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Kii Leonard sits in his favorite juniper tree. While listening to the radio, Kii
Leonard's grandfather, Pipi, announces that the sun has died. Kii Leonard saw a
strange gloom all around him. Everywhere he looked, the deep purple and red
darkness was there. Join Kii as he learns about the Naa'ach'aahii, or painters, who
visit during this astronomical event.
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Kii Leonard sits in his favorite juniper tree. While listening to the radio, Kii Leonard's grandfather, Pipi,
announces that the sun has died. Kii Leonard saw a strange gloom all around him. Everywhere he looked, the
deep purple and red darkness was there. Join Kii as he learns about the Naa'ach'aahii, or painters, who visit
during this astronomical event.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Whitethorne, a Navajo artist making his children's book debut, presents a slice of rural Navajo life in this
story-within-a-story. Grandfather Pipa calls Kii Leonard into the hogan to tell him that the sun "has died"; a
solar eclipse has washed the surrounding mountains in and deep purples and reds. He explains to the boy that
he must wait respectfully for the Na'ach'aahii, who come from the Four Directions carrying a paint brush and
a can of paint, each responsible for replacing a different color of the rainbow. Repainting the world after the
eclipse, the Na'ach'aahii restore life and allow the rebirth of the sun-processes pleasingly depicted in the
Southwest-style art. While the text is repetitious and gawky, the theme is appealing, and the framing device
affords readers of other cultures a rare opportunity to experience a Native American perspective. Ages 5-up.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
Kindergarten-Grade 3?Navajo artist Whitethorne has crafted a lovely, thoughtful story of a young boy
experiencing his first solar eclipse. Kii Leonard is guided by his wise grandfather, Pipa, who tells him the
story of the Na'ach'aahii, the Little Painters who repaint the world at this time, adding new colors and new
life to the world. Pipa also explains that during times of natural phenomena, it is important to be still and to
show reverence for Mother Earth. The loving relationship between grandson and grandfather is convincing,
as the elderly man calmly leads the boy through what could have been a frightening experience. Kii notes
that Pipa's smile warms him like the sun above. The full-and double-page illustrations are stylish in their use
of brilliant color and traditional Navajo patterns, but are also lively and down-to-earth. A note at the end
adds some background information and encourages readers to ponder their own place in the cycle of nature.
Wise and heartwarming, this is an excellent introduction to Navajo folklore.?Marilyn Taniguchi, Santa
Monica Public Library, CA
Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author
Baje Whitethorne, Sr. is a member of the Reed clan. He is originally from Shonto, Arizona. He is the author
of Sunspainters: Eclipse of the Navajo Sun and the illustrator of native American legends including Monster
Birds, Monster Slayer and Sika and the Raven. His watercolor paintings appear at the Heard Museum, The
Smithsonian Museum, The Field Museum, the Gallup Indian Ceremonial and the Museum of Northern
Arizona. In 1998 he was named by the Arizona Library Association as an Outstanding Contributor to
Children's Literature.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Luther Brown:

The book Sunpainters: Eclipse of the Navajo Sun make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Sunpainters: Eclipse
of the Navajo Sun for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like start and read
a e-book Sunpainters: Eclipse of the Navajo Sun. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or



encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Elizabeth Daugherty:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Sunpainters: Eclipse of the
Navajo Sun is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Pandora Rice:

Beside this specific Sunpainters: Eclipse of the Navajo Sun in your phone, it could give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the
oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is good thing to
have Sunpainters: Eclipse of the Navajo Sun because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this
inside your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So
do you still want to miss it? Find this book in addition to read it from at this point!

Nancy Soto:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
concern was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is Sunpainters: Eclipse of the Navajo
Sun.
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