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For an introductory physical geology course taught at both two- and four-year
schools. Exploring Earth takes an integrative, process approach to teaching
physical geology by presenting the traditional breadth of topics using plate
tectonics as a unifying theme. These highly respected researchers and teachers
explore the science of geology with the reader via clear, comprehensible prose
and an exceptional art program.
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Editorial Review

From the Publisher

Exploring Earth is the first introductory text to take an integrative approach to physical geology within the
framework of geologic processes. Students with little or no scientific background will gain more from this
approach because it presents the material in a more interesting context. This approach presents the richness
of the field of geology in its entirety while making the subject interesting and easier to learn. The text's
conventional table of contentsis followed by atopical table of contents, to better enable instructorsto find all
the coverage of a particular topic.

From the Back Cover

By employing plate tectonics as its central and unifying theme, Exploring Earth takes an innovative,
integrative, and process-oriented approach in presenting the traditional breadth of physical geology topics.

Exploring Earth features:

- Clear, precise prose that renders understandabl e even the most complex concepts.

- An exceptional art program devel oped by the authors.

- Engaging "Focus On" essays that tie the theory to our daily lives.

- Unique student-friendly teaching strategies (Speed Bumps, critical thinking questions, and quantitative
guestions) that promote understanding over memorization.

Student Resour ces

Exploring Earth Companion Website (www.prenhall.com/davidson). Thisinnovative on-line study guide
is tied chapter-by-chapter to the text and includes:

- Automatically graded, reportable review quizzes

- Short Answer Questions

- Critical Thinking Questions

- Annotated links to the best geology sites on the Web

Student Study Guide
This guide helpsto reinforce materials covered in the textbook and includes:

- Introduction

- Objectives

- Key Terms

- Study Questions

Ask your bookstore to order a copy far you using ISBN 0-13-018480-2.

About the Author

Jon P. Davidson received his undergraduate degree in Geology from the University of Durham and a Ph.D.
in Geology from the University of Leeds. He has held a Visiting Assistant Professorship at both Southern



Methodist University in Texas and the University of Michigan. He joined the University of California, Los
Angeles, in 1988 and taught courses in Earth Science, Historical Geology, |gneous Petrology, |sotope
Geochemistry, Volcanology, and the Regional Geology of Britain and New Zealand. In 2000 he was
appointed Chair of Earth Sciences at the University of Durham, U.K. Professor Davidson has led field trips
to the Cascades, the southwestern United States, Hawaii, New Zealand, and Britain.

In 1994 Professor Davidson received the UCLA Harriet and Charles Luckman Outstanding Teaching award,
and in 1998 he received the Wager Medal of the International Association of Volcanology and Chemistry of
the Earth's Interior. Davidson is an igneous petrol ogist and geochemist, with a keen interest in volcanology.
Hiswork focuses primarily on volcanoes in the Caribbean, the Andes, Ascension Island in the south Atlantic,
Iran, and Kamchatkain Russia. In his spare time, he enjoys travel, photography, cricket, football (both
types), and music.

Walter E. Reed received his Ph.D. in 1972 from the University of California, Berkeley and joined the faculty
of the Department of Earth and Space Sciences at the University of California, Los Angeles, in 1973. Prior to
hisarrival at UCLA, he worked in an oil company research laboratory for four years and worked for two
years for the Department of Defense on the Nuclear Test Site and at the National Reactor Test Range. He has
won two "best paper” awards, one in organic geochemistry and one (with his graduate student) in structural
geology. Professor Reed has taught continuously since arriving at UCLA, and his courses include
Introductory Geology, Sedimentology and Sedimentary Petrology, and Field Geology, spending six to eight
weeks each summer with students in the Sierra Nevadas with the latter course.

Professor Reed isafield geologist with experience throughout the western United States, the Aleutian
Islands, Spitsbergen, Norway, and Israel. His recent work focuses on California's western Transverse Ranges
and on atectonically emplaced metamorphic-plutonic complex in the Sierra Nevada Mountains. Professor
Reed's habbies include trout fishing, skiing, ice climbing, and building and riding Harley Davidson
motorcycles.

Paul M. Davisis aProfessor of Geophysics at the University of California, Los Angeles. He received his
Ph.D. in Physics at the University of Queensland, followed by postdoctoral studies at both the Institute of
Geophysics and Planetary Physics, University of Alberta and the Department of Geodesy and Geophysics at
the University of Cambridge. He joined the faculty at UCLA in 1980 and has recently served asthe Vice-
Chair and Chair of the Department of Earth and Space Sciences. He teaches Seismology and Applied
Geophysics.

Professor Davis received a Guggenheim Fellowship in 1995 to conduct research in the Department of Earth
Sciences at the University of Oxford. Upon his return to UCLA, he assumed the position of senior editor of
the American Geophysical Union Journal of Geophysical Research (Solid Earth). His research uses
geophysical experimentsto study lithospheric dynamics. He hasinstalled magnetometer arrays on volcanoes
on Kilauea, Hawaii and Washington's Mount St. Helens and has carried out seismic array studies of the
Mount Etna volcano and the Rio Grande, East African, and Baikal rifts. Professor Davis interests include
racquetball, sailing, hiking, and backpacking with his family.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jacqueline Bull:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at everywhere.



The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be consider if those
information which isinside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Exploring Earth: An Introduction to Physical Geology (2nd Edition)
as your daily resource information.

Lorri Nicholson:

Reading a book to be new life stylein this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you read a book you
can get alot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact book has a
lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have read. If
you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you want to entertain
yourself ook for afiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Exploring Earth: An
Introduction to Physical Geology (2nd Edition) offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Sharon Garon:

This Exploring Earth: An Introduction to Physical Geology (2nd Edition) is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Exploring Earth: An Introduction to Physical Geology (2nd Edition) can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire
itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yep | mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-
book form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So thereis not any in reading ae-
book especially thisone. Y ou can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So, don't miss this!
Just read this e-book sort for your better life aswell as knowledge.

Jonathan L eake:

Reserve is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book Exploring Earth: An Introduction to Physical Geology (2nd Edition) we can
consider more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must love to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change
your life with this book Exploring Earth: An Introduction to Physical Geology (2nd Edition). Y ou can more
attractive than now.
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