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While thefall of the Berlin Wall is positively commemorated in the West, the
intervening years have shown that the former Soviet Bloc has amore
complicated view of itslegacy. In post-communist Eastern Europe, the way
people remember state socialism is closely intertwined with the manner in which
they envision historical justice. Twenty Years After Communism is concerned
with the explosion of a politics of memory triggered by the fall of state socialism
in Eastern Europe, and it takes a comparative look at the ways that communism
and its demise have been commemorated (or not commemorated) by major
political actors across the region.

The book is built on three premises. The first isthat political actors always strive
to come to terms with the history of their communities in order to generate a
sense of order in their personal and collective lives. Second, new leaders
sometimes find it advantageous to mete out justice on the politicians of abolished
regimes, and whether and how they do so depends heavily on their interpretation
and assessment of the collective past. Finally, remembering the past, particularly
collectively, is aways a political process, thus the palitics of memory and
commemoration needs to be studied as an integral part of the establishment of
new collective identities and new principles of political legitimacy. Each chapter
takes a detailed look at the commemorative ceremony of a different country of
the former Soviet Bloc. Collectively the book looks at patterns of extrication
from state socialism, patterns of ethnic and class conflict, the strategies of
communist successor parties, and the cultural traditions of a given country that
influence the way official collective memory is constructed.

Twenty Years After Communism develops a new analytical and explanatory
framework that hel ps readers to understand the utility of historical memory as an
important and understudied part of democratization.
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Whilethefall of the Berlin Wall is positively commemorated in the West, the intervening years have shown
that the former Soviet Bloc has a more complicated view of itslegacy. In post-communist Eastern Europe,
the way people remember state socialism is closely intertwined with the manner in which they envision
historical justice. Twenty Years After Communism is concerned with the explosion of a politics of memory
triggered by the fall of state socialism in Eastern Europe, and it takes a comparative ook at the ways that
communism and its demise have been commemorated (or not commemorated) by major political actors
across the region.

The book is built on three premises. Thefirst isthat political actors aways strive to come to terms with the
history of their communitiesin order to generate a sense of order in their personal and collective lives.
Second, new leaders sometimes find it advantageous to mete out justice on the politicians of abolished
regimes, and whether and how they do so depends heavily on their interpretation and assessment of the
collective past. Finaly, remembering the past, particularly collectively, is aways a political process, thus the
politics of memory and commemoration needs to be studied as an integral part of the establishment of new
collective identities and new principles of political legitimacy. Each chapter takes a detailed look at the
commemorative ceremony of adifferent country of the former Soviet Bloc. Collectively the book looks at
patterns of extrication from state socialism, patterns of ethnic and class conflict, the strategies of communist
successor parties, and the cultural traditions of a given country that influence the way official collective
memory is constructed.

Twenty Years After Communism develops a new anaytical and explanatory framework that helps readers to
understand the utility of historical memory as an important and understudied part of democratization.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Anincisive and timely anthology... this volume represents an origina and worthy contribution on account
of its advancing of theory in 'memory studies, the rich empirical data, and its contribution to democracy
studies." --German Politics

"Remembering a nation's past shapes its future. We should know this in our bones, but thanks to Bernhard,
Kubik, and their contributors, we have both theory and method to approach it analytically across the world,
and inspired empirical studies of the post-communist world. One of the best volumes | have read in years. It
isrequired reading for those who want to understand how cultural politics matter." --Michael D. Kennedy,
Professor of Sociology and International Studies, Brown University

"In contrast to most studies of collective memory, which usually focus on one or a small handful of cases,
Twenty Years After Communism systematically compares 17 cases of Eastern European memory of 1989. In
order to do so, it develops arigorous theoretical framework for studying 'official memory' in postcommunist
countries. Both its conceptual introduction and the individual chapters mark a significant advance in socia
scientific memory studies and in understanding of this crucial region. It is sure to be alandmark volume." --
Jeffrey K. Olick, Professor of Sociology and History, University of Virginia

"'Memory studies has become a crowded area of scholarship, with much rather sentimental work and too
many books mechanically reproducing existing approaches. Thisvolumeis different: it offers an original
theory of 'memory regimes and uses it to compare the commemorations of 1989 across Central and Eastern
Europe. The resulting chapters are a treasure trove of insightsinto the political cultures of post-communist
countries." --Jan-Werner Mller, Professor of Politics, Princeton University

"Thisvolume[is] aseminal original contribution that shows the relevance of the palitics of memory and
commemorations to post-communist politics and democratisation processes, and may also be read with profit
by scholars of Eastern Europe from disciplines neighbouring political science." -- Europe-Asia Studies

"The editors bold theoretical framework, clear methodology, and precise research questions thoroughly
infuse each of the ten chapters on the twentieth anniversary of the 1989 revolutionsin seventeen post-
communist countries. All in al, the book not only focuses on mnemonic issues but aso presents a broader
panorama, spanning two decades, of political processes, identity formation, and nation-building in Central
and Eastern Europe.”

-- Ab Imperio



"Bernhard, Kubik and their contributors have produced a major contribution to the study of memory politics
in Central and Eastern Europe. Twenty Y ears After Communism deserves not only to be remembered in two
decades time, but should be on the shelves of all scholars of the region who need to incorporate an
understanding of the role of the past into their analysis of the present." -- East European Politics

"This volume has much to offer to media and communication scholars, especially those interested in
developing comparative research on issues of cultural politics and commemoration.” -- European Journal of
Communication

"[A] particularly stimulating work." -- Revue d'études comparatives Est-Ouest

About the Author

Michael Bernhard is Raymond and Miriam Ehrlich Chair of Political Science at the University of Florida.
Jan Kubik is Professor and Chair of Political Science at Rutgers University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ricardo Boddie:

This Twenty Y ears After Communism: The Politics of Memory and Commemoration book is just not
ordinary book, you have it then the world isin your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will
be information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper you
actually read alot of information you will get. This particular Twenty Y ears After Communism: The Politics
of Memory and Commemoration without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in
considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Twenty Y ears After Communism: The Politics of
Memory and Commemoration can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves
become full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Twenty Y ears After
Communism: The Politics of Memory and Commemoration having good arrangement in word along with
layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Gregory Kim:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as alife style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books
but if you want really feel happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The
Twenty Y ears After Communism: The Politics of Memory and Commemoration iskind of reserve which is



giving the reader capricious experience.

Rudy L apan:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 aswell as 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book than can
satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be read.
Twenty Y ears After Communism: The Palitics of Memory and Commemoration can be your answer given it
can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Shawn Clay:

Guide is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year to be ableto year. Aswe
know those ebooks have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. By the book Twenty Y ears After Communism: The Politics of Memory and Commemoration we can
get more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with
that book Twenty Y ears After Communism: The Politics of Memory and Commemoration. Y ou can more
appealing than now.
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