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""History is the version of past events that people have decided to agree upon,""
said Napoleon. Yet the actual writing of history, especially ancient history, is a
practice that often prompts more discord than assent. In his new textbook, Luke
Pitcher aims to overcome the hostility which exists between two rival camps in
their study of classical historiography. The first camp looks at the classical
historians with an eye to what data they can provide about the ancient world. The
second camp examines the ancient writers as literary texts in their own right,
employing the tools of literary criticism and engaging with such matters as
narrative artistry. Attempting to fuse these two -- mutually suspicious --
approaches, Luke Pitcher's attractive introduction offers undergraduate students
of classics the first comprehensive introduction to historiography in antiquity on
the market. It unites the nitty-gritty of the historian's trade (the finding and
managing of data) to an awareness of the importance of style, form, allusion and
composition. The book also seeks to do justice to invididual classical historians,
and discusses such important figures as Livy, Tacitus, Herodotus, Cicero,
Plutarch and Lucian. A comprehensive bibliography and glossary are included.
Writing Ancient History at last does full justice to the mechanics of history-
writing in the ancient world.
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actual writing of history, especially ancient history, is a practice that often prompts more discord than assent.
In his new textbook, Luke Pitcher aims to overcome the hostility which exists between two rival camps in
their study of classical historiography. The first camp looks at the classical historians with an eye to what
data they can provide about the ancient world. The second camp examines the ancient writers as literary texts
in their own right, employing the tools of literary criticism and engaging with such matters as narrative
artistry. Attempting to fuse these two -- mutually suspicious -- approaches, Luke Pitcher's attractive
introduction offers undergraduate students of classics the first comprehensive introduction to historiography
in antiquity on the market. It unites the nitty-gritty of the historian's trade (the finding and managing of data)
to an awareness of the importance of style, form, allusion and composition. The book also seeks to do justice
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Editorial Review

Review

""This is a very good book indeed; general readers, students, and specialists alike will read it with profit and
delight. Luke Pitcher ranges over ancient historical writers, both Greek and Roman, from Herodotus to
Ammianus, with an impressive grasp of his material, and he has a gift for finding the telling example and
making subtle and insightful points with lucidity and punch. He also has a wonderful eye for the modern
parallel, and one is as likely to find here illumination drawn from a Patrick O’Brian novel or an episode of
Doctor Who as from an extract from Xenophon or Velleius. Pitcher is unusually sensitive to the narrative
strategies of the ancient historical writers, and also of all the health-warnings that the modern student needs
to bear in mind when reading their works. Few writers about ancient historiography are so learned, and even
fewer carry their learning so lightly: this is a book that anyone interested in ancient history just has to read –
and they will thoroughly enjoy it.""-- Christopher Pelling, Regius Professor of Greek, University of Oxford

About the Author

Luke Pitcher is Lecturer in Classics and Ancient History at the University of Durham. He has studied and
written extensively on the subject of historiography in antiquity.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Patricia Vasquez:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important point to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading talent was fluently. A book Writing Ancient History: An
Introduction to Classical Historiography (Library of Classical Studies) will make you to become smarter.
You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think that will
open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have
you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Juan Higgins:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the subject Writing
Ancient History: An Introduction to Classical Historiography (Library of Classical Studies) suitable to you?
Typically the book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled Writing
Ancient History: An Introduction to Classical Historiography (Library of Classical Studies)is a single of
several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know just before. The author



explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world in this particular book.

Matthew Seifert:

The e-book with title Writing Ancient History: An Introduction to Classical Historiography (Library of
Classical Studies) posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of advantage
after read this book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the
condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This
book will bring you within new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart
phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Tanya McGaha:

The reason why? Because this Writing Ancient History: An Introduction to Classical Historiography
(Library of Classical Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the
idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic
author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this any longer or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of gains than the other book
have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.
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