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This engaging history covers modern computing from the development of the
first electronic digital computer through the dot-com crash. The author
concentrates on five key moments of transition: the transformation of the
computer in the late 1940s from a specialized scientific instrument to a
commercial product; the emergence of small systems in the late 1960s; the
beginning of personal computing in the 1970s; the spread of networking after
1985; and, in a chapter written for this edition, the period 1995-2001. The new
material focuses on the Microsoft antitrust suit, the rise and fall of the dot-coms,
and the advent of open source software, particularly Linux. Within the
chronological narrative, the book traces several overlapping threads: the
evolution of the computer's internal design; the effect of economic trends and the
Cold War; the long-term role of IBM as a player and as a target for upstart
entrepreneurs; the growth of software from a hidden element to a major character
in the story of computing; and the recurring issue of the place of information and
computing in a democratic society. The focus is on the United States (though
Europe and Japan enter the story at crucial points), on computing per se rather
than on applications such as artificial intelligence, and on systems that were sold
commercially and installed in quantities.
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This engaging history covers modern computing from the development of the first electronic digital
computer through the dot-com crash. The author concentrates on five key moments of transition: the
transformation of the computer in the late 1940s from a specialized scientific instrument to a commercial
product; the emergence of small systems in the late 1960s; the beginning of personal computing in the 1970s;
the spread of networking after 1985; and, in a chapter written for this edition, the period 1995-2001. The new
material focuses on the Microsoft antitrust suit, the rise and fall of the dot-coms, and the advent of open
source software, particularly Linux. Within the chronological narrative, the book traces several overlapping
threads: the evolution of the computer's internal design; the effect of economic trends and the Cold War; the
long-term role of IBM as a player and as a target for upstart entrepreneurs; the growth of software from a
hidden element to a major character in the story of computing; and the recurring issue of the place of
information and computing in a democratic society. The focus is on the United States (though Europe and
Japan enter the story at crucial points), on computing per se rather than on applications such as artificial
intelligence, and on systems that were sold commercially and installed in quantities.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Frank Miller:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing for us
to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will need this A History of Modern Computing (History of Computing).

Daphne Shew:

The book A History of Modern Computing (History of Computing) make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you
getting anxiety or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make examining a book A History
of Modern Computing (History of Computing) to become your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything
if you like start and read a e-book A History of Modern Computing (History of Computing). Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about
this publication?

Robert Watts:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying A History of Modern Computing
(History of Computing) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start
looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick A History of Modern Computing (History of Computing)
become your personal starter.

Dana Richardson:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A History of Modern



Computing (History of Computing) can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are so out
of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these textbooks have than the others?
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