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Why did thefirst civilizations emer ge when and where they did? How did
Islam become a unifying forcein theworld of its birth? What enabled the
West to project its goods and power around the world from the fifteenth
century on? Why was agricultur e invented seven times and the steam engine
just once?

World-historical questions such as these, the subjects of major works by Jared
Diamond, David Landes, and others, are now of great moment as global frictions
increase. In aspirited and original contribution to this quickening discussion, two
renowned historians, father and son, explore the webs that have drawn humans
together in patterns of interaction and exchange, cooperation and competition,
since earliest times. Whether small or large, loose or dense, these webs have
provided the medium for the movement of ideas, goods, power, and money
within and across cultures, societies, and nations. From the thin, localized webs
that characterized agricultural communities twelve thousand years ago, through
the denser, more interactive metropolitan webs that surrounded ancient Sumer,
Athens, and Timbuktu, to the electrified global web that today envelops virtualy
the entire world in a maelstrom of cooperation and competition, J. R. McNeill
and William H. McNeill show human webs to be a key component of world
history and arevealing framework of analysis. Avoiding any determinism,
environmental or cultural, the McNeills give us a synthesizing picture of the big
patterns of world history in arich, open-ended, concise account.
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Why did thefirst civilizations emer ge when and wher e they did? How did 1slam become a unifying
forcein theworld of itsbirth? What enabled the West to project its goods and power around the
world from the fifteenth century on? Why was agriculture invented seven times and the steam engine
just once?

World-historical questions such as these, the subjects of major works by Jared Diamond, David Landes, and
others, are now of great moment as global frictionsincrease. In a spirited and original contribution to this
quickening discussion, two renowned historians, father and son, explore the webs that have drawn humans
together in patterns of interaction and exchange, cooperation and competition, since earliest times. Whether
small or large, loose or dense, these webs have provided the medium for the movement of ideas, goods,
power, and money within and across cultures, societies, and nations. From the thin, localized webs that
characterized agricultural communities twelve thousand years ago, through the denser, more interactive
metropolitan webs that surrounded ancient Sumer, Athens, and Timbuktu, to the electrified global web that
today envelops virtually the entire world in a maelstrom of cooperation and competition, J. R. McNeill and
William H. McNeill show human webs to be a key component of world history and arevealing framework of
analysis. Avoiding any determinism, environmental or cultural, the McNeills give us a synthesizing picture
of the big patterns of world history in arich, open-ended, concise account.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The spread of agriculture, the growth of world religions and the rise of European civilization to world
dominance are some of the themes explored in this engrossing addition to the distinctive McNeill brand of
broad-brush macro-history. The motor of history thistime is the growing "web" of interactions-weaving
together hunter-gatherer bands, then civilizations and finally the whole world-by which people, goods,
diseases and ideas spread. Asit binds ever more people ever more tightly, the web both brings them into
conflict and lets them share and build on each other's achievements; thus Columbus's extension of the web to
the Americas led to conquest but also to the exchange of New World potatoes and maize for Old World
horses and smallpox. The father-son historian duo also revisit ideas from William's previous books,
discussing the co-evolution of humans and micrabes, the uneasy symbiaosis between warrior elites and the
farmers they protect and exploit, and the social solidarity imparted by group singing and dancing. More
ecological than humanistic, the McNeill outlook sees conflict and cooperation as twin outcomes of the
struggle for survival that drives devel opments in technology, political organization, social habits and even
religious beliefs. This approach can be reductionist (Europe's vibrant civil society is said to spring from its
use of mold-board plows); and asimpersonal historical meta-agents go, the trendy "web" conceit isless
substantive and fertile than other McNeill brainstorms. Still, this concise and beautifully written synthesis
brims with revealing insights that make history comprehensible and enthralling. 25 illus., maps.

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

J.R. and father William, both history professors, unravel the various webs that have connected humans
through time.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
A brilliant synthesis of world history...vivid and illuminating. -- Foreign Affairs, May/June 2003

Exhilarating .... If you read The Human Web you will never again look at a globe in the same way. -- Fritz
Lanham, Houston Chronicle

[An] irresistably readable work of popular history...with colorful material about everything from...Genghis
Khan to...global warming. -- Los Angeles Times, 30 April 2003

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mark Gibson:

This The Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World History book is not ordinary book, you have after that it
theworld isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book will be information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read alot of information you will
get. Thiskind of The Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World History without we realize teach the one
who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry The Human Web:



A Bird's-Eye View of World History can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or
bookshelves turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even phone. This The
Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World History having fine arrangement in word and layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Mar gar et Jackson:

People livein this new time of lifestyle aways aim to and must have the extratime or they will get lot of
stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely yes.
People is human not only arobot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you have when the spare
time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
is actually The Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World History.

Robbie L ewis:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the seaworld or hanging out with palsis thing that usually
you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really opposite from
that. A single activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love The Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World
History, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still would like to missit? What kind
of hangout typeisit? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
called reading friends.

Williams Carter:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying The Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View
of World History that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading
behavior al over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably better then how
they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky individual
but for al of you who wantsto possibly be success person. So , for al of you who want to start studying as
your good habit, you could pick The Human Web: A Bird's-Eye View of World History become your starter.
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