THE VENETIAN
ORIGINS OF THE
COMMEDIA DELUARTE

Peter Jordan

The Venetian Origins of the Commedia
dell'Arte

By Peter Jordan

Read Online ©

The Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell' Arte By Peter Jordan

The Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell'Arte is a striking new enquiry into
the late-Renai ssance stirrings of professional secular comedy in Venice, and their
connection to the development of what came to be known as the Commedia

dell’ Arte. The book contends that through a symbiotic collaboration between
patrician amateurs and plebeian professionals, innovative forms of comedy
developed in the Venice region, fusing ‘high’ and ‘low’ culture in a provocative
mix that had a truly mass appeal.

Rich with anecdotes, diary entries and literary — often ribald — comic passages,
Peter Jordan's central argument has important implications for the study of
Venetian art, popular theatre and European cultural history.
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Editorial Review
Review

'Peter Jordan has, in The Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell' Arte, written a impeccable, funny,
learned and extremely well-documented book. Jordan was for many yearsthe head of Acting at the
Hong Kong Academy of Performing Artsand hasthirty years of experience in European theatres as
actor, composer, musician, director and trandator.' Angelo Paratico, Asian Review of Books

'[The Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell’ Arte] is a successful infusion of practical experienceinto
resear ch which isbased on solid academic criteria...Thisbook isthoughtful, comprehensive, and based
on afull direct acquaintance both with archival sources and with recent scholarship...Jordan’s
arguments provide genuine food for thought, and direct our attention more firmly to facts which
cannot be overlooked." Richard Andrews, Modern Language Review

'Peter Jordan isthefirst scholar totake up the“origin” challengein years, and herisesnicely to the
challengein hisimportant, interesting, and persuasive book...which makes a vital contribution to
commedia dell’arte studies." Robert Henke, Renaissance Quarterly

About the Author

Dr Jordan has been atheatre practitioner for over thirty years, touring throughout Europe and elsewhere,
performing in English, Italian and Cantonese. He was a founder member of the Fortunati and an actor with
TAG Teatro of Venice. He has variously acted in, directed and translated plays by Goldoni, Ruzante,
Moliére, Marivaux and Shakespeare. As an instructor, he has worked at a number of leading drama schools
and universities, and was for many years Head of Acting at the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.
Apart from his acting and directing credits, his professional portfolio also includes fight direction, movement
choreography, script development, musical performance and composition. His productions have toured to
Canada and Australia. In recent years, he directed and composed for award-winning versions of Les
Misérables, Cyrano de Bergerac and Friedrich Durrenmatt’s The Visit, as well as directing the world
premiere of Ho Chi Minh in Hong Kong.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Joseph Bolden:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all
know that that book is very important normally. The book The Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell'Arte
seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
is extremely advantages for you. The book The Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell'Arteis not only
giving you much more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can
spend your own spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book The
Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell'Arte. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything in case you read
some books.



Christine Hughes:

This The Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell'Arte book is not really ordinary book, you have after that it
the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this
publication incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individua read alot of
information you will get. Thiskind of The Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell'Arte without we
comprehend teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be
worry The Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell'Arte can bring when you are and not make your bag space
or bookshelves become full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even telephone. This The Venetian
Origins of the Commedia dell'Arte having very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Gary Johnson:

The Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell'Arte can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article writer giving hig’her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Venetian Origins of
the Commedia dell'Arte neverthel ess doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Phillip Chadwick:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
read a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has alot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to
soon. The The Venetian Origins of the Commedia dell'Arte provide you with a new experience in reading
through a book.
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