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Critics often warn that American schools are failing, and that our students areill-
prepared for the challenges the future holds, and may even be "the dumbest
generation." We can think of these claims as warning about a Stupidity
Epidemic. This essay begins by tracing the history of the idea of that American
students, teachers, and schools are somehow getting worse; the record shows that
critics have been issuing such warnings for more than 150 years. It then examines
four sets of datathat speak to whether educational deterioration is taking place.
First, data on educational attainment show a clear trend: more students are
getting more education. Second, standardized test scores suggest that American
students are performing somewhat better; certainly most test scores do not
indicate that students are getting worse. Third, measures of popular knowledge
also show evidence of improvement. Fourth, thereis clear evidence that 1Q
scores have been rising. In other words, the best available evidence fails to
support claims about a Stupidity Epidemic. The essay then turns to exploring
several reasons why belief in educational declineis so common, and concludes
by suggesting some more useful ways to think about educational problems.

The goal of this new, unique Seriesisto offer readable, teachable "thinking
frames" on today’ s social problems and social issues by leading scholars, al in
short 60 page or shorter formats, and available for view on

http://routl edge.customgateway.com/routledge-social -issues.html

For instructors teaching awide range of courses in the social sciences, the
Routledge Social Issues Collection now offers the best of both worlds: originally
written short texts that provide "overviews" to important socia issues aswell as
teachabl e excerpts from larger works previously published by Routledge and
other presses.
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Critics often warn that American schools are failing, and that our students are ill-prepared for the challenges
the future holds, and may even be "the dumbest generation." We can think of these claims as warning about a
Stupidity Epidemic. This essay begins by tracing the history of the idea of that American students, teachers,
and schools are somehow getting worse; the record shows that critics have been issuing such warnings for
more than 150 years. It then examines four sets of data that speak to whether educational deteriorationis
taking place. First, data on educational attainment show a clear trend: more students are getting more
education. Second, standardized test scores suggest that American students are performing somewhat better;
certainly most test scores do not indicate that students are getting worse. Third, measures of popular
knowledge also show evidence of improvement. Fourth, there is clear evidence that 1Q scores have been
rising. In other words, the best available evidence fails to support claims about a Stupidity Epidemic. The
essay then turns to exploring severa reasons why belief in educational declineis so common, and concludes
by suggesting some more useful ways to think about educational problems.

The goa of this new, unique Seriesisto offer readable, teachable "thinking frames" on today’ s social
problems and social issues by leading scholars, all in short 60 page or shorter formats, and available for view
on http://routledge.customgateway.com/routledge-social-issues.html

For instructors teaching awide range of courses in the social sciences, the Routledge Social Issues Collection
now offers the best of both worlds: originally written short texts that provide "overviews" to important social
issues as well as teachable excerpts from larger works previously published by Routledge and other presses.
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Editorial Review
About the Author

Joel Best is Professor of Sociology and Criminal Justice at the University of Delaware. His work focuses on
deviance and the sociology of social problems. His most recent books are "Socia Problems’ (2008), " Stat-
Spotting: A Field Guide to Identifying Dubious Data" (2008), and "Everyone'sa Winner: Lifein Our
Congratulatory Culture" (2011).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Eleonora Plunkett:

The book The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America s Future (Framing 21st
Century Social Issues) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou need to use to make your
capable much more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem
using your subject. If you can make reading abook The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students,
Schools, and America’ s Future (Framing 21st Century Social Issues) for being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about afew or all subjects. Y ou may
know everything if you like wide open and read a book The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students,
Schools, and America’ s Future (Framing 21st Century Socia Issues). Kinds of book are several. It means
that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Nicole Reagan:

Precisely why? Because this The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America' s
Future (Framing 21st Century Social Issues) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for
you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it isgood for you for not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you alot of positive aspects than the
other book get such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking approach. So, still want to hold
up having that book? If | had been you | will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Nicholas Tapia:

Reading a book being new life stylein this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
go through a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read



education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and also
soon. The The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America's Future (Framing 21st
Century Social Issues) will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Katherine Holt:

That publication can make you to fedl relax. This particular book The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About
Students, Schools, and America' s Future (Framing 21st Century Social Issues) was colourful and of course
has pictures on the website. As we know that book The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students,
Schools, and America' s Future (Framing 21st Century Social 1ssues) has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So, not at al of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading in which.

Download and Read Online The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying
About Students, Schools, and America’s Future (Framing 21st
Century Social |ssues) By Joel Best #OUXA201WFDZ



Read The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools,
and America’ s Future (Framing 21st Century Social | ssues) By Joel
Best for online ebook

The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America’' s Future (Framing 21st Century
Social Issues) By Joel Best Free PDF dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap
books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online,
online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The Stupidity Epidemic:
Worrying About Students, Schools, and America' s Future (Framing 21st Century Social I1ssues) By Joel Best
books to read online.

Online The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America’s
Future (Framing 21st Century Social Issues) By Joel Best ebook PDF download

The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America’s Future (Framing 21st
Century Social |ssues) By Jodl Best Doc

The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America’s Future (Framing 21st Century Social | ssues)
By Joel Best M obipocket

The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America’s Future (Framing 21st Century Social | ssues)
By Joel Best EPub

UXA201IWFDZ: The Stupidity Epidemic: Worrying About Students, Schools, and America’s Future (Framing 21st
Century Social |ssues) By Joel Best



