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Who makes our cities, and what part do everyday users have in the design of
cities? This book powerfully shows that city-making is a social process and
examines the close relationship between the social and physical shaping of urban
environments.

With cities taking a growing share of the global population, urban forms and
urban experience are crucial for understanding social injustice, economic
inequality and environmental challenges. Current processes of urbanization too
often contribute to intensifying these problems; cities, likewise, will be central to
the solutions to such problems. Focusing on a range of cities in developed and
developing contexts, Cities by Design highlights major aspects of contemporary
urbanization: urban growth, density and sustainability; inequality, segregation
and diversity; informality, environment and infrastructure.

Offering keen insights into how the shaping of our cities is shaping our lives,
Cities by Design provides a critical exploration of key issues and debates that
will be invaluable to students and scholars in sociology and geography,
environmental and urban studies, architecture, urban design and planning.
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Who makes our cities, and what part do everyday users have in the design of cities? This book powerfully
shows that city-making is a social process and examines the close relationship between the social and
physical shaping of urban environments.

With cities taking a growing share of the global population, urban forms and urban experience are crucial for
understanding social injustice, economic inequality and environmental challenges. Current processes of
urbanization too often contribute to intensifying these problems; cities, likewise, will be central to the
solutions to such problems. Focusing on a range of cities in developed and developing contexts, Cities by
Design highlights major aspects of contemporary urbanization: urban growth, density and sustainability;
inequality, segregation and diversity; informality, environment and infrastructure.

Offering keen insights into how the shaping of our cities is shaping our lives, Cities by Design provides a
critical exploration of key issues and debates that will be invaluable to students and scholars in sociology and
geography, environmental and urban studies, architecture, urban design and planning.
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Editorial Review

Review

"She brings to the fore a wealth of research from design, planning, and development studies and offers for
her own part a compelling view of urban form and place making that complicates common assumptions—in
sociology and planning alike—about the nature of cities in the 21st century."
American Journal of Sociology

"A momentous work of uncommon intelligence and clarity that packs a powerful political punch."
Morning Star

''Finally, a book on urban design that gets close to the formal and informal practices, the material, social and
virtual matter, and the deliberate and deliberative impulses that make and unmake cities. Fran Tonkiss offers
a whole new repertoire of possibilities to help fashion the liveable and democratic city.''
Ash Amin, University of Cambridge

''Tonkiss is among the most insightfully spatial of urban sociologists and uses this social-spatial acuity to re-
design urban design as “the social life of urban form”. Cities by Design re-opens the old claim that urban
design can become a convergent focus for critical thinking and effective practice across all disciplines and
professions. Tonkiss applies her expanded vision of design to such controversial issues as density and
sprawl, inequality and injustice, segregation and diversity, ordinary urbanism and informality, environmental
racism and sustainability, never losing touch with practical, political, and policy implications.''
Edward Soja, UCLA

About the Author
Fran Tonkiss is Reader in Sociology and Director of the Cities Programme at the London School of
Economics and Political Science. She is author, among other books, of Space, The City and Social Theory
(Polity, 2005), and Market Society: Markets and Modern Social Theory (Polity, 2001, with Don Slater), and
is managing editor of Economy and Society and former editor of the British Journal of Sociology.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Joyce Bullock:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person
who don't like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Cities by Design: The Social Life of Urban Form.



Robert Burke:

The book Cities by Design: The Social Life of Urban Form gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make examining a book Cities by
Design: The Social Life of Urban Form to become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages,
like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a publication Cities by Design: The Social Life of Urban Form.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you
think about this book?

Ernest Poole:

The book Cities by Design: The Social Life of Urban Form can give more knowledge and information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Cities by Design: The Social Life
of Urban Form? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim which book can give many
information for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or
data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Cities by
Design: The Social Life of Urban Form has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function
for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

James Valenzuela:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, classifieds,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended to your account is Cities by Design: The Social Life of Urban Form this guide
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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