The Amazing Paper Cuttings of Hans
Christian Andersen

By Beth Wagner Brust

Read Online ©

The Amazing Paper Cuttings of Hans Christian Andersen By Beth Wagner
Brust

Hans Christian Andersen, the Danish storyteller whose fairy tales are known all
over the world, was also a gifted artist. He made hundreds, perhaps thousands, of
paper cuttings of swans, clowns, toy theaters, windmills, angels, and other
whimsical images. Often he made the paper cuttings whiletelling a story, then
gave them to the children listening to him. In this inspired biography, Beth
Wagner Brust tells the story of Andersen as an artist who used his many talents
to escape the poverty into which he was born and who entertained others with not
only hisfamous stories but aso hisinnovative and origina art.
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Hans Christian Andersen, the Danish storyteller whose fairy tales are known al over the world, was also a
gifted artist. He made hundreds, perhaps thousands, of paper cuttings of swans, clowns, toy theaters,
windmills, angels, and other whimsical images. Often he made the paper cuttings while telling a story, then
gave them to the children listening to him. In this inspired biography, Beth Wagner Brust tells the story of
Andersen as an artist who used his many talents to escape the poverty into which he was born and who
entertained others with not only his famous stories but also his innovative and original art.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

The whimsical, often astonishingly complex paper cuttings executed by Hans Christian Andersen serve as
the subject as well asthe principal illustrations of this attractively designed book. Striking cutouts, typically
from white or light-colored paper, are set off by dramatic black backgrounds. A succinct text outlines the
major events in Andersen's life, from his childhood in a slum of Odense to hislater career as a celebrated
writer. As Brust emphasizes, Andersen's paper cuttings were an integral part of his storytelling
performances: he cut while he spoke, unfolding afinished piece at the end of histale. A final chapter
describes some of Andersen's paper-cutting techniques and discusses the history of that art form. An
intriguing glimpse of the famous author's lesser-known talent. Ages 7-9.

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journa

Grade 5 Up-As astoryteller, Andersen relied on simple language and dramatic gestures to tap the
imagination of hislisteners. Sometimes, it seems, he also supplemented his tellings with the making of paper
cuttings, a popular craft in the mid-19th century. Brust provides a skeleton biography of Andersen using
anecdotal reports of some of the occasions when he employed his handicraft to entertain children, capture a
scene during histravels, and even as a sort of universal language when in aforeign country. The more than
20 reproductions demonstrate his imaginative use of materials. While none illustrate any of his stories, many
cuttings demonstrate his skill in liberating intricate shapes and in designing complex, interlocking
compositions. Nevertheless, the use of "amazing" in thetitle isabit of an exaggeration. Rather, the book's
valueisin showing alittle-known facet of the man's personality. The writing is direct and informative and
uses quotations from letters and diaries to spice up the simple prose; the chapter on the art of paper cutting is
auseful presentation of the technical processes. An unusual book that combines biography and crestivity.
Kenneth Marantz, Art Education Department, Ohio State University, Columbus

Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 3-6. Well known today as awriter of fairy tales, Andersen was also admired in his time for his paper
cuttings. To entertain his audience, and possibly himself, while telling stories aloud, he would take a piece of
paper and a pair of scissors and, folding and cutting, create a design. Of the hundreds or perhaps thousands
he made, some 250 still exist. Brust tells the story of Andersen'slife, with special emphasis on how, why,
where, and for whom he made the paper cuttings. She also explains the basics of his style and how it differed
from traditional silhouette cutting in technique and results. Black-and-white illustrations, photographs of the
man and his distinctive cutouts, provide helpful points of reference throughout the text. Attractivein format
and well written, the book provides a fine introduction to this aspect of Andersen's creative life. Carolyn
Phelan

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tammi Kendrick:

The book The Amazing Paper Cuttings of Hans Christian Andersen can give more knowledge and also the


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like
abook The Amazing Paper Cuttings of Hans Christian Andersen? Some of you have a different opinion
about publication. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely appropriate.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you may share all of these. Book The Amazing Paper Cuttings of Hans Christian Andersen has
simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world
by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Elizabeth Smith:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic in the park.
They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The Amazing Paper Cuttings of Hans Christian Andersen can be great
book to read. May beit can be best activity to you.

Mario Curtin:

The book untitled The Amazing Paper Cuttings of Hans Christian Andersen contain alot of information on
it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the
people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The
author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have anice
read.

Karen Delamor a:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many query for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Amazing Paper Cuttings of Hans Christian
Andersen or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you
feel wish to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those
publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In various other case, beside science e-book, any
other book likes The Amazing Paper Cuttings of Hans Christian Andersen to make your spare time
considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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