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This sweeping exploration in eight richly illustrated parts meticulously traces the
antebellum development and performance of the federal judiciary across five
judicial districts and, until 1842, three separate circuits within the bounds of the
modern but historic U. S. Fourth Circuit (Maryland, Virginia-West Virginia, and
the Carolinas). A variety of sources, data, and approaches are used to explain the
politics of circuit and court organization as well as the selection and disparate
compensation of the district judges, court workloads, and administration.

Emphasis is placed on the roles played by the judges, including the circuit-riding
Supreme Court justices, primarily James M. Wayne and Roger B. Taney, as well
as advocates at the bar and grand juries in construing the constitutional powers
and limits on the judiciary (i.e. ''brown water'' admiralty jurisdiction), Congress
(i.e. international slave trade), and the executive branch (i.e. executive officers).
Their decisions defined nation-state relations in a sometimes benign and
sometimes confrontational states-centric polity, shepherding economic life in
adjudicating litigation involving patents, diverse maritime interests including
those of maritime labor, bankruptcy, transportation in the waning Age of Sail and
the inception of steam power technology, contracts and conveyances, and a
limited range of social control subjects from murder and mail robbery to the
Atlantic slave trade and fugitive slaves.

Part 8 treats the twilight days of the Old Republic in each of the five judicial
districts wherein the judges and court personnel faced hard choices for some and
easy choices for others amid cascading political events heralding America's
greatest constitutional crisis.

This book is part of the Legal History Series, edited by H. Jefferson Powell,
Duke University School of Law.
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This sweeping exploration in eight richly illustrated parts meticulously traces the antebellum development
and performance of the federal judiciary across five judicial districts and, until 1842, three separate circuits
within the bounds of the modern but historic U. S. Fourth Circuit (Maryland, Virginia-West Virginia, and the
Carolinas). A variety of sources, data, and approaches are used to explain the politics of circuit and court
organization as well as the selection and disparate compensation of the district judges, court workloads, and
administration.

Emphasis is placed on the roles played by the judges, including the circuit-riding Supreme Court justices,
primarily James M. Wayne and Roger B. Taney, as well as advocates at the bar and grand juries in
construing the constitutional powers and limits on the judiciary (i.e. ''brown water'' admiralty jurisdiction),
Congress (i.e. international slave trade), and the executive branch (i.e. executive officers). Their decisions
defined nation-state relations in a sometimes benign and sometimes confrontational states-centric polity,
shepherding economic life in adjudicating litigation involving patents, diverse maritime interests including
those of maritime labor, bankruptcy, transportation in the waning Age of Sail and the inception of steam
power technology, contracts and conveyances, and a limited range of social control subjects from murder and
mail robbery to the Atlantic slave trade and fugitive slaves.

Part 8 treats the twilight days of the Old Republic in each of the five judicial districts wherein the judges and
court personnel faced hard choices for some and easy choices for others amid cascading political events
heralding America's greatest constitutional crisis.

This book is part of the Legal History Series, edited by H. Jefferson Powell, Duke University School of Law.
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Editorial Review

Review
''Fish's mastery of the secondary literature on the federal courts in the antebellum era is impressive...The
Carolina Academic Press's lavish presentation will be attractive to practitioners as well as scholars. Fish's
Federal Justice on the Mid-Atlantic South: United States Courts from Maryland to the Carolinas, 1836-1861
is truly a remarkable achievement and sets a high standard for similar works on the nineteenth-century
federal courts.'' --James M. Denham, The Journal of Southern History

About the Author
Peter Fish is Professor Emeritus of Political Science and Law at Duke University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Irizarry:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Federal Justice in the Mid-Atlantic South: United
States Courts from Maryland to the Carolinas, 1836 1861 ended up being making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
reserve Federal Justice in the Mid-Atlantic South: United States Courts from Maryland to the Carolinas,
1836 1861 is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the
book Federal Justice in the Mid-Atlantic South: United States Courts from Maryland to the Carolinas, 1836
1861. You never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Cedric Barnett:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to
beach, or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Federal Justice in the Mid-Atlantic South: United States Courts
from Maryland to the Carolinas, 1836 1861 can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to
you.

Helen Butts:

Why? Because this Federal Justice in the Mid-Atlantic South: United States Courts from Maryland to the
Carolinas, 1836 1861 is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter



it will jolt you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining
means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book
have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Stephanie Hopkins:

The book untitled Federal Justice in the Mid-Atlantic South: United States Courts from Maryland to the
Carolinas, 1836 1861 contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means.
The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
that. The book was written by famous author. The author gives you in the new time of literary works. You
can read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book
throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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