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Cynthia Moss has studied the elephants in Kenya's Amboseli National Park for
over twenty-seven years. Her long-term research has revealed much of what we
now know about these complex and intelligent animals. Here she chronicles the
lives of the members of the T families led by matriarchs Teresia, Slit Ear, Torn
Ear, Tania, and Tuskless. With a new afterword catching up on the families and
covering current conservation issues, Moss's story will continue to fascinate
animal lovers.

"One is soon swept away by this 'Babar' for adults. By the end, one even begins
to feel an aversion for people. One wants to curse human civilization and cry out,
'Now God stand up for the elephants!'"—Christopher Lehmann-Haupt, New York
Times

"Moss speaks to the general reader, with charm as well as scientific authority. . . .
[An] elegantly written and ingeniously structured account." —Raymond
Sokolov, Wall Street Journal

"Moss tells the story in a style so conversational . . . that I felt like a privileged
visitor riding beside her in her rickety Land-Rover as she showed me around the
park." —Sarah Blaffer Hrdy, New York Times Book Review

"A prose-poem celebrating a species from which we could learn some moral as
well as zoological lessons." —Chicago Tribune
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Amboseli National Park, near Mt. Kilimanjaro in southern Kenya, is home ground to some 600 elephants;
this herd has been relatively free from human interference and was a major focus for field study. Moss,
author of Portraits in the Wild, has been involved with the elephants of Amboseli since 1973; she and her
colleagues have made a substantial contribution to our knowledge of elephant biology and behavior. Here,
she follows one extended family through 13 years of good times and bad times, observing details of their
daily lives. The book is organized by year and topic: each chapter begins with a synthesized narrative that
introduces a single phase of lifesuch as mating, migration, social behavior, births and calves (this is the first
study of elephant newborns and their development)that relates to family history. This is a captivating story of
individual animals', rather than the author's, adventures. Moss affirms the old tale about elephants assisting
one of their own who is injured or dying; she also reports that they recognize bare and bleached bones of
their species. Any reader interested in animals will be captivated. Photos.
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Moss builds upon earlier elephant studies, such as Iain and Oria Douglas-Hamilton's Among the Elephants
(1975), by producing a complete census of the elephants in one area, Amboseli National Park in Kenya, and
focusing on population dynamics and such little-understood behavior as childbearing and -raising. Moss
focuses on a single family and uses semi-fictionalized episodes written from the elephants' point of view to
generate sympathy, but also provides detailed and objective information. Her final chapter addresses the
problems of elephant control and conservation, arguing pragmatically that ivory dealers have a stake in
preserving the species. Suitable for both general libraries and zoological collections. Beth Clewis, S.I.L.S.,
Univ. of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Cynthia F. Moss is a professor of psychology and member of the Institute for Systems Research at the
University of Maryland, College Park. She is the coeditor of Neuroethological Studies on Cognitive and
Perceptual Processes.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Pimentel:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Elephant Memories: Thirteen Years in the Life of an Elephant
Family book is readable through you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
provide to you. The writer regarding Elephant Memories: Thirteen Years in the Life of an Elephant Family
content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in
the written content but it just different such as it. So , do you even now thinking Elephant Memories:
Thirteen Years in the Life of an Elephant Family is not loveable to be your top record reading book?



Evelina Soria:

The knowledge that you get from Elephant Memories: Thirteen Years in the Life of an Elephant Family is
the more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get considering reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Elephant Memories: Thirteen Years in the Life of an
Elephant Family giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in particular way
that can be understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this reserve is well-known enough.
This kind of book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can
go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this specific Elephant
Memories: Thirteen Years in the Life of an Elephant Family instantly.

Rick Briones:

This Elephant Memories: Thirteen Years in the Life of an Elephant Family are reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Elephant Memories: Thirteen Years in the
Life of an Elephant Family can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you more than
just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Elephant Memories: Thirteen Years in the Life of an
Elephant Family giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of
critical thinking that could it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Rickie Miller:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching
from it. It is identified as of book Elephant Memories: Thirteen Years in the Life of an Elephant Family. You
can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and
make anyone happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
location to other place.
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