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The story of slavery in the colonial New World is, in part, one of rebellion. In
Jamaica, Hispaniola, Dutch Surinam and elsewhere, massive uprisings threatened
European rule. But not in British North America. Between the founding of
Jamestown in 1607 and the start of the American Revolution in 1775, the
colonies experienced only one notable revolt, on South Carolina's Stono River in
1739, and it lasted a single day. Yet, writes Peter Charles Hoffer, as brief as this
event was, historians have misunderstood it--and have thus overlooked its deeper
significance.

In Cry Liberty, Hoffer provides a deeply researched and finely nuanced narrative
of the Stono River conflict, offering uncomfortable insights into American
slavery. In particular, he draws on new sources to reexamine this one dramatic
day. According to conventional wisdom, recently imported African slaves-
warriors in spirit and training-learned of an impending war between England and
Spain. Seeking freedom from Spanish authorities, the argument runs, they
launched a well-planned uprising in order to escape to Florida. But Hoffer has
mined legislative and legal records, land surveys, and first-hand accounts to
identify precisely where the fighting began, trace the paths taken by rebels and
militia, and offer a new explanation of its causes. Far from a noble, well-crafted
revolt, he reveals, the slaves were simply breaking into a store to take what they
thought was their due, and chance events put them on a path no participant had
originally intended. The truth is a far less heroic, but far more of a human
tragedy.

Richly researched, crisply told, and unflinchingly honest, this book uncovers the
grim truth about the violent wages of slavery and sheds light on why North
America had so few slave rebellions.
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The story of slavery in the colonial New World is, in part, one of rebellion. In Jamaica, Hispaniola, Dutch
Surinam and elsewhere, massive uprisings threatened European rule. But not in British North America.
Between the founding of Jamestown in 1607 and the start of the American Revolution in 1775, the colonies
experienced only one notable revolt, on South Carolina's Stono River in 1739, and it lasted a single day. Yet,
writes Peter Charles Hoffer, as brief as this event was, historians have misunderstood it--and have thus
overlooked its deeper significance.

In Cry Liberty, Hoffer provides a deeply researched and finely nuanced narrative of the Stono River conflict,
offering uncomfortable insights into American slavery. In particular, he draws on new sources to reexamine
this one dramatic day. According to conventional wisdom, recently imported African slaves-warriors in spirit
and training-learned of an impending war between England and Spain. Seeking freedom from Spanish
authorities, the argument runs, they launched a well-planned uprising in order to escape to Florida. But
Hoffer has mined legislative and legal records, land surveys, and first-hand accounts to identify precisely
where the fighting began, trace the paths taken by rebels and militia, and offer a new explanation of its
causes. Far from a noble, well-crafted revolt, he reveals, the slaves were simply breaking into a store to take
what they thought was their due, and chance events put them on a path no participant had originally
intended. The truth is a far less heroic, but far more of a human tragedy.

Richly researched, crisply told, and unflinchingly honest, this book uncovers the grim truth about the violent
wages of slavery and sheds light on why North America had so few slave rebellions.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a smart book--smart because it forces readers to think anew about a topic that is well known to
scholars of colonial slavery, the Stono slave rebellion of 1739...Readers will come away with lots to
contemplate about the nature of slave resistance in colonial American and about the reading of fragmentary
and tantalizing evidence. It is the sort of smart book that students will love." --The Journal of Southern
History

About the Author

Peter Charles Hoffer is Distinguished Research Professor at the University of Georgia. He specializes in
early U.S. history and legal history. He is the author of numerous books, including Past Imperfect; Seven
Fires: The Urban Infernos that Reshaped American History; The Brave New World: A History of Early
America; and The Supreme Court: An Essential History.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Christopher Hairston:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or the idea for all
people in the world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above.
Every person has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book Cry Liberty: The Great
Stono River Slave Rebellion of 1739 (New Narratives in American History). All type of book is it possible to
see on many sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Carmen Flood:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you got when
the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do you ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have
read will be Cry Liberty: The Great Stono River Slave Rebellion of 1739 (New Narratives in American
History).



Daniel Caudle:

Cry Liberty: The Great Stono River Slave Rebellion of 1739 (New Narratives in American History) can be
one of your starter books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this publication
has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Cry Liberty: The Great Stono River Slave Rebellion of 1739 (New Narratives in
American History) although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest along with based
confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could
drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Cesar Benedetto:

This Cry Liberty: The Great Stono River Slave Rebellion of 1739 (New Narratives in American History) is
brand new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of
digest in reading this Cry Liberty: The Great Stono River Slave Rebellion of 1739 (New Narratives in
American History) can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy
to get simply by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I
mean in the e-book form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is
the answer. So there is no in reading a reserve especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It
should be here for you actually. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book type for your better life along with
knowledge.
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