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In his recent writings on religion and secularization, Habermas has challenged
reason to clarify its relation to religious experience and to engage religions in a
constructive dialogue. Given the global challenges facing humanity, nothing is
more dangerous than the refusal to communicate that we encounter today in
different forms of religious and ideological fundamentalism.

Habermas argues that in order to engage in this dialogue, two conditions must be
met: religion must accept the authority of secular reason as the fallible results of
the sciences and the universalistic egalitarianism in law and morality; and
conversely, secular reason must not set itself up as the judge concerning truths of
faith. This argument was developed in part as a reaction to the conception of the
relation between faith and reason formulated by Pope Benedict XVI in his 2006
Regensburg address.

In 2007 Habermas conducted a debate, under the title ‘An Awareness of What Is
Missing', with philosophers from the Jesuit School for Philosophy in Munich.
This volume includes Habermas's essay, the contributions of his interlocutors and
Habermas's reply to them. It will be indispensable reading for anyone who
wishes to understand one of the most urgent and intractable issues of our time.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Social scientists spent most of the past century trying to work out why the world was failing to live up to
their expectations: why was there still so much rural idiocy, and why was religion refusing to go away? No
one has brought more intellectual heft to these problems than Jürgen Habermas."
Jonathan Rée, New Humanist

"A very significant contribution to the renewed faith–reason dialogue."
Reviews in Religion and Theology

"The book contains five insightful essays and begins with an excellent overiew of Habermas's new view of
religion, its development, and the subsequent discussion."
The Ecumenist

"The value of this slim but suggestive volume lies as much in what it does — bringing the voices of reason
and faith together in respectful debate — as in what it says. If not more so."
Common Knowledge

From the Back Cover
In his recent writings on religion and secularization, Habermas has challenged reason to clarify its relation to
religious experience and to engage religions in a constructive dialogue. Given the global challenges facing
humanity, nothing is more dangerous than the refusal to communicate that we encounter today in different
forms of religious and ideological fundamentalism.

Habermas argues that in order to engage in this dialogue, two conditions must be met: religion must accept
the authority of secular reason as the fallible results of the sciences and the universalistic egalitarianism in
law and morality; and conversely, secular reason must not set itself up as the judge concerning truths of faith.
This argument was developed in part as a reaction to the conception of the relation between faith and reason
formulated by Pope Benedict XVI in his 2006 Regensburg address.

In 2007 Habermas conducted a debate, under the title ‘An Awareness of What Is Missing’, with philosophers
from the Jesuit School for Philosophy in Munich. This volume includes Habermas’s essay, the contributions
of his interlocutors and Habermas’s reply to them. It will be indispensable reading for anyone who wishes to
understand one of the most urgent and intractable issues of our time.

About the Author
Jürgen Habermas is Emeritus Professor of Philosophy at Johann Wolfgang Goethe University of Frankfurt.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jose Murry:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or



all their friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled An Awareness of What is Missing: Faith and
Reason in a Post-secular Age can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Ray Davis:

The reason why? Because this An Awareness of What is Missing: Faith and Reason in a Post-secular Age is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you
with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret
it. This book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I have been you
I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Corey Smith:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying An Awareness of What is Missing:
Faith and Reason in a Post-secular Age that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through
reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
much better then how they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading routine only for the
geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start
reading through as your good habit, you could pick An Awareness of What is Missing: Faith and Reason in a
Post-secular Age become your personal starter.

Luis Gazaway:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book An Awareness of What is Missing: Faith
and Reason in a Post-secular Age to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading talent is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you
enjoy to study it and mingle the sensation about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you
to like to start a book and read it. Beside that the publication An Awareness of What is Missing: Faith and
Reason in a Post-secular Age can to be your brand new friend when you're experience alone and confuse
with what must you're doing of these time.
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