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"One of the great historic controversiesin philosophy," according to Bertrand
Russell, isthat between empiricists--"best represented by the British
philosophers, Locke, Berkeley, and Hume'--and rationalists. This book sets the
empiricistsin their contemporary and cultural context, examines their various
approaches to philosophy, and highlights the significance of their ideas to 20th-
century thinking. By focusing on what the "empiricists" actually have to say,
rather than on their classification as such, Woolhouse incidentally shows how
unreliable these conventional labels can be.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Among the strengths of the book is Woolhouse's treatment of empiricism as both atheory and a
methodology. He accurately notes, for example, that Bacon was primarily motivated by empiricism asa
method of inquiry while others, like Locke, provided more theoretical accounts of the view called
"empiricism"....In addition, the book is easy to read, and athough of necessity it contains agreat deal of
philosophical jargon, that jargon is amost always explained in such away asto make it comprehensible to
an educated reader....Ideal for a graduate student who is preparing for general examsin the history of
philosophy, or for an instructor who, after along time of not teaching such material, islooking for a good
source covering the major issues that might be treated in an undergraduate course whose focusis on
empiricism." Teaching Philosophy

From the Back Cover

'One of the great historic controversiesin philosophy' was how Bertrand Russell described the ideological
conflict between rationalist and empiricists-the conflict between reason and experience as sources of
knowledge and ideas.

About the Author
R. S. Woolhouse is Reader in Philosophy at the University of Y ork.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Evan Hinson:

As people who livein the particular modest era should be revise about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erathat is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by looking at books. It isagood choice for yourself but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Empiricists (A History of
Western Philosophy) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Shirley Morales:

The feeling that you get from The Empiricists (A History of Western Philosophy) will be the more deep you
looking the information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to know but The Empiricists (A History of Western Philosophy) giving you buzz
feeling of reading. The copy writer conveystheir point in a number of way that can be understood by means
of anyone who read the idea because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book



also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that The Empiricists (A History of
Western Philosophy) instantly.

Bonnie Lugo:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better
to share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, alot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Empiricists (A History of Western Philosophy) this e-book consist a
lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented so why isthe
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. The actual
writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book appropriate al of you.

William Leone:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native or
citizen need book to know the revise information of year for you to year. As we know those publications
have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book The Empiricists (A History of Western Philosophy) we can acquire more advantage. Don't
one to be creative people? To be creative person must love to read a book. Just simply choose the best book
that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with this book The Empiricists (A
History of Western Philosophy). Y ou can more inviting than now.
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