes, isto "break down the false dichotomy between modernity and tradition, to let
members of the community revel in both." This brilliant study is both academically rigorous and a welcome
introduction to the real success of this Islamic community in the modern world. Highly recommended for all
academic libraries and large public libraries. William P. Callins, Library of Congress

Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Thisisagroundbreaking work.... This brilliant study is both academically rigorous and a welcome
introduction to the real success of this Islamic community in the modern world. Highly recommended.” -
Library Journa; "[A] model piece of scholarship, the kind of work you want to give to younger scholars so
as to awaken them to the wonders and the variety of the world.... Hereis one brilliant venture by a young,
superbly trained American socia scientist who delves into the world of Indian Muslims, and renders that
world with artistry, precision, and detail." - Fouad Ajami, author of Dream Palace of the Arabs: A
Generation's Odyssey; "[Blank's] book should be read for his portrait of a group trying to carve out a place
for their practices while maintaining peaceful relations with religious activists and secularists alike, a delicate
tightrope act that he chronicleswell." - John R. Bowen, Washington Post Book World

From the Inside Flap

In thisimportant, myth-shattering book, the West getsits first look at the Daudi Bohras, a unique Muslim
denomination who have found the core of their religious beliefs largely compatible with modern ideology.
Combining orthodox Muslim prayer, dress, and practice with secular education, relative gender equality, and
Internet use, this community serves as a surprising reminder that the central values of "modernity" are hardly
limited to the West.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ryan Wysocki:

The e-book untitled Mullahs on the Mainframe: 1slam and Modernity among the Daudi Bohrasis the guide



that recommended to you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
alot of analysis when write the book, so the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. Y ou
also might get the e-book of Mullahs on the Mainframe: Islam and Modernity among the Daudi Bohras from
the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Evelyn Rodrigue:

Mullahs on the Mainframe: 1slam and Modernity among the Daudi Bohras can be one of your beginner
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonethel ess delivering the information. The article writer giving hisher effort to place every word into joy
arrangement in writing Mullahs on the Mainframe: Islam and Modernity among the Daudi Bohras but
doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource info that maybe you
can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucia considering.

Philip Edwards:

This Mullahs on the Mainframe: Islam and Maodernity among the Daudi Bohras is new way for you who has
attention to look for some information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Mullahs on
the Mainframe: 1slam and Modernity among the Daudi Bohras can be the light food to suit your needs
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get simply by anyone. These books create itself
in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes | mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book
especialy this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for aperson. So , don't miss the
item! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with knowledge.

Verna Tubbs:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those guides
have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. Through the
book Mullahs on the Mainframe: 1slam and Modernity among the Daudi Bohras we can take more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life with
that book Mullahs on the Mainframe: Islam and Modernity among the Daudi Bohras. Y ou can more
appealing than now.
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