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The Roman Empire was a remarkable achievement. It had a population of sixty
million people spread across lands encircling the Mediterranean and stretching
from drizzle-soaked northern England to the sun-baked banks of the Euphrates in
Syria, and from the Rhine to the North African coast. It was, above all else, an
empire of force - employing a mixture of violence, suppression, order, and
tactical use of power to develop an astonishingly uniform culture.

This Very Short Introduction covers the history of the Empire from Augustus
(the first Emperor) to Marcus Aurelius, describing how the empire was formed,
how it was run, its religions and its social structure. It examines how local
cultures were "romanised" and how people in far away lands came to believe in
the emperor as a god. The book also examines how the Roman Empire has been
considered and depicted in more recent times, from the writings of Edward
Gibbon, to the differing
attitudes of the Victorians and recent Hollywood blockbuster films.

ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford
University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our
expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to
make interesting and challenging topics highly readable.
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Editorial Review

Review
This mervellous little book...succeeds in sketching the remarkable way in which the Roman Empire spread
across Europe... Barbara Finney, The Journal of Classics Teaching "...the author has succeeded admirably.
This is no cop out - themes are chosen sensibly and well presented. This book does what it says on the
cover... This book is intellectual, yet accessible, well written, stimulating, original, and essential for those
who wish to gain a rapid overview of the subject without getting bogged down." Dr Mark Merrony, Minerva

About the Author

Christopher Kelly is a University Lecturer in Classics and a Fellow and Senior Tutor of Corpus Christi
College, Cambridge. He is a major contributor to Harvard University Press' Late Antiquity: A Guide to the
Postclassical World and The Cambridge Companion to the Age of Constantine.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kimberly Hutton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some
of you maybe will probably update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Roman
Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is our recommendation to cause you to keep
up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Harold Singleton:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) as your daily resource information.

Dina Hirsch:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specially book entitled
The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) your brain will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind



friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very
Short Introductions) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you
useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Nikki Kirkland:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is created or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the The Roman Empire: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) when you needed it?
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