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This fresh and readable account gives a complete history of the University of
Oxford, from its beginnings in the eleventh century to the present day. Written by
one of the leading authorities on the history of universities internationally, it
traces Oxford's improbable rise from provincial backwater to one of the world's
leading centers of research and teaching.

Laurence Brockliss sees Oxford's history as one of discontinuity as much as
continuity, describing it in four distinct parts. First he explores Oxford as "The
Catholic University" in the centuries before the Reformation, when it was
principally a clerical studium serving the needs of the Western church. Then as
"The Anglican University," in the years from 1534 to 1845 when Oxford was
confessionally closed to other religions, it trained the next generation of ministers
of the Church of England, and acted as a finishing school for the sons of the
gentry and the well-to-do. After 1845, "The Imperial University" saw the
emergence over the following century of a new Oxford -- a university which was
still elitist but now non-confessional; became open to women as well as men;
took students from all round the Empire; and was held together at least until 1914
by a novel concept of Christian service. The final part, "The World University,"
takes the story forward from 1945 to the present day and describes Oxford's
development as a modern meritocratic and secular university with an ever-
growing commitment to high-quality academic research. Throughout the book,
Oxford's history is placed in the wider context of the history of higher education
in the UK, Europe, and the world. This helps to show how singular Oxford's
evolution has been: a story not of entitlement but of hard work, difficult
decisions, and a creative use of limited resources and advantages to keep its
destiny in its own hands.
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This fresh and readable account gives a complete history of the University of Oxford, from its beginnings in
the eleventh century to the present day. Written by one of the leading authorities on the history of
universities internationally, it traces Oxford's improbable rise from provincial backwater to one of the
world's leading centers of research and teaching.

Laurence Brockliss sees Oxford's history as one of discontinuity as much as continuity, describing it in four
distinct parts. First he explores Oxford as "The Catholic University" in the centuries before the Reformation,
when it was principally a clerical studium serving the needs of the Western church. Then as "The Anglican
University," in the years from 1534 to 1845 when Oxford was confessionally closed to other religions, it
trained the next generation of ministers of the Church of England, and acted as a finishing school for the sons
of the gentry and the well-to-do. After 1845, "The Imperial University" saw the emergence over the
following century of a new Oxford -- a university which was still elitist but now non-confessional; became
open to women as well as men; took students from all round the Empire; and was held together at least until
1914 by a novel concept of Christian service. The final part, "The World University," takes the story forward
from 1945 to the present day and describes Oxford's development as a modern meritocratic and secular
university with an ever-growing commitment to high-quality academic research. Throughout the book,
Oxford's history is placed in the wider context of the history of higher education in the UK, Europe, and the
world. This helps to show how singular Oxford's evolution has been: a story not of entitlement but of hard
work, difficult decisions, and a creative use of limited resources and advantages to keep its destiny in its own
hands.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This magisterial synthesis...is an independent scholarly work, rich with details and insights and setting
Oxford into larger educational contexts. Excellent illustrations, fine maps, and revealing tables enhance a
volume that is sure to become a standard classic...Highly recommended."--CHOICE

"It is an extraordinary achievement, resting on a staggering amount of research Professor Brockliss has
processed a truly terrifying amount of material, and seems equally assured on medieval scholasticism,
modern medicine, or the quantities of wine consumed by 18th-century dons (it was a lot - even more than
you might expect). It is also a remarkably easy read."--Church Times

About the Author

Professor L.W.B. Brockliss is a historian of education, science, and medicine with a particular interest in
early-modern France and England. His doctoral thesis was on the University of Paris and his first book was a
study of French Higher Education in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries (1987). More recently, he
has been the editor and co-author of Magdalen College, Oxford: A History (2008). For many years he was
the English representative on the international commission for the history of higher education and he has also
edited the journal History of Universities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Malcolm Khan:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of various ways to
share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story how
the characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The
University of Oxford: A History, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book.
Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Alicia Gentry:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with family
or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by studying a



book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It all
right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The University
of Oxford: A History which is having the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Sabra Fitzgerald:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring in addition to can't see colorful photos
on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this era, many
ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this The University of Oxford: A History can make you really feel more interested to read.

Lonnie Hammer:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a half
portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The University of Oxford: A History to make your
own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and
reading especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a book and study it. Beside that the
guide The University of Oxford: A History can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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