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Countering the call by some "pro-Lacanians" for an end to the exegesis of
Lacan's work -- and the dismissal by "anti-Lacanians" of Lacan as impossibly
impenetrable -- Subjectivity and Otherness argues for Lacan as a "paradoxically
systematic" thinker, and for the necessity of a close analysis of his texts. Lorenzo
Chiesa examines, from a philosophical perspective, the evolution of the concept
of subjectivity in Lacan's work, carrying out a detailed reading of the Lacanian
subject in its necessary relation to otherness according to Lacan's orders of the
Imaginary, the Symbolic, and the Real. Chiesa emphasizes the continuity
underlying apparently incompatible phases of Lacan's examination of the subject,
describing Lacan's theory as a consistent philosophical system -- but one that is
constantly revised and therefore problematic. Chiesa analyzes each "old" theory
of the subject within the framework of a "new" elaboration and reassesses its
fundamental tenets from the perspective of a general psychoanalytic discourse
that becomes increasingly complex. From the 1960s on, writes Chiesa, the
Lacanian subject amounts to an irreducible lack that must be actively confronted
and assumed; this "subjectivized lack," Chiesa argues further, offers an escape
from the contemporary impasse between the "death of the subject" alleged by
postmodernism and a return to a traditional "substantialist" notion of the subject.
An original treatment of psychoanalytic issues, Subjectivity and Otherness fills a
significant gap in the existing literature on Lacan, taking seriously the need for a
philosophical investigation of Lacanian concepts.
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Editorial Review

Review

Chiesa reintroduces us to Lacan in the same way Lacan reintroduces us to Freud: setting aside received
ideas, false projections, and impressionistic readings, he uncovers what is most basic and original in Lacan's
thought while demonstrating conclusively why an engagement with it is indispensable for contemporary
philosophy. Not a fly-over summary of the Lacanian corpus, the book manages rather to capture the eventful
moments of hesitancy, insight, recasting, in short, the movement of Lacan's thought as it grapples with the
critical relation between subjectivity and otherness. This is a dynamic, matchless reading of Lacan that will
ignite new interest in his work and rekindle the passions of initiates.

(Joan Copjec, author of Imagine There's No Woman)

Lorenzo Chiesa has written a philosophical account of Lacan's teaching that is both a superb introduction and
a penetrating study of his major contributions, from the initial discovery that the unconscious is structured
like a language to a detailed analysis of the subject of jouissance. Newcomers will find a clear, step-by-step
exposition of the major themes, while those already familiar with Lacan's contribution to psychoanalysis will
find intense stimulation in Chiesa's philosophical engagement with Lacanian thought.

(Russell Grigg, Director, Psychoanalytic Studies and Associate Professor, Philosophy, Deakin University,
Melbourne, Australia)

This is a rich and complex book that any philosopher of mind who is interested in consciousness will find
indispensable. Zahavi is a master of incorporating into his arguments insights from both analytic philosophy
and phenomenology, and so the book will appeal to philosophers from both traditions.

(Greg Janzen Psyche)

With this volume, Lorenzo Chiesa establishes himself as the leader of a new generation of "young
Lacanians", for whom Lacan is primarily a text that needs to be read. Avoiding the need to pledge his
doctrinal allegiance to a master, and refusing the endless regurgitation of mantras, Chiesa ploughs through
the Lacanian territory with a razor-sharp intellect, constantly unearthing original themes and motifs, and
weaving patterns of thought into an intellectual system that proves to be everything but systematic and, for
that matter, all the more convincing. Chiesa reads Lacan philosophically, not just insofar as he short-circuits
psychoanalysis and philosophy, but also insofar as he approaches the dense text with extreme care and
conscientiousness. I don"t think Lacan has ever been read with so much patience and exactitude, and had this
book been produced during Lacan's lifetime, there is no doubt that he would have recommended it to his
audience as a brilliant example of critical reading.

(Dany Nobus, Professor of Psychology and Psychoanalysis, Brunel University, UK)

About the Author



Lorenzo Chiesa is a Lecturer at the School of European Culture and Languages, University of Kent, United
Kingdom. He has published numerous journal articles and book chapters on Lacanian theory and
contemporary French philosophy, and serves as Production Editor for the Journal for Lacanian Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leslie Hackett:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How people have
to be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Subjectivity and Otherness: A
Philosophical Reading of Lacan (Short Circuits) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the info in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Phyllis Smith:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information currently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
if those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take Subjectivity and Otherness: A Philosophical Reading of Lacan (Short
Circuits) as the daily resource information.

Harry Blalock:

This Subjectivity and Otherness: A Philosophical Reading of Lacan (Short Circuits) is great guide for you
because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and also have to
make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great arrange word or we can
declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Subjectivity and Otherness: A Philosophical Reading of Lacan (Short Circuits) in your
hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no
publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this e-book already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?

Ronald Peyton:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got students? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except your own



teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Many kinds of books that can
you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Subjectivity and Otherness: A Philosophical Reading of
Lacan (Short Circuits).
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