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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Thomas Edward Lawrence's discovery that he was an illegitimate child filled him with deep bitterness and
insecurity. As "Lawrence of Arabia," he struggled to achieve a sense of identity and personal worth missing
in his boyhood. His homosexual rape by Turkish captors in 1917 scarred him with guilt and shame, making
the prospect of consummation in a marriage abhorrent, contends Wilson, official biographer as authorized by
the Lawrence estate, who rebuts claims that his subject had homosexual affairs. According to this 1200-page
tome, Lawrence was not the benevolent imperialist some critics have made him out to be, but an ardent
supporter of Arab self-determination who felt morally degraded by the compromising role the British forced
him to play in the Arab revolt against Turkish rule. This sense of debasement, argues Wison, engendered a
masochistic disorder that later led Lawrence to enlist in the Royal Air Force. Through its comprehensive
amassing of facts and documents, the book credibly replaces the romantic legend of Lawrence with the
image of a tragic idealist whose political aims were frustrated by diplomacy. Photos.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Numerous books have been written about T.E. Lawrence since his death in 1935, particularly in the last
decade. This volume is fuller and more balanced than its predecessors, drawing extensively on relevant
documents, including recently released British government records and never before available Lawrence
family papers. Wilson successfully depicts all aspects of Lawrence's strengths and accomplishments,
including his development as a literary figure and his friendships with writers and political leaders, without
either minimizing or overdramatizing his psychological and emotional weaknesses. Wilson's lucid and well-
paced prose style makes his careful research fascinating. This detailed study may be too elaborate for the
casual reader, but it will be essential for libraries with readers seriously interested in the period or the man.
- Elizabeth R. Hayford, Assoc. Colls. of the Midwest, Chicago
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley Staley:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that publication
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like reading
through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Lawrence of Arabia: The Authorized Biography of T.E. Lawrence.

Kurt Rose:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Lawrence of Arabia: The Authorized Biography of T.E. Lawrence



book is readable through you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The
writer connected with Lawrence of Arabia: The Authorized Biography of T.E. Lawrence content conveys the
thought easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it
just different by means of it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Lawrence of Arabia: The Authorized
Biography of T.E. Lawrence is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Michael Kelly:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Lawrence of Arabia: The
Authorized Biography of T.E. Lawrence, it is possible to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still
need to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't have
it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Terry Pullen:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know that
little person just like reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Amount types of books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is this Lawrence of Arabia: The Authorized
Biography of T.E. Lawrence.
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