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This text brings together Stumpf and Fieser’s Socrates to Sartre and Beyond with
an updated anthology of readings in one volume. It offers an accessible historical
survey of philosophical ideas and a wealth of primary source readings at an
excellent value. The text is a comprehensive, historically organized introduction
to philosophy which communicates the richness of the discipline and provides
the student with a working knowledge of the development of Western
philosophy. With a lively and approachable style it covers the principal
contributions of Western civilization’s most influential philosophers. The
chronologically organized reader features a wide selection of readings of both
Western philosophy and Eastern philosophy.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Samuel Enoch Stumpf was Emeritus Professor of Philosophy and Emeritus Professor of Law at Vanderbilt
University prior to his death in 1998, at the age of eighty. He earned a B.S. in Business and Finance from the
University of California at Los Angeles, a B.D. in Theology from Andover Newton Theological School, and
a Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of Chicago. He joined the Vanderbilt faculty in 1948 and served
as Chair of the Philosophy Department from 1952 to 1967. After a five-year term as President of Cornell
College, Professor Stumpf returned to Vanderbilt, where he remained until his retirement in 1984. Professor
Stumpf’s publications include Democratic Manifesto (1954), Morality and the Law (1966), and four
McGraw-Hill textbooks: Socrates to Sartre: A History of Philosophy (1966; 6th ed., posthumous, 1999);
Philosophical Readings: Selected Problems (1971; 4th ed., 1994); Philosophy: History and Problems (1971;
5th ed., 1994); and Elements of Philosophy: An Introduction (1979; 3rd ed., 1993).

James Fieser is a Professor of Philosophy at the University of Tennessee at Martin. He received his B.A.
from Berea College, and his M.A. and Ph.D. in Philosophy from Purdue University. He is author, co-author
or editor of ten textbooks, including Philosophy: A Historical Survey with Essential Readings (9/e 2014),
Scriptures of the World's Religions (5/e 2014), Ethics: Discovering Right and Wrong (7/e 2012), Business
Ethics and the Bottom Line (2012), A Historical Introduction to Philosophy (2003), and Moral Philosophy
through the Ages (2001). He has edited and annotated the ten-volume Early Responses to Hume (2/e 2005)
and the five-volume Scottish Common Sense Philosophy (2000). He is founder and general editor of the
Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy web site (www.iep.utm.edu). His personal website can be accessed at
www.utm.edu/staff/jfieser.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Edwards:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that
they don't would like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Philosophy: History
and Readings. All type of book would you see on many options. You can look for the internet resources or
other social media.

Brian Freeman:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read is actually Philosophy: History and Readings.



Philip Martin:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information easier to
share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Often the book that recommended for
you is Philosophy: History and Readings this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. This book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer
value to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some exploration when he makes this book.
That is why this book ideal all of you.

Mathew Casillas:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our information for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Philosophy: History and Readings was filled concerning science. Spend your
time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has several feel when they reading
some sort of book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the
modern era like today, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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