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Though often misunderstood in the West, the works of Toru Takemitsu (1930-
1996) deserve attention beyond their native land. Although he wrote most of his
music for Western instruments in international contemporary concert style, to be
played by performers trained in the European musical tradition, lists and scores
of his music have been difficult to obtain. Designed for use by musicians,
scholars, and program directors who need compact, understandable information
on Takemitsu, but who are unfamiliar with Japanese language and music, this
bio-bibliography--including sections on his works, performances, films scores,
recordings, and writings--will be invaluable to musicians, scholars, journalists,
and music directors alike.

The annotations of the entries are especially useful in determining answers to
such questions as what instruments are needed to perform a piece, what should be
said about a film or composition in a program note, what analysis or
interpretation of a work is appropriate or has been done before, and what
Takemitsu himself has said or written about each work. Siddon's fully cross-
referenced volume offers information on approximately 150 compositions, 100
film scores, 250 audio recordings, and 500 bibliographical items, while the
biography places the composer's life in the milieu of post-Pacific War Japan and
contemporary music in Japan, Europe, and the United States.
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Though often misunderstood in the West, the works of Toru Takemitsu (1930-1996) deserve attention
beyond their native land. Although he wrote most of his music for Western instruments in international
contemporary concert style, to be played by performers trained in the European musical tradition, lists and
scores of his music have been difficult to obtain. Designed for use by musicians, scholars, and program
directors who need compact, understandable information on Takemitsu, but who are unfamiliar with
Japanese language and music, this bio-bibliography--including sections on his works, performances, films
scores, recordings, and writings--will be invaluable to musicians, scholars, journalists, and music directors
alike.

The annotations of the entries are especially useful in determining answers to such questions as what
instruments are needed to perform a piece, what should be said about a film or composition in a program
note, what analysis or interpretation of a work is appropriate or has been done before, and what Takemitsu
himself has said or written about each work. Siddon's fully cross-referenced volume offers information on
approximately 150 compositions, 100 film scores, 250 audio recordings, and 500 bibliographical items,
while the biography places the composer's life in the milieu of post-Pacific War Japan and contemporary
music in Japan, Europe, and the United States.
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Editorial Review

Review
"The Takemitsu bio-bibliography of James Siddons is a marvelously thorough and wonderfully organized
work. In addition to its cogent and elegantly written biography, his imaginative and highly useful general
categorizations of works according to genre, instrumentation, and theme complement beautifully the detailed
performance, critical, and programmatic information given for almost every concert work. Particularly
impressive are the ways in which Siddons clarifies relationships between works (self-borrowing, for
example) and provides, where they exist, Japanese titles in Japanese characters. In addition to the book's
comprehensive discography and multilingual bibliography, the section on Takemitsu's music for film and
television provides a wonderful springboard for future Takemitsu research. This book is a must for any
music library; all students of either twentieth-century Japan or Japanese music are deeply indebted to the
author."-Notes: Journal of the Music Library Association

"[s]erves as a useful reference book for future Takemitsu scholars and performers....[S]iddons's meticulous
work os an important achievement as the first volume concerning a Japanese composer in Greenwood's
reliable Bio-Bibliographies in Music series....[a]re indispensable guides for future explorers of Toru
Takemitsu."-Journal of Japanese Studies

"Ýs¨erves as a useful reference book for future Takemitsu scholars and performers....ÝS¨iddons's meticulous
work os an important achievement as the first volume concerning a Japanese composer in Greenwood's
reliable Bio-Bibliographies in Music series....Ýa¨re indispensable guides for future explorers of Toru
Takemitsu."-Journal of Japanese Studies

?[s]erves as a useful reference book for future Takemitsu scholars and performers....[S]iddons's meticulous
work os an important achievement as the first volume concerning a Japanese composer in Greenwood's
reliable Bio-Bibliographies in Music series....[a]re indispensable guides for future explorers of Toru
Takemitsu.?-Journal of Japanese Studies

?The Takemitsu bio-bibliography of James Siddons is a marvelously thorough and wonderfully organized
work. In addition to its cogent and elegantly written biography, his imaginative and highly useful general
categorizations of works according to genre, instrumentation, and theme complement beautifully the detailed
performance, critical, and programmatic information given for almost every concert work. Particularly
impressive are the ways in which Siddons clarifies relationships between works (self-borrowing, for
example) and provides, where they exist, Japanese titles in Japanese characters. In addition to the book's
comprehensive discography and multilingual bibliography, the section on Takemitsu's music for film and
television provides a wonderful springboard for future Takemitsu research. This book is a must for any
music library; all students of either twentieth-century Japan or Japanese music are deeply indebted to the
author.?-Notes: Journal of the Music Library Association

Language Notes
Text: English, Japanese

About the Author

JAMES SIDDONS is a Methodist minister in Virginia, and is active as a composer and author. His website



is www.JamesSiddons.com. He is the author of five books, including Anthony Milner: A Bio-Bibliography
(Greenwood, 1989), and has contributed to The New Grove Dictionary of Music and Musicians.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joshua Canfield:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Toru Takemitsu: A Bio-Bibliography (Bio-
Bibliographies in Music) ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Toru Takemitsu: A Bio-Bibliography
(Bio-Bibliographies in Music) is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your guide. Try to make
relationship with the book Toru Takemitsu: A Bio-Bibliography (Bio-Bibliographies in Music). You never
experience lose out for everything when you read some books.

Jason Serrano:

The knowledge that you get from Toru Takemitsu: A Bio-Bibliography (Bio-Bibliographies in Music) could
be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but Toru Takemitsu: A Bio-Bibliography
(Bio-Bibliographies in Music) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having that Toru Takemitsu: A Bio-Bibliography (Bio-Bibliographies in Music) instantly.

Ruby Guillen:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Toru Takemitsu: A
Bio-Bibliography (Bio-Bibliographies in Music) suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer
in this era. Often the book untitled Toru Takemitsu: A Bio-Bibliography (Bio-Bibliographies in Music)is a
single of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know prior to. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of
the world with this book.

Tamara Reams:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just lying
down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Toru Takemitsu: A Bio-Bibliography (Bio-
Bibliographies in Music) can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are thus out of



date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?
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