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Leon Trotsky (1879-1940) the leader of the Russian Revolution and Stalin s
unyielding opponent remains an immensely controversial figure seventy years
after his assassination in Mexico City. In this collection of essays and lectures,
David North, an authority on Soviet history, examines the disputes surrounding
Trotsky s life and ideas and explains their contemporary relevance. Exposing
recent efforts by several British scholars to denigrate Trotsky s historical role by
falsifying history, the author insists that their aim is to forestall a resurgence of
interest in the great revolutionist at a time when millions of people are becoming
disenchanted with capitalism. The passions evoked by [Trotsky s] name testify to
the enduring significance of [his] ideas, North writes in the introduction of his
book. Arguments about Trotsky are never simply about what happened in the
past. They are just as much about what is happening in the world today, and what
is likely to happen in the future. In the first section of In Defense of Leon
Trotsky, North explores Trotsky s Theory of Permanent Revolution and insists
that it had a decisive impact on the events of October 1917, which is often
overlooked by scholars. Examining Trotsky s varying treatment at the hands of
the liberal left intelligentsia over the post-war period, North argues that shifts in
the attitude of scholars towards the Russian revolutionary have been bound up
with changes in the objective political and economic situation. He challenges
today s historians to once again turn serious and honest attention to Trotsky s life
and ideas. In the last two parts of the collection, readers will find reviews of
recent biographies of Trotsky written by Geoffrey Swain, Ian Thatcher, and
Robert Service. North demonstrates that these biographies reproduce many of the
same claims made by Stalin in order to besmirch Trotsky reputation and
undermine his political authority in the working class. Rather than shedding light
on the man and his work, these books, which are riddled with factual errors, are
part of the unrelenting campaign of vilification of which Trotsky has been the
object for decades. In Defense of Leon Trotsky contains numerous photographs
of Trotsky and family members interspersed throughout the text, as well as a
complete index.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
David North is the chairman of the international editorial board of the World Socialist Web Site. He is the
author of numerous books, articles, and lectures on questions relating to contemporary US and international
politics, European and Soviet history, and the history of the Trotskyist movement, including; The Crisis of
American Democracy; ;Marxism, History and Socialist Consciousness; Leon Trotsky and the Post-Soviet
School of Historical Falsification; and The Heritage We Defend.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Leduc:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that query above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book In Defense of Leon Trotsky. All type of
book could you see on many solutions. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Michael Carr:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for you personally but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know what one you should start with. This In Defense of
Leon Trotsky is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and need in this era.

Ryan Dewitt:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title In Defense of Leon
Trotsky suitable to you? The actual book was written by well-known writer in this era. The actual book
untitled In Defense of Leon Trotskyis a single of several books that everyone read now. This book was
inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you
ever know before. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to
comprehend the core of this publication. This book will give you a wide range of information about this
world now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.



Alexandra Dickey:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the very
best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is known as of
book In Defense of Leon Trotsky. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book,
it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about
e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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