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Editorial Review

Review
Focusing primarily on the Great Powers struggle surrounding the 1920 Bessarabian Treaty, this is a first-
class research study presented within a broad historical context. Mitrasca is well acquainted with all the
previous literature on the subject and reviews it objectively, pointing out the differences of opinion. He fully
explains the US position (strongly favoring Russia) and gives Romanian diplomacy poor grades, noting that
sometimes it tended to be incomprehensibly slow when quick action seemed necessary. So too, the domestic
politics of the Romanian government were often unhelpful. Entirely new and original and based on research
o f the Tokyo Foreign Ministry archives is the extended presentation of the Japanese rationale for vacillating
and ultimately failing to ratify the treaty, hereby killing it. The author reveals for the first time how Japanese
interests in fishing rights along the Russian Far East coast finally tipped the scales against ratification,
despite pressure from Europe. This is by far the best one-volume presentation for the diplomatic side of the
Bessarabian Question as it emerged at the end of WW I; at the same time it is a bibliographical mine for
further study. A helpful historical and diplomatic chronology, several pages long, is included. Recommended
for general readers and upper-division undergraduates through professionals. --L. K. D. Kristof, emeritus,
Portland State University

According to Mitrasca, Romania s foreign policy in the 1920s foreshadows the politics of globalization in the
late 20th and 21st centuries. Mitrasca, a scholar of diplomatic history affiliated with both Aoyama Gakuin
University of Tokyo and Babes-Bolyai University in Romania, examines the Bessarabian Treaty, an
agreement concluded at the end of World War I in accord with Woodrow Wilson s 14 points that would
officially give Romania control of Moldova (Bessarabia). Great Britain, France, Italy, and Japan all signed
this treaty with Romania. However, Japan refused to ratify it, and the United States also refused to
acknowledge it, allowing the Soviet Union to take control of this geographically strategic land. Mitrasca
conducted extensive research of unpublished documents from the national archives of Japan, Romania, Great
Britain, France, and Italy to explore why the treaty was never enforced, what was at stake for each of the
Great Power nations, and how a small country like Romania dealt with those more powerful countries that
decided its fate. The result of his first full-length book in English is a thorough work about an often
neglected subject targeted toward historians. Recommended for academic libraries. --Library Journal,
November 1, 2002

About the Author
Marcel Mitrasca is a visiting scholar of diplomatic history at the Aoyama Gakuin University of Tokyo,
Japan. He began his work on this topic while at Babes-Bolyai University in Romania.
He has published numerous scholarly articles in his native Romanian; this is his first book-length work in
English.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Evelyn Roberts:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book Moldova: A Romanian Province under Russian
Rule. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a



book Moldova: A Romanian Province under Russian Rule. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can know everything!
From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or perhaps searching by internet
gadget. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's examine.

Lily McDermott:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A guide Moldova: A Romanian Province
under Russian Rule will make you to be smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can
know about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suitable
book with you?

Paul Breen:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Moldova: A
Romanian Province under Russian Rule suitable to you? The book was written by renowned writer in this
era. The actual book untitled Moldova: A Romanian Province under Russian Ruleis the main one of several
books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to understand the core of this e-book. This
book will give you a wide range of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the
world with this book.

Anna Hart:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
method, more simple and reachable. This Moldova: A Romanian Province under Russian Rule can give you
a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than other make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Moldova: A Romanian Province under Russian Rule.
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