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Next to the incomparable Mrs. Pollifax, Dorothy Gilman’s best-loved character is
the mysterious Madame Karitska, who is blessed with a powerful gift of
clairvoyance that attracts to her a stream of men and women craving help with
their misfortunes, desperate to know what the future holds. . . .

When a brilliant young violinist dies in a horrific accident, Madame Karitska has
only to hold the victim’s instrument in her hands to perceive the shocking truth.
But when an insecure wife asks whether her husband will abandon her to join a
sinister cult, Madame Karitska–as wise as she is lovely–chooses not to reveal all
that she foresees. And when an attaché case is suddenly dropped into her lap by a
man fleeing a crowded subway, she knows it’s time to consult her good friend
Detective-Lieutenant Pruden.

A nine-year-old accused of murder, a man dying a slow death by witchcraft– for
the hunted and the haunted, Madame Karitska’s shabby downtown apartment
becomes a haven, where brilliant patterns of violence, greed, passion, and strange
obsessions mix and disintegrate with stunning, kaleidoscopic beauty.

Once again Dorothy Gilman exercises her own uncanny power to render readers
spellbound.

From the Hardcover edition.
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When a brilliant young violinist dies in a horrific accident, Madame Karitska has only to hold the victim’s
instrument in her hands to perceive the shocking truth. But when an insecure wife asks whether her husband
will abandon her to join a sinister cult, Madame Karitska–as wise as she is lovely–chooses not to reveal all
that she foresees. And when an attaché case is suddenly dropped into her lap by a man fleeing a crowded
subway, she knows it’s time to consult her good friend Detective-Lieutenant Pruden.

A nine-year-old accused of murder, a man dying a slow death by witchcraft– for the hunted and the haunted,
Madame Karitska’s shabby downtown apartment becomes a haven, where brilliant patterns of violence,
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Fans of Gilman's Mrs. Pollifax series will welcome this tantalizing sequel to The Clairvoyant Countess
(1975), whose psychic heroine is adept at psychometry, "the faculty of divining knowledge about an object
or a person connected with it through contact with the object." Here Madame Karitska and her friend on the
Trafton police force, Detective Lieutenant Pruden, share a series of adventures in which they confront the
heartless killer of a talented young violinist, save a deaf-mute child from the accusations of her supposed
benefactress, help a spoiled heiress find a purpose in life and assist a timid artist to gain confidence and
fame. A travel writer suffering from a mysterious illness, a beautiful little boy who can't speak and, finally,
Roger Gillespie, an intelligence officer on the trail of a rogue genius who plans doomsday from his
headquarters at an electronics company in Maine all bring their pains and problems to Madame Karitska's
shabby brownstone, where they find not only solace and solutions but frequently soul mates among her other
clients. One wonders if the author herself is psychic, for the mad scientist's plan to bring the world to a halt
bears an uncanny resemblance to the unfolding terror of the past few months. Hopefully, Gilman won't wait
another quarter century before she brings back Madame Karitska, if nothing else to explain the sudden,
rather stingy ending of this fascinating, kaleidoscopic potpourri.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Madame Karitska's trade as a fortune-teller attracts a strange array of clients, including an artistic woman
whose husband abandons her to join a religious cult and an Italian immigrant with a "cursed" child. Karitska
also helps her good friend, Detective-Lieutenant Pruden, solve the hit-and-run death of a young violinist and
the murder of a local philanthropist. Her most troubling case, however, occurs when a subway incident
leaves her with an attache case full of diamonds. This well-written, episodic adventure, with a generous and
charming Old World heroine who first appeared 25 years ago in The Clairvoyant Countess, will appeal to
many, especially fans of Gilman's Mrs. Polifax series.
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
The author of the Mrs. Pollifax novels returns to a character she hasn't revisited in decades--the charming
clairvoyant Madame Karitska. While the chapters tell an intertwined and progressive tale, many of them are
also small mysteries in themselves. Although the characterizations are featherweight, the writing moves as
gracefully and attractively as the madame, who works by psychometry, holding an object that was in close
contact with the person she is reading. She brings those who love together, provides just the right nudge to
get a father and daughter back in touch, and helps an artist to recognize her talent. She lives in genteel
shabbiness in an urban brownstone and has a large collection of friends and acquaintances--police officers,
painters, ex-cons, former Viennese neighbors. She's also been very young and poor in Kabul, and one of the
gossamer subplots involves some nearly overlooked terrorist threats. A light read with some heavy
underpinnings. GraceAnne DeCandido
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


Donna Wood:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
are reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Kaleidoscope (Madame Karitska).

Reginald Hunter:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Kaleidoscope (Madame Karitska). You can choose the
best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is important any book Kaleidoscope
(Madame Karitska). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In
this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You need to use it
when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Maria Clyburn:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the particular information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind
of e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel
happy read one having theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Kaleidoscope (Madame
Karitska) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Blair Gant:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Kaleidoscope (Madame Karitska) can be
the solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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