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The 1960 publication of We Hold These Truths marked a significant event in the
history of modern American thought. Since that time, Sheed & Ward has kept the
book in print and has published several studies of John Courtney Murray'slife
and work. We are proud to present a new edition of this classic text, which
features a comprehensive introduction by Peter Lawler that places Murray in the
context of Catholic and American history and thought while revealing his
relevance today.

From the new Introduction by Peter Lawler:

The Jesuit John Courtney Murray (1904-67) was, in histime, probably the best
known and most widely respected American Cathaolic writer on the relationship
between Cathalic philosophy and theology and his country's political life. The
highpoint of hisinfluence was the publication of We Hold These Truths in the
same year as an election of our country'sfirst Catholic president. Those two
events were celebrated by a Time cover story (December 12, 1960) on Murray's
work and influence. The story's author, Protestant Douglas Auchincloss, reported
that it was "The most relentlessly intellectual cover story I've done." His
amazingly wide ranging and dense?if not altogether accurate?account of
Murray's thought was crowned with a smart and pointed conclusion: "If anyone
can help U.S. Catholics and their non-Catholic countrymen toward the
disagreement that precedes understanding?John Courtney Murray can.”

... Murray'swork, of course, is treated with great respect and has had
considerable influence, but now it's time to begin to think of him as one of
Americas very few genuine political philosophers. His disarmingly lucid and
accessible prose has caused his book to be widely cited and celebrated, but it still
is not well understood. It is both praised and blamed for reconciling Catholic
faith with the fundamental premises of American political life. It is praised by
liberals for paving the way for Vatican I1's embrace of the American idea of
religious liberty, and itis
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The 1960 publication of We Hold These Truths marked a significant event in the history of modern American
thought. Since that time, Sheed & Ward has kept the book in print and has published several studies of John
Courtney Murray's life and work. We are proud to present a new edition of this classic text, which features a
comprehensive introduction by Peter Lawler that places Murray in the context of Catholic and American
history and thought while revealing his relevance today.

From the new Introduction by Peter Lawler:

The Jesuit John Courtney Murray (1904-67) was, in histime, probably the best known and most widely
respected American Catholic writer on the relationship between Catholic philosophy and theology and his
country's political life. The highpoint of hisinfluence was the publication of We Hold These Truths in the
same year as an election of our country's first Catholic president. Those two events were celebrated by a
Time cover story (December 12, 1960) on Murray's work and influence. The story's author, Protestant
Douglas Auchincloss, reported that it was " The most relentlessly intellectual cover story I've done." His
amazingly wide ranging and dense?if not altogether accurate?account of Murray's thought was crowned with
asmart and pointed conclusion: "If anyone can help U.S. Catholics and their non-Catholic countrymen
toward the disagreement that precedes understanding?John Courtney Murray can."

... Murray'swork, of course, istreated with great respect and has had considerable influence, but now it's
time to begin to think of him as one of America's very few genuine political philosophers. His disarmingly
lucid and accessible prose has caused his book to be widely cited and celebrated, but it till is not well
understood. It is both praised and blamed for reconciling Catholic faith with the fundamental premises of
American political life. It is praised by liberals for paving the way for Vatican 11's embrace of the American
idea of religious liberty, and it is
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Father John Courtney Murray was one of America's foremost theologians. Bornin New Y ork City in
1904, he held degrees from Boston College, Woodstock College, and the Gregorian University in Rome,
where he received his doctorate in theology. He was professor of theology at Woodstock College and editor
of Theological Sudiesfor over twenty-five years.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brandon Li:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled We Hold These Truths: Catholic Reflections on the American Proposition (A
Sheed & Ward Classic). Try to the actual book We Hold These Truths: Catholic Reflections on the American
Proposition (A Sheed & Ward Classic) as your good friend. It meansthat it can to be your friend when you
really feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Y eah, it is very fortuned for you.
The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we
should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Dawn Williams:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With studying you can get alot
of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about
advantage about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
children, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet alwaystry to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of
them isthis We Hold These Truths: Catholic Reflections on the American Proposition (A Sheed & Ward
Classic).

Julie Slocum:

In this period of time globalization it isimportant to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information
much easier to share. Y ou can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can view that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is We Hold These Truths: Catholic Reflections on the American Proposition
(A Sheed & Ward Classic) thisreserve consist alot of the information in the condition of this world now.



This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for
explainit is easy to understand. The particular writer made some research when he makes this book. Here is
why this book suitable al of you.

Virginia Hause:

This We Hold These Truths. Catholic Reflections on the American Proposition (A Sheed & Ward Classic) is
brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information asit relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having
small amount of digest in reading this We Hold These Truths: Catholic Reflections on the American
Proposition (A Sheed & Ward Classic) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this
particular book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form and that is reachable by
anyone, that'swhy | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in publication form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy thisreserve isthe answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a guide especially this one.
Y ou can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't missit! Just read this e-book
sort for your better life and aso knowledge.
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