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When Justinian first assumed the title of Roman Emperor in 527 CE, his
inherited empire?now based in Constantinople? had lost almost all of its
connection with the Eternal City itself, and was threatened from within by
profound theological splits, and from without by the various barbarian kingdoms
that surrounded it. By taking military action against the barbarian Ostrogoths,
Visigoths, and Vandals, and signing an eternal peace with Persia, Justinian
managed to reclaim much of the lands formerly held by Rome; while through his
incessant legislation and monetary contributions to an extensive building
program, he sought to reestablish the old Roman cultural institutions of order and
architectural beauty in his newly won kingdom. This inveterate reformer and
innovative leader, whose name remains on the beams of the Hagia Sophia, and
whose influence extends into the legal practices of the present time, remains as
compelling a man today as he was to his original historians almost 1500 years
ago.

Designed as an accessible introduction to Justinian's reign and his time, The
Emperor Justinian and the Byzantine Empire offers readers and researchers an
appealing mix of descriptive chapters, biographical sketches, and annotated
primary documents. An overview of the world of Late Antiquity is presented in
the introduction, and is followed by chapters on the shape of the Empire, the
Nike revolt of 532, the legal achievements of Justinian, the Empress Theodora,
and Justinian's building program. The narrative chapters conclude with a section
discussing the imperial achievements as a whole. An annotated bibliography and
index are also included in this work.
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When Justinian first assumed the title of Roman Emperor in 527 CE, his inherited empire?now based in
Constantinople? had lost almost all of its connection with the Eternal City itself, and was threatened from
within by profound theological splits, and from without by the various barbarian kingdoms that surrounded
it. By taking military action against the barbarian Ostrogoths, Visigoths, and Vandals, and signing an eternal
peace with Persia, Justinian managed to reclaim much of the lands formerly held by Rome; while through his
incessant legislation and monetary contributions to an extensive building program, he sought to reestablish
the old Roman cultural institutions of order and architectural beauty in his newly won kingdom. This
inveterate reformer and innovative leader, whose name remains on the beams of the Hagia Sophia, and
whose influence extends into the legal practices of the present time, remains as compelling a man today as he
was to his original historians almost 1500 years ago.

Designed as an accessible introduction to Justinian's reign and his time, The Emperor Justinian and the
Byzantine Empire offers readers and researchers an appealing mix of descriptive chapters, biographical
sketches, and annotated primary documents. An overview of the world of Late Antiquity is presented in the
introduction, and is followed by chapters on the shape of the Empire, the Nike revolt of 532, the legal
achievements of Justinian, the Empress Theodora, and Justinian's building program. The narrative chapters
conclude with a section discussing the imperial achievements as a whole. An annotated bibliography and
index are also included in this work.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Recommended. Lower-division undergraduates and two-year technical program students; general readers." -
Choice

"The author has succeeded in providing an appealing and eminently accessible taster to this fascinating
period…" - Journal of Classics Teaching

"Evans provides an introduction to Justinian's reign and time through descriptive chapters, biographical
sketches, and annotated primary documents. An overview of late antiquity is followed by chapters on the
shape of the Empire, the Nike revolt of 532, the legal achievements of Justinian, the Empress Theodora,
Justinian's building program, and imperial achievements as a whole." - Reference & Research Book
News/Art Book News Annual

"[A] handy, reliable account of the era complete with biographies of notable characters, a very useful
glossary of terms, and a selection of major documents bearing on the reign of Emperor Justinian. The
glossary is particularly welcome because the nonspecialist readership often finds Byzantine religious and
theological concepts daunting. The twenty documents, selected by Evans, shed light on the rule of Justinian
and the complex issues and relationships of that time….[t]his work does much to open up for upper-division
undergraduates, graduate students, and general readers the Byzantine world of Emperor Justinian. One can
say that Evans has accomplished his task and has produced a readable work on that important era." - The
Historian

"[F]or high school to college collections….[p]roviding an introduction to Justinian's reign and time.
Biography blends with history using annotated primary documents to provide a review of the Late Antiquity
and its influences….An excellent reference." - MBR Bookwatch

About the Author

James Allan Evans is Professor Emeritus of Classical Near Eastern and Religious Studies at the University
of British Columbia, Vancouver. He has published several works on ancient Greece and Rome, including
The Age of Justinian: The Circumstances of Imperial Power.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jim Weigel:

What do you regarding book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what your own problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy person? If you
don't have spare time to perform others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer that
question because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that The Emperor Justinian



and the Byzantine Empire (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Ancient World) to read.

Patricia Gross:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can read the book. It
is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day every day to reading a
book. The book The Emperor Justinian and the Byzantine Empire (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of
the Ancient World) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy
the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book offers high quality.

Jacqueline Harding:

This The Emperor Justinian and the Byzantine Empire (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Ancient
World) is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who have always deal
with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using
great arrange word or we can claim no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you
can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but challenging
core information with attractive delivering sentences. Having The Emperor Justinian and the Byzantine
Empire (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Ancient World) in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no book that offer you world inside ten or
fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Eli Gaddy:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or even make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As
we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Emperor Justinian and the Byzantine Empire
(Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Ancient World) can make you feel more interested to read.
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