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Kristin Cashore’s bestselling, award-winning fantasy Graceling tells the story of
the vulnerable-yet-strong Katsa, a smart, beautiful teenager who lives in a world
where selected people are given a Grace, a special talent that can be anything
from dancing to swimming. Katsa’s is killing. As the king’s niece, she is forced
to use her extreme skills as his thug. Along the way, Katsa must learn to decipher
the true nature of her Grace… and how to put it to good use. A thrilling, action-
packed fantasy adventure (and steamy romance!) that will resonate deeply with
adolescents trying to find their way in the world. This ebook includes a sample
chapter of BITTERBLUE. 
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
If you had the power to kill with your bare hands, what would you do with it?

Graceling takes readers inside the world of Katsa, a warrior-girl in her late teens with one blue eye and one
green eye. This gives her haunting beauty, but also marks her as a Graceling. Gracelings are beings with
special talents—swimming, storytelling, dancing. Katsa's Grace is considered more useful: her ability to
fight (and kill, if she wanted to) is unequaled in the seven kingdoms. Forced to act as a henchman for a
manipulative king, Katsa channels her guilt by forming a secret council of like-minded citizens who carry
out secret missions to promote justice over cruelty and abuses of power.

Combining elements of fantasy and romance, Cashore skillfully portrays the confusion, discovery, and angst
that smart, strong-willed girls experience as they creep toward adulthood. Katsa wrestles with questions of
freedom, truth, and knowing when to rely on a friend for help. This is no small task for an angry girl who had
eschewed friendships (with the exception of one cousin that she trusts) for her more ready skills of self-
reliance, hunting, and fighting. Katsa also comes to know the real power of her Grace and the nature of
Graces in general: they are not always what they appear to be.

Graceling is the first book in a series, and Kristin Cashore’s first work of fiction. It sets up a vivid world
with engaging characters that readers will certainly look forward to following beyond the last chapter of this
book. (Ages 14 and up) --Heidi Broadhead

From School Library Journal
Starred Review. Grade 8 Up—In this debut fantasy novel, Cashore treats readers to compelling and
eminently likable characters and a story that draws them in from the first paragraph. In Katsa's world, the
"Graced," those gifted in a particular way, are marked by eyes that are different colors. Katsa's Grace is that
she is a gifted fighter, and, as such, she is virtually invincible. She is in the service of her tyrannical uncle,
king of one of the seven kingdoms, and she is forced to torture people for infractions against him. She has
secretly formed the Council, which acts in the service of justice and fairness for those who have been
accused and abused. Readers meet her as she is rescuing the father of the Lienid king, who has been
abducted. The reasons for his capture are part of a tightening plot that Katsa unravels and resolves, with the
help of Prince Po, the captive's grandson. He has his own particular Grace, and he becomes Katsa's lover and
partner in what becomes a mortally dangerous mission. Cashore's style is exemplary: while each detail helps
to paint a picture, the description is always in the service of the story, always helping readers to a greater
understanding of what is happening and why. This is gorgeous storytelling: exciting, stirring, and accessible.
Fantasy and romance readers will be thrilled.—Sue Giffard, Ethical Culture Fieldston School, New York City
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Feared as a killer since her childhood, Lady Katsa uses her unusual Grace (superhuman
gift) in the service of her uncle, King Randa. She is beginning to rebel against his orders to kill or maim his
more disloyal subjects when her path crosses that of Po. A young foreign prince with a mysterious Grace as
well as wisdom beyond his years, Po convinces Katsa that she can stand up to the brutal king and put her
gift to better uses. When Katsa joins Po on a quest, she throws herself headlong into a rescue mission and
finds romance, self-knowledge, and justice along the way. Although many fantasy writers create intriguing
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alternate worlds and worthy adventures, as Cashore does in this well-imagined novel, she also offers
believable characters with enough depth, subtlety, and experience to satisfy older readers. Katsa is a heroine
who can physically overpower most men she meets, yet her strength is not achieved by becoming manlike.
She may care little for fine clothes, but from her first kill to her first experience of lovemaking, Katsa’s
womanhood is integral to her character. An impressive first novel, this well-crafted and rewarding fantasy
will leave readers hoping for more. Grades 9-12. --Carolyn Phelan

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Edward Rideout:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled Graceling (Graceling Realm Book 1). Try to face the book Graceling
(Graceling Realm Book 1) as your friend. It means that it can being your friend when you really feel alone
and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new
experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Dolores Schreiber:

The reason? Because this Graceling (Graceling Realm Book 1) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits
than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still
want to postpone having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

William Quesada:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Make
an effort to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its protect may
doesn't work here is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer may be Graceling (Graceling Realm Book 1) why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make
suggestions to pick up this book.

Robert Mayo:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This kind of Graceling (Graceling Realm Book 1) can give you a



lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Graceling (Graceling Realm Book 1).
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