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Therivalry between the United States and the Soviet Union intensified as Dwight
D. Eisenhower entered the White House. However, the burning question for the
vast majority of the world's population was not whether they would join the 'Free
World' or the Soviet bloc, but whether they could achieve meaningful self-
determination. Nowhere did the answer to that question loom larger than in
Africa. The Eisenhower administration's confrontation with Africa demonstrates
the significance of race in the creation and execution of American foreign policy.
In this new work, historian George White, Jr. explores the ways in which
Eisenhower diplomacy, influenced by Americas racialized fantasies, fears, and
desires, turned the Cold War into a global sanctuary for the rehabilitation of
Whiteness. In turn, American statesmen and bureaucrats justified the
undermining of democracy and freedom by stuffing the multi-faceted realities of
African aspirations and Western privileges into the straitjacket of a bi-polar
worldview. Using as its foundation American relations with Ethiopia, Ghana,
South Africa, and the Congo, Holding the Line demonstrates the power of race to
warp perception and to severely limit the parameters and possibilities of human
engagement. Holding the Line provides a fresh perspective on 1950s era U.S.
foreign relations that remain salient in American diplomacy today. Thisis a book
that will be of interest to students of American diplomatic history, Critical Race
and Whiteness studies, American studies, and international relations.
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Editorial Review

Review

An interesting and engaging exploration of the malleability of race in American culture and foreign policy
during the Eisenhower administration. George White, Jr. has helped to illuminate the pathology of the
'‘American Dilemma as it confronted the disintegration of both colonial rulein Africaand the Jim Crow
regimein American life. (Cary Fraser, Penn State University)

George White has delivered a crisp, historical analysis of the rules of 'whiteness and how those rules
undercut the promise of racial equality in the United States and the fight for political and economic
independence in Africa. Holding the Line simply deepens our understanding of how far we have not come
and why. (Carol Anderson, author of Eyes Off the Prize: The United Nations and the African American
Struggle for Human Rights, 1944-1955)

Recommended. (J. P. Dunn, Converse College CHOICE)

In his Holding the Line, George White makes an outstanding contribution to the historiography. His writing
isclear, concise, and convincing, and based on thorough research. His critical analysis of the policies toward
Africa of the Eisenhower administration joins the excellent work of other scholars such as Thomas
Borstelmann regarding the relationship between race and foreign policy. In the tradition of William
Appleman Williams, White spells out another aspect of the tragedy of American diplomacy?specificaly how
American attempts to preserve white supremacy contributed to economic instability and undermined
democracy in Africa. His discussion of the harmful effects of these policies on African women is particularly
enlightening. Thisis amust-read for anyone interested in the Cold War, relations with Africa, or the
significance of race in U.S. history. (Andrew DeRoche, Front Range Community College)

About the Author
George White, Jr. is assistant professor of history at the University of Tennessee.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Edna K opec:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Holding the Line: Race, Racism, and
American Foreign Policy Toward Africa, 1953-1961 publication written by well-known writer who really
knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written inside
good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
skepticism Holding the Line: Race, Racism, and American Foreign Policy Toward Africa, 1953-1961 as
good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. Thisis one book that can break don't ascertain
book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining
sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.



Daniel Hendrix:

Y ou may spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Holding the Line: Race, Racism, and
American Foreign Policy Toward Africa, 1953-1961 is ssmple bringing you can read it in the recreation area,
in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone.
Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Edgar Villanueva:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But almost any people fedl that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book and also novel and Holding the Line: Race, Racism, and American Foreign
Policy Toward Africa, 1953-1961 or maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you
know how the great a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or
perhaps students especially. Those publications are hel ping them to put their knowledge. In other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Holding the Line: Race, Racism, and American Foreign
Policy Toward Africa, 1953-1961 to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book
likethis.

Daryl Sanders:

Many people said that they feel weary when they reading areserve. They are directly felt the item when they
get ahalf parts of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Holding the Line: Race, Racism, and
American Foreign Policy Toward Africa, 1953-1961 to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our
own skill of reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to
make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and examining especially. It isto beinitially
opinion for you to like to start abook and learn it. Beside that the book Holding the Line: Race, Racism, and
American Foreign Policy Toward Africa, 1953-1961 can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel
alone and confuse in what must you're doing of these time.
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