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How and when did Americans develop their obsession with guns? Is gun-related
violence so deeply embedded in American historical experience as to be
immutable? The accepted answers to these questions are "mythology," says
Michael A. Bellesiles.

Basing his arguments on sound and prodigious research, Bellesiles makes it clear
that gun ownership was the exception--even on the frontier--until the age of
industrialization. In Colonial America the average citizen had virtually no access
to or training in the use of firearms, and the few guns that did exist were kept
under strict control. No guns were made in America until after the Revolution,
and there were few gunsmiths to keep them in repair.

Bellesiles shows that the U.S. government, almost from its inception, worked to
arm its citizens, but it met only public indifference and resistance until the 1850s,
when technological advances--such as repeating revolvers with self-contained
bullets--contributed to a surge in gun manufacturing. Finally, we see how the
soaring gun production engendered by the Civil War, and the decision to allow
soldiers to keep their weapons at the end of the conflict, transformed the gun
from a seldom-needed tool to a perceived necessity--opposing ideas that are still
at the center of the fight for and against gun control today.

Michael A. Bellesiles's research set off a chain of passionate reaction after its
publication in the Journal of American History in 1996, and Arming America is
certain to be one of the most controversial and widely read books on the subject.
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How and when did Americans develop their obsession with guns? Is gun-related violence so deeply
embedded in American historical experience as to be immutable? The accepted answers to these questions
are "mythology," says Michael A. Bellesiles.

Basing his arguments on sound and prodigious research, Bellesiles makes it clear that gun ownership was the
exception--even on the frontier--until the age of industrialization. In Colonial America the average citizen
had virtually no access to or training in the use of firearms, and the few guns that did exist were kept under
strict control. No guns were made in America until after the Revolution, and there were few gunsmiths to
keep them in repair.

Bellesiles shows that the U.S. government, almost from its inception, worked to arm its citizens, but it met
only public indifference and resistance until the 1850s, when technological advances--such as repeating
revolvers with self-contained bullets--contributed to a surge in gun manufacturing. Finally, we see how the
soaring gun production engendered by the Civil War, and the decision to allow soldiers to keep their
weapons at the end of the conflict, transformed the gun from a seldom-needed tool to a perceived necessity--
opposing ideas that are still at the center of the fight for and against gun control today.

Michael A. Bellesiles's research set off a chain of passionate reaction after its publication in the Journal of
American History in 1996, and Arming America is certain to be one of the most controversial and widely
read books on the subject.
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From reader reviews:

Leslie Babcock:

The book Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to be your best friend when
you getting pressure or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book Arming
America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You are able to know
everything if you like available and read a book Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you
think about this publication?

John McGinnis:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to fill your
personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out
look for book, may be the reserve untitled Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture can be
very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Kristine Toomey:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture your mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never
get ahead of. The Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun Culture giving you another experience
more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let
us show you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished
reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Thomas Morgan:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt it when



they get a half regions of the book. You can choose often the book Arming America: The Origins of a
National Gun Culture to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading skill
is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy you just
read it and mingle the idea about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like
to available a book and learn it. Beside that the e-book Arming America: The Origins of a National Gun
Culture can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse using what must you're
doing of that time.
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