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Spike Lee wrote, directed and starred in She's Gotta Have It, the independent-
film success story of 1986. Shot on a shoe-string budget of $175,000 in black-
and-white 16mm, the film was made with Spike Lee's persistence and talent plus
the help of family and friends. It grossed $8 million at the box office and proved
to be a major hit with both critics and audiences. Now Spike Lee reveals how he
did it, mapping out the entire creative and production processes-from early
notebook jottings to film festival awards. Spike Lee's Gotta Have It is a unique
document in film literature - it's funny, absorbing, and fresh as the hit film itself.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
The focus here is Spike Lee, writer, director and star of the 1986 independent film She's Gotta Have It,
which cost $175,000 to make, grossed $8 million and won the Prix de Jeunesse at Cannes. In an extended
interview with George, Lee discusses his childhood, parents, film school, friends, influences, early films and
She's Gotta Have It, about which he says, "We wanted to show some kind of black sensuality that I know
people want to see, but for whatever reason don'tbecause white people don't know how to handle it." The
centerpiece of the book is a journal Lee kept from 1984 to 1986. It traces the film from his earliest ideas
("Men . . . are encouraged to have and enjoy sex, while it's not so for women. Why this double standard?"),
scriptwriting and revising, money-raising efforts, production crises, personal notes ("lost weight, down to
115 pounds"), deal-making and Hollywood interest. This diary communicates Lee's fierce drive and
determination and is an engrossing document of the creative process. His fans oughtta get it.
Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In 1986, Lee's She's Gotta Have It exploded on the cinema world. This is his journal describing how the film
came to be, beginning in October 1984, when he thought up the title. Lee's account of his seat-of-the-pants
operation is a harrowing tale of the plight of the independent filmmakerespecially the endless scraping
around for money (despite only $45,000 start-up costs, not millions.) The book is a vivid account of a
talented filmmaker at work, and it is work: We see the project take shape, ideas discarded, others developed,
unexpected inspirations, the shooting itself; and we witness Lee's optimism, energy, and faith in himself.
Includes an interview and the screenplay. David Bartholomew,
Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Edwards:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book so.
There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share the
information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Spike
Lee's Gotta Have It: Inside Guerrilla Filmmaking, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about
yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

John Augustine:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, magazine,



book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book
that recommended to you personally is Spike Lee's Gotta Have It: Inside Guerrilla Filmmaking this reserve
consist a lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
writer made some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of you.

Dwight Roberts:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This particular Spike Lee's Gotta Have It: Inside Guerrilla
Filmmaking can give you a lot of pals because by you investigating this one book you have factor that they
don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have Spike Lee's Gotta Have
It: Inside Guerrilla Filmmaking.

Donna Layne:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. Through
the book Spike Lee's Gotta Have It: Inside Guerrilla Filmmaking we can acquire more advantage. Don't one
to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book Spike Lee's Gotta Have It:
Inside Guerrilla Filmmaking. You can more desirable than now.
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