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From the early years of the Common Erato 1700, Indian intellectuals explored
with unparalleled subtlety the place of emotion in art. Their investigations led to
the deconstruction of art's formal structures and broader inquiries into the
pleasure of tragic tales. Rasa, or taste, was the word they chose to describe art's
aesthetics, and their passionate effort to pin down these phenomena became its
own remarkable act of creation.

Thisbook isthe first in any language to follow the evolution of rasafrom its
origins in dramaturgical thought?a concept for the stage?to its flourishing in
literary thought?a concept for the page. A Rasa Reader incorporates primary texts
by every significant thinker on classical Indian aesthetics, many never translated
before. The arrangement of the selections captures the intellectual dynamism that
has powered this debate for centuries. Headnotes explain the meaning and
significance of each text, a comprehensive introduction summarizes major
threads in intellectual-historical terms, and critical endnotes and an extensive
bibliography add further depth to the selections. The Sanskrit theory of emotion
inart is one of the most sophisticated in the ancient world, a precursor of the
work being done today by critics and philosophers of aesthetics. A Rasa Reader's
conceptual detail, historical precision, and clarity will appeal to any scholar
interested in afull portrait of global intellectual development.

A Rasa Reader istheinaugural book in the Historical Sourcebooksin
Classical Indian Thought series, edited by Sheldon Pollock. These text-based
books guide reader sthrough the most important forms of classical Indian
thought, from epistemology, rhetoric, and hermeneuticsto astral science,
yoga, and medicine. Each volume provides fresh trandations of key works,
headnotes to contextualize selections, a compr ehensive analysis of major
lines of development within the discipline, and exegetical and text-critical
endnotes, aswell as a bibliography. Designed for comparativists and
interested general readers, Historical Sourcebooksisalso a great resource
for advanced scholar s seeking authoritative commentary on challenging
works.
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From the early years of the Common Erato 1700, Indian intellectuals explored with unparalleled subtlety the
place of emotion in art. Their investigations led to the deconstruction of art's formal structures and broader
inquiriesinto the pleasure of tragic tales. Rasa, or taste, was the word they chose to describe art's aesthetics,
and their passionate effort to pin down these phenomena became its own remarkable act of creation.

Thisbook isthe first in any language to follow the evolution of rasafrom its origins in dramaturgical
thought?a concept for the stage?o its flourishing in literary thought?a concept for the page. A Rasa Reader
incorporates primary texts by every significant thinker on classical Indian aesthetics, many never translated
before. The arrangement of the selections captures the intellectual dynamism that has powered this debate for
centuries. Headnotes explain the meaning and significance of each text, a comprehensive introduction
summarizes major threads in intellectual -historical terms, and critical endnotes and an extensive bibliography
add further depth to the selections. The Sanskrit theory of emotion in art is one of the most sophisticated in
the ancient world, a precursor of the work being done today by critics and philosophers of aesthetics. A Rasa
Reader's conceptual detail, historical precision, and clarity will appeal to any scholar interested in afull
portrait of global intellectual devel opment.

A Rasa Reader istheinaugural book in the Historical Sourcebooksin Classical Indian Thought series,
edited by Sheldon Pollock. These text-based books guide reader s through the most important for ms of
classical Indian thought, from epistemology, rhetoric, and hermeneuticsto astral science, yoga, and
medicine. Each volume provides fresh tranglations of key works, headnotes to contextualize selections,
a comprehensive analysis of major lines of development within the discipline, and exegetical and text-
critical endnotes, aswell as a bibliography. Designed for compar ativists and interested general
readers, Historical Sourcebooksisalso a great resource for advanced scholar s seeking authoritative
commentary on challenging works.
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Editorial Review

Review

A Rasa Reader isthe product of enormous erudition in both the Indian and European traditions of the
philosophy and science of aesthetics, and it will make a unique and powerful contribution to scholarsin
several areas. No other work of which | am aware enables even the lay reader to grasp the elusive concept of
rasa, its relationship to the psychology of emotion, and the way in which successive authors redefined the
meaning and locus of the aesthetic response. (Robert Goldman, University of California, Berkeley)

A Rasa Reader marks a serious contribution to scholarship on rasa and promises to shape the field for along
time to come. Thereis certainly no one work in English or any other language that covers anything like the
ground this one does. (Lawrence McCrea, Cornell University)

A Rasa Reader is a monumental achievement not only in giving clear trandations of difficult Sanskrit texts
on aesthetics but also in making complicated arguments comprehensible to the general reader. It isthe
missing cornerstone in the increasing availability of premodern South Asialiterature in reliable trandation. It
is now possible for the curious reader to find his or her way with some depth into a once impenetrable field.
(Stephen Owen, Harvard University)

Framed by Sheldon Pollock's magisterial introduction and commentary, A Rasa Reader opens out a
panoramic view of one of the world's great aesthetic traditions, whose adherents blend philosophical rigor
and poetic insight as they advance, dispute, and refine theories of the nature and effects of artistic expression.
Discerning readers of this luminous anthology will 'become intoxicated by it'?as the great poet-critic Dandin
said of poetry?like bees by honey.' (David Damrosch, Harvard University)

Pollock recounts the core aesthetic concept of rasa by tracking its transformations, extensions, and
exclusions. From its early appearance as aterm specific to dramato its flowering as a hybrid concept
bringing together emotion, eroticism, cuisine, devotion, authenticity, and response, rasa makes sense of
aesthetic experiences but in away that doesn't and shouldn't reduce to any of its near-equivalents in Greek or
German philosophies of the beautiful. Comparative literature gains immensely from this detailed, historically
differentiated anthology with itsilluminating introduction. (Haun Saussy, University of Chicago)

In this bold, comprehensive, and bracing foray into classical India, Pollock confirms his reputation as a
pioneering intellectual historian?the rare kind that creates a vast new field of inquiry and scholarship while
provoking reappraisals of existing ideas, assumptions, and concepts. (Pankaj Mishra, author of Fromthe
Ruins of Empire: The Intellectuals Who Remade Asia)

This much-needed sourcebook in classical Indian aesthetics covers the period from roughly the early part of
the Common Erato 1700, with afocus on emotion in art and the famous theory of rasa (a polysemous word
that Sheldon Pollock correctly trandates in the aesthetic context as “taste”). . . . We should be grateful to
Pollock for many years of honest, hard, scholarly work resulting in this excellent, magisterial reader. (Saam
Trivedi Journal of Asian Sudies)

About the Author
Sheldon Pollock is the Arvind Raghunathan Professor of Sanskrit and South Asian Studies at Columbia
University. His publicationsinclude Literary Culturesin History: Reconstructions from South Asia (2003);



The Language of the Gods in the World of Men: Sanskrit, Culture, and Power in Premodern India (2006);
and World Philology (2015). He is founding general editor of the Murty Classical Library of India, recipient
of the Padma Shri award from the Government of India, and fellow of the American Academy of Arts and
Sciences.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Matthew Fry:

In other case, littleindividuals like to read book A Rasa Reader: Classical Indian Aesthetics (Historical
Sourcebooks in Classical Indian Thought). Y ou can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book.
Aslong as we know about how isimportant some sort of book A Rasa Reader: Classical Indian Aesthetics
(Historical Sourcebooksin Classical Indian Thought). Y ou can add information and of course you can
around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From
your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple thing until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open abook as well as searching by internet gadget. It is
called e-book. Y ou can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's learn.

Leona Hicks:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love A Rasa Reader: Classical Indian Aesthetics
(Historical Sourcebooksin Classical Indian Thought), you are able to enjoy both. It is good combination
right, you still need to missit? What kind of hang typeisit? Oh seriously its mind hangout guys. What? Still
don't obtain it, oh come on itsidentified as reading friends.

Margarita Culbertson:

The book untitled A Rasa Reader: Classical Indian Aesthetics (Historical Sourcebooksin Classical Indian
Thought) contain alot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The
language is very simple to implement al the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read this.
The book was published by famous author. The author will take you in the new period of time of literary
works. Y ou can read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the
book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice study.

Eric Kinlaw:

Reading areserve make you to get more knowledge from it. Y ou can take knowledge and information
coming from abook. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news.
On this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media



social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
in search of the A Rasa Reader: Classical Indian Aesthetics (Historical Sourcebooksin Classical Indian
Thought) when you desired it?
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