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Praise poetry is a mode of verbal celebration that is distinctly African - not
uniquely African, for throughout the ages and among all peoples, poetry has been
uttered and written in tribute to singular existences. But in Africa praising is
ubiquitous, a cultural institution cutting across ethnic differences, and expressing
a profound humanism grounded in inter-relationships. All the poems in this book
were originally "performances". Some praises are of individuals, others are more
concerned with the family or clan. Plants and animals, even bicycles and trains
are also addressed. Many praises are lively descriptions intended to elicit from
the subject some service to the human community. By paying close attention to
the way these praises present themselves as poetry on the printed page (rendering
their imagery and rhythms as precisely as possible in English while retaining
their African idiom), and by annotating the poems to make their cultural
references intelligible, Dr Judith Gleason has brought traditional Africa into
focus for the general reader, to whom the continent remains all too dark and
hazy. There is African humour in action, there is the delicacy with which African
poets have traditionally perceived the things of this world, there is the respect
these poets feel for themselves and for others there are the hopes and despairs all
people live through on whatever continent.
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Praise poetry is a mode of verbal celebration that is distinctly African - not uniquely African, for throughout
the ages and among all peoples, poetry has been uttered and written in tribute to singular existences. But in
Africa praising is ubiquitous, a cultural institution cutting across ethnic differences, and expressing a
profound humanism grounded in inter-relationships. All the poems in this book were originally
"performances". Some praises are of individuals, others are more concerned with the family or clan. Plants
and animals, even bicycles and trains are also addressed. Many praises are lively descriptions intended to
elicit from the subject some service to the human community. By paying close attention to the way these
praises present themselves as poetry on the printed page (rendering their imagery and rhythms as precisely as
possible in English while retaining their African idiom), and by annotating the poems to make their cultural
references intelligible, Dr Judith Gleason has brought traditional Africa into focus for the general reader, to
whom the continent remains all too dark and hazy. There is African humour in action, there is the delicacy
with which African poets have traditionally perceived the things of this world, there is the respect these poets
feel for themselves and for others there are the hopes and despairs all people live through on whatever
continent.
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From reader reviews:

David Earnest:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you will require this Leaf and Bone: African Praise-Poems.

Donna Eldridge:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information specially this Leaf and Bone: African Praise-Poems
book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per-cent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Glenn Herrera:

You are able to spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This Leaf and Bone: African Praise-
Poems is simple to create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did
not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when one buys this book.

Ruth Paiz:

This Leaf and Bone: African Praise-Poems is fresh way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some
information given it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more
you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Leaf and Bone: African Praise-
Poems can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get
simply by anyone. These books develop itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, that's why I mean in
the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is
the answer. So there isn't any in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for.
It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as



knowledge.
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