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Lacey's world shatters when her dad iskilled in a car accident. And secretly? She
feelslikeit’ s her fault. If she hadn’t taken her own sweet time getting ready that
morning . . . well, it never would have happened. Her mom wouldn’t be a basket
case. Her brother Logan wouldn't drink. And her little brother would still have
two parents.

But life goes on even if you don't want it to. And when Lacey gets the chance to
make a difference in the lives of some people at school, she jumps at it. Making
lemonade out of lemonsis her specialty. Except she didn’t count on meeting a
guy like Sam. Or that sometimes? Lemonade can be a pretty bitter drink to
swallow.
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Lacey'sworld shatters when her dad iskilled in acar accident. And secretly? She feelslike it’s her fault. If
she hadn’t taken her own sweet time getting ready that morning . . . well, it never would have happened. Her
mom wouldn’'t be a basket case. Her brother Logan wouldn’t drink. And her little brother would still have
two parents.

But life goes on even if you don’t want it to. And when Lacey gets the chance to make a difference in the
lives of some people at school, she jumps at it. Making lemonade out of lemonsis her specialty. Except she
didn’t count on meeting a guy like Sam. Or that sometimes? Lemonade can be a pretty bitter drink to
swallow.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

A year after Lacey Mann's father dies, her family continues its downward spiral. Her older brother drinks,
her younger brother shuts down, and her mother becomes a workaholic. To counteract, Lacey earns good
grades and helps her best friend weather typical high-school dramas. Enter new student Sam Stone, who asks
Lacey out. Unfortunately, Lacey cannot tolerate another person, even cute Sam, who has “ heard about her
dad” and “knows how she feels.” Consumed with guilt and disgusted by insincere classmates, Lacey begins a
support group for students who have lost a parent. She is surprised that Sam joins the group and even more
surprised when the group helps her digointed family, but arevelation by Sam and an accident threaten to
unravel Lacey’s newfound comfort. Harmel appropriately depicts adolescent grief—full of guilt, bitterness,
and isolation—and how it strains family relationships and friendships. However, this novel lacks the literary
style and character introspection of Maureen Johnson's The Key to the Golden Firebird (2004) or Sarah
Dessen’s The Truth about Forever (2004), which tackle identical issues. Grades 7-10. --Kimberly Garnick

Review
Review, Publishers Weekly, January 18, 2010:
" [After's] lessons about family, friendship, loss, and the enduring power of love should stick with readers."

Review, Kirkus Reviews, January 15, 2010:
"The various reactions to grief depicted are real and can serve as a guide for other teen survivors and the
adultsintheir lives...[a] heartfelt story."

About the Author

Kristin Harmel is alongtime contributor to People magazine. It was while working on a People story that she
got to meet Kate Atwood, who runs Kate's Club, an organization for grieving kidsin Atlanta, which inspired
thisnovel. Kristin livesin Orlando, Florida. To learn more about Kristin, visit her at

www.Kristinharmel .com.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Shirley Parker:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein
the world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't wish
do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book After. All type of book can you see on many
resources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Jon Gonzalez:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Did you know? Many alot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

read some sort of book. It isrealy fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent
all day long to reading a e-book. The book After it is quite good to read. There are alot of people that
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to create this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQore effortlessly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book provides high quality.

Thomas Hall:

Isit an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This After can be the reply, oh how comes? A
book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this fresh erais
common hot a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Lillian Vaughn:

Asapupil exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Y eah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on
this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, waysto reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this After can make you feel more interested to read.
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