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This authoritative volume changes our conceptions of "imperial" and "African"
history. Frederick Cooper gathers a vast range of archival sources to achieve a
truly comparative study of colonial policy toward African labor forces. He shows
how African trade union and political leaders used the new language of social
change to claim equality and a share of power. In the end, Britain and France
could not reshape African society. As they left the continent, the question was
how they had affected the ways in which Africans could reorganize society
themselves.
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Editorial Review

Review
"His book provides a monumental account of major stage in this mediation..." Ralph A. Austen, American
Historical Review

"This is a magnificantly researched and richly detailed account of the complex struggles over labour and
colonial policies in French and British Africa." Jane Parpart, International History Review

"...a formidable book. ...not only in its length, but also in the prodigious range of its archival sources, and the
brilliance and variety of its case studies. ...its theoretical ambition sets this book apart from conventional
work in labor history. Cooper successfully combines the insights of discourse analysis with the strenghts of
social history. This is a superb analysis of the colonial state that at the same time constitutes a major
breakthrough in African labor history. It convinces by the sheer excellence of its historical research as well
as the careful contextualization of its unremittingly theoretical vision. It deserves to be read well beyond the
normal bounds of African studies." Christiane Harzig, Labor History

"This is a formidable book. It is formidable not only in its length, but also in thr prodigious rangeof its
archival sources, and its brillianceand variety of its case studies" Labour History

"This is an important book by a leading Africanist labor historian." Michael O. West, Journal of Social
History

"...elegant and erudite...." Sara Berry, Africa Today

"One has come to expect insightful historical analysis from Frederick Cooper, and his latest work does not
diappoint. In size, scope, and depth this is a big book, drawing heavily on original research.... Gracefully
written subtle, ironic, andprofound, it is a very important book as well." David Northup, Historian

"Frederick Cooper's work has consistently deserved the favorable and excited attention it has received. This
book, like the rest of his corpus, is extensively researched and extremely original. The field of African
historical studies is once again in debt to this fine scholar." Richard Rathbone, Int'l Jrnl of Afri Hist Soc

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Flynn:

The book Decolonization and African Society: The Labor Question in French and British Africa (African
Studies) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the great thing like a book Decolonization and African Society: The Labor Question in French and British
Africa (African Studies)? Wide variety you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that will
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share
all of these. Book Decolonization and African Society: The Labor Question in French and British Africa



(African Studies) has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Louis Watson:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along
with soon. The Decolonization and African Society: The Labor Question in French and British Africa
(African Studies) will give you new experience in studying a book.

Richard Harden:

Beside that Decolonization and African Society: The Labor Question in French and British Africa (African
Studies) in your phone, it can give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The
information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel
like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have Decolonization and African Society:
The Labor Question in French and British Africa (African Studies) because this book offers for your
requirements readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot
be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss it? Find this book and read
it from at this point!

Guadalupe Hauser:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but also novel and Decolonization and African Society: The Labor
Question in French and British Africa (African Studies) or maybe others sources were given information for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science guide was created
for teacher or students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional
case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Decolonization and African Society: The Labor Question
in French and British Africa (African Studies) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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