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A celebrated theologian explores how the greatest dangers to humanity, as
well as the greatest promises for human flourishing, are at the intersection
of religion and globalization

More than almost anything else, globalization and the great world religions are
shaping our lives, affecting everything from the public policies of political
leaders and the economic decisions of industry bosses and employees, to
university curricula, all the way to the inner longings of our hearts. Integral to
both globalization and religions are compelling, overlapping, and sometimes
competing visions of what it means to live well.
 
In this perceptive, deeply personal, and beautifully written book, a leading
theologian sheds light on how religions and globalization have historically
interacted and argues for what their relationship ought to be. Recounting how
these twinned forces have intersected in his own life, he shows how world
religions, despite their malfunctions, remain one of our most potent sources of
moral motivation and contain within them profoundly evocative accounts of
human flourishing. Globalization should be judged by how well it serves us for
living out our authentic humanity as envisioned within these traditions. Through
renewal and reform, religions might, in turn, shape globalization so that can be
about more than bread alone.
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A celebrated theologian explores how the greatest dangers to humanity, as well as the greatest
promises for human flourishing, are at the intersection of religion and globalization

More than almost anything else, globalization and the great world religions are shaping our lives, affecting
everything from the public policies of political leaders and the economic decisions of industry bosses and
employees, to university curricula, all the way to the inner longings of our hearts. Integral to both
globalization and religions are compelling, overlapping, and sometimes competing visions of what it means
to live well.
 
In this perceptive, deeply personal, and beautifully written book, a leading theologian sheds light on how
religions and globalization have historically interacted and argues for what their relationship ought to be.
Recounting how these twinned forces have intersected in his own life, he shows how world religions, despite
their malfunctions, remain one of our most potent sources of moral motivation and contain within them
profoundly evocative accounts of human flourishing. Globalization should be judged by how well it serves
us for living out our authentic humanity as envisioned within these traditions. Through renewal and reform,
religions might, in turn, shape globalization so that can be about more than bread alone.
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Editorial Review

Review

“Volf brilliantly weaves several strands of argument into an ambitious brief for the positive functions of
religion in today’s global village, where the negative consequences of religion are too often written in the
blood of innocents.”—Publishers Weekly, starred review
(Publishers Weekly)

“Volf convincingly tackles one of the most important issues of the twenty-first century: how we can have a
peaceful religious pluralism together with healthy globalisation. He not only gives the facts and analyses the
situation perceptively, he also has the depth of understanding of a range of religions to produce a practical
way forward that is both realistic and attractive.”—David F. Ford, University of Cambridge
(David F. Ford)

“Miroslav Volf's prophetic voice brings a new perspective to the question of what it means to live the good
life in a world shaped by globalization.”—John J. DeGioia, Georgetown University
(John J. DeGioia)

“In Flourishing, Miroslav Volf offers us an enthralling analysis of the mutual interplay between
globalization and the world’s great religions, along with an inspiring vision of how great faiths can be
enlarged rather than threatened by diversity. An outstanding and timely work by one of the great theologians
of our time.”—Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks
(Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks)

“The contemporary globalized world offers a bewildering scene: horrifying acts of religious hatred and
cruelty exist alongside zones where people of different religions live in unprecedented mutual respect, even
friendly exchange. Digging deep into the sources of his own, Christian faith, Volf offers an insightful and
penetrating answer to both these questions.”—Charles Taylor, McGill University
(Charles Taylor)

“Make no mistake: everyone who cares about either the church or the world should read this book.”—Greg
Forster, Gospel Coalition
(Greg Forster Gospel Coalition)

“This is a powerful book. It offers a strong critique of attempts to merge religion and politics, even as it
affirms the need for public engagement in pursuit of flourishing of the entire creation. Take and read. It’s
that important! In this book a path toward peace is revealed.”—Robert D. Cornwall, Englewood Review of
Books
(Robert D. Cornwall Englewood Review of Books)

From the Author

From Miroslav Volf's Flourishing:
 
Despite his fierce anger against God for letting him suffer in a communist labor camp as an innocent man



and a socialist, my father, at the time a teenager on the brink of death, embraced faith in God—as he tells the
story, it was God who embraced him!—and ended up a Pentecostal believer. The family into which I was
born was a faith-island, an austere but beautiful and nurturing social microenvironment. With my first cry as
a newborn, I learned that not all forms of religiosity are “religions” in the pejorative sense—mind-shutting
and freedom-trampling cultural edifices used as instruments of social control.
 
The Pentecostal movement started some forty years before my father’s conversion, in Los Angeles, 6,318
miles as the crow flies from the camp where he, a 45-kilogram man, was condemned to carry 80-kilogram
sacks on his back. Pentecostalism’s founder was William Seymour (1870–1922), a black man and the son of
former slaves; he was in charge of the multiracial and multiethnic mother congregation from which
Pentecostalism spread worldwide. Seymour’s faith became my father’s faith because a Slovenian migrant
worker had converted in the United States and returned back home to spread the good news. Within a single
century, the faith of a downtrodden black man from the New World had engulfed the entire globe, shaped the
lives of more than half a billion human beings, and garnered the sympathies of prominent religious leaders
like Pope Francis. Earlier and closer to home, it delivered my father from death and made him into a new
man.

About the Author

Miroslav Volf is the Henry B. Wright Professor of Theology at Yale University and the author of several
books, including Exclusion and Embrace, winner of the Louisville Grawemeyer Award in Religion.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Fred Polak:

Book will be written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading talent was fluently. A e-book Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a Globalized
World will make you to become smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about
every little thing. But some of you think that open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make you
fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Eric Sanders:

The book Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a Globalized World can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a Globalized World? Some of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a Globalized World has
simple shape however you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world
by open up and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.



Isaiah Owens:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. In your case
who want to start reading a new book, we give you this Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a Globalized
World book as nice and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Lola Behrendt:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
people do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Flourishing: Why We Need Religion in a Globalized World, it is possible to tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.
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