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Some may call it the first manifesto of the twenty-first century, for it lays down a
new way to think about architecture. Others may think of it as the last
architectural treatise, for it provides a discursive container for ideas that would
otherwise be lost. Whatever genre it belongsto, STELESSis anew kind of
architecture book that seems to have come out of nowhere. Its author, a young
French architect practicing in Tokyo, admits he "didn't do this out of reverence
toward architecture, but rather out of a profound boredom with the discipline, as
asort of compulsive reaction.” What would happen if architects liberated their
minds from the constraints of site, program, and budget? he asks. Theresult isa
book that is saturated with forms, and as free of words as any architecture book
the MIT Press has ever published.

The 1001 building formsin STELESSinclude structural parasites, chain link
towers, ball bearing floors, corrugated corners, exponential balconies, radia
facades, crawling frames, forensic housing -- and other architectural ideas that
may require construction techniques not yet developed and arelation to gravity
not yet achieved. S TELESS presents an open-ended compendium of visual ideas
for the architectural imagination to draw from. The forms, drawn freehand (to
avoid software-specific shapes) but from a constant viewing angle, are presented
twelve to a page, with no scale, order, or end to the series. After setting down
1001 formsin siteless conditions and embryonic stages, Blanciak takes one of the
forms and performs a "scale test," showing what happens when one of these
fantastic ideas is subjected to the actual constraints of asite in central Tokyo. The
book ends by illustrating the potential of these shapes to morph into actual
building proportions.
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Some may call it the first manifesto of the twenty-first century, for it lays down a new way to think about
architecture. Others may think of it asthe last architectural treatise, for it provides a discursive container for
ideas that would otherwise be lost. Whatever genre it belongs to, STELESSis a new kind of architecture
book that seems to have come out of nowhere. Its author, ayoung French architect practicing in Tokyo,
admits he "didn't do this out of reverence toward architecture, but rather out of a profound boredom with the
discipline, as a sort of compulsive reaction.” What would happen if architects liberated their minds from the
constraints of site, program, and budget? he asks. The result is abook that is saturated with forms, and as
free of words as any architecture book the MIT Press has ever published.

The 1001 building formsin STELESSinclude structural parasites, chain link towers, ball bearing floors,
corrugated corners, exponential balconies, radial facades, crawling frames, forensic housing -- and other
architectural ideas that may require construction techniques not yet developed and arelation to gravity not
yet achieved. STELESS presents an open-ended compendium of visual ideas for the architectural
imagination to draw from. The forms, drawn freehand (to avoid software-specific shapes) but from a
constant viewing angle, are presented twelve to a page, with no scale, order, or end to the series. After setting
down 1001 formsin siteless conditions and embryonic stages, Blanciak takes one of the forms and performs
a"scale test," showing what happens when one of these fantastic ideas is subjected to the actual constraints
of asitein central Tokyo. The book ends by illustrating the potential of these shapes to morph into actual
building proportions.
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Editorial Review
Review

Imagine Learning from Las Vegas asillustrated by Chris Ware, and you'll get a sense of Frangois Blanciak's
marvelously inventive new book.

(Metropolis)

In Steless: 1001 Building Forms, French architect Frangois Blanciak surrenders the usual anchors of
function and site for an exercise in pure form. His astoundingly imaginative 1,001 designs could challenge
architects and engineers for decades.

(Santa Fe New Mexican)
About the Author

Francois Blanciak is an architect and Research Fellow at the University of Tokyo. He has worked for
architectural firmsin Los Angeles, Copenhagen, Hong Kong, and New Y ork, with such architects as Frank
Gehry and Peter Eisenman.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Richard Vaccaro:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Siteless: 1001 Building Forms. Try to face the book Siteless: 1001 Building
Forms as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make
you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more
confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience in addition
to knowledge with this book.

Andrea Winburn:

The book Siteless: 1001 Building Forms give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can use
to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting anxiety or
having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Siteless: 1001 Building
Formsto get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or al subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a publication
Siteless: 1001 Building Forms. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia
or other individuals. So , how do you think about this book?



Juan Dishon:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive right
now, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a
whileisreading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you that Siteless: 1001 Building
Forms book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Ronny Baird:

The particular book Siteless: 1001 Building Forms will bring someone to the new experience of reading any
book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this
book very suited to you. The book Siteless: 1001 Building Formsis much recommended to you to see. You
can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.
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