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When sixteen-year-old Hannah Sheraton is arrested for the murder of her
stepgrandfather, the chief justice of the California Supreme court, her distraught
mother turns to her old college roommate, Josie Baylor-Bates, for help. Josie,
once a hot-shot criminal defense attorney, left the fast track behind for a small
practice in Hermosa Beach, California. But Hannah Sheraton intrigues her and,
when the girl is charged as an adult, Josie cannot turn her back. But the deeper
she digs the more Josie realizes that politics, the law and family relationships
create a combustible and dangerous situation. When the horrible truth is
uncovered it can save Hannah Sheraton or destroy them both.

"This story was inspired by a case my husband handled. As a superior court
judge he had to sentence a minor to life in prison. It made me wonder how I felt
about minors arrested for violent crimes. Are they most vulnerable among us -
capable or horrible violence, perceived as adults and yet emotionally still
children?" Rebecca Forster

"An enthralling read, with colorful, well-developed characters and the unique
atmosphere of the California beach communities." Nancy Taylor Rosenberg

"Blending complex psychological character portraits with spot-on accurage
courtroom drmaa, Forster's riveting legal thriller keeps the plot twists coming
until the last, satisfying page." - Alafair Burke
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When sixteen-year-old Hannah Sheraton is arrested for the murder of her stepgrandfather, the chief justice of
the California Supreme court, her distraught mother turns to her old college roommate, Josie Baylor-Bates,
for help. Josie, once a hot-shot criminal defense attorney, left the fast track behind for a small practice in
Hermosa Beach, California. But Hannah Sheraton intrigues her and, when the girl is charged as an adult,
Josie cannot turn her back. But the deeper she digs the more Josie realizes that politics, the law and family
relationships create a combustible and dangerous situation. When the horrible truth is uncovered it can save
Hannah Sheraton or destroy them both.

"This story was inspired by a case my husband handled. As a superior court judge he had to sentence a minor
to life in prison. It made me wonder how I felt about minors arrested for violent crimes. Are they most
vulnerable among us - capable or horrible violence, perceived as adults and yet emotionally still children?"
Rebecca Forster

"An enthralling read, with colorful, well-developed characters and the unique atmosphere of the California
beach communities." Nancy Taylor Rosenberg

"Blending complex psychological character portraits with spot-on accurage courtroom drmaa, Forster's
riveting legal thriller keeps the plot twists coming until the last, satisfying page." - Alafair Burke
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Editorial Review

Review

5.0 out of 5 stars awesome book!, January 4, 2012
By 
Patty (CORVALLIS, OREGON, US) - See all my reviews
Amazon Verified Purchase(What's this?)
This review is from: HOSTILE WITNESS (legal thriller, thriller) (The Witness Series,#1) (Kindle
Edition)
This book was so well written. It kept me guessing up to the end. I recommend it to anyone who loves a
great mystery with romance. 
Help other customers find the most helpful reviews 
Was this review helpful to you? Yes No
Report abuse | Permalink
Comment Comment
5.0 out of 5 stars A fantastic thrill ride, January 4, 2012
By 
L. Smith (Upstate New York) - See all my reviews
(REAL NAME)   
Amazon Verified Purchase(What's this?)
This review is from: HOSTILE WITNESS (legal thriller, thriller) (The Witness Series,#1) (Kindle
Edition)
This book had it all. Everything I enjoy in a legal thriller was in this story. Characters who tug at both your
heart and your mind. Courtroom scenes that produce great drama and insight. Twists and turns galore. Fights
that are NOT over the top. Family drama as well as legal drama. I am very glad that I took the time to read
the sample...then download and finish the whole thing!
Help other customers find the most helpful reviews 
Was this review helpful to you? Yes No
Report abuse | Permalink
Comment Comment
1 of 1 people found the following review helpful:
5.0 out of 5 stars i am now a big fan!!!, January 3, 2012
By 
shopper "shopper" - See all my reviews
This review is from: HOSTILE WITNESS (legal thriller, thriller) (The Witness Series,#1) (Kindle
Edition)
i never thought id become a fan of rebecca forster.. i mean i was a loyal john grisham, dean koontz and
richard north patterson.. now im going to add up her books to my collection!

From the Author
I love this book because I feel the characters so strongly. Josie, Hannah, Archer and all their beach crew are
as alive to me as if they lived in Hermosa Beach on the Strand. I didn't know how special they would become
when I wrote Hostile Witness though. It was never meant to be the beginning of a series. The editor who
originally published this book suggested that I continue on, and I'm so glad she did. This book was inspired
by a case my husband had (he's a judge). He had to sentence a sixteen-year-old boy to life in the adult prison



for a horrendous murder. I started to wonder how I felt about teenagers being tried as adults and that one
thought led me down many roads.  I am particularly intrigued by Hannah's relationship with her mother and
Josie. I hope you will be, too.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Dudley:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well,
probably you will want this HOSTILE WITNESS: A Josie Bates Thriller (The Witness Series Book 1).

Daniel McCullough:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to learn a book. When you examine a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
HOSTILE WITNESS: A Josie Bates Thriller (The Witness Series Book 1) offer you a new experience in
studying a book.

Suzanne Brooke:

That publication can make you to feel relax. That book HOSTILE WITNESS: A Josie Bates Thriller (The
Witness Series Book 1) was multi-colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book
HOSTILE WITNESS: A Josie Bates Thriller (The Witness Series Book 1) has many kinds or variety. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think that you are
the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.

Bridget Dell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just seeking
the HOSTILE WITNESS: A Josie Bates Thriller (The Witness Series Book 1) when you necessary it?
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