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Psychoanalyst, political theorist, pioneer of body therapies, prophet of the sexua
revolution?all fitting titles, but Wilhelm Reich has never been recognized as a
serious laboratory scientist, despite his experimentation with bioelectricity and
unicellular organisms. Wilhelm Reich, Biologist is an eye-opening reappraisal of
one of twentieth-century science’s most controversia figures?perhaps the only
writer whose scientific works were burned by both the Nazis and the U.S.
government. Refuting allegations of “ pseudoscience” that have long dogged
Reich’ s research, James Strick argues that Reich’s lab experiments in the mid-
1930s represented the cutting edge of light microscopy and time-lapse micro-
cinematography and deserve to be taken seriously as |legitimate scientific
contributions.

Trained in medicine and a student of Sigmund Freud, Reich took to the
laboratory to determine if Freud's concept of libido was quantitatively
measurable. His electrophysiological experiments led to his“discovery” of
microscopic vesicles (he called them “bions”), which Reich hypothesized were
instrumental in originating life from nonliving matter. Studying Reich’s
laboratory notes from recently opened archives, Strick presents a detailed
account of the bion experiments, tracing how Reich eventually concluded he had
discovered an unknown type of biological radiation he called “orgone.” The bion
experiments were foundational to Reich’s theory of cancer and later
investigations of orgone energy.

Reich’s experimental findings and interpretations were considered discredited,
but not because of shoddy lab technique, as has often been claimed. Scientific
opposition to Reich’s experiments, Strick contends, grew out of resistance to his
unorthodox sexual theories and his Marxist political leanings.
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Psychoanalyst, political theorist, pioneer of body therapies, prophet of the sexual revolution?all fitting titles,
but Wilhelm Reich has never been recognized as a serious laboratory scientist, despite his experimentation
with bioelectricity and unicellular organisms. Wilhelm Reich, Biologist is an eye-opening reappraisal of one
of twentieth-century science’ s most controversial figures?perhaps the only writer whose scientific works
were burned by both the Nazis and the U.S. government. Refuting allegations of “ pseudoscience” that have
long dogged Reich’s research, James Strick argues that Reich’s lab experiments in the mid-1930s
represented the cutting edge of light microscopy and time-1apse micro-cinematography and deserve to be
taken serioudy as legitimate scientific contributions.

Trained in medicine and a student of Sigmund Freud, Reich took to the laboratory to determine if Freud's
concept of libido was quantitatively measurable. His electrophysiological experiments led to his “discovery”
of microscopic vesicles (he called them “bions’), which Reich hypothesized were instrumental in originating
life from nonliving matter. Studying Reich’s laboratory notes from recently opened archives, Strick presents
a detailed account of the bion experiments, tracing how Reich eventually concluded he had discovered an
unknown type of biological radiation he called “orgone.” The bion experiments were foundational to Reich’s
theory of cancer and later investigations of orgone energy.

Reich’'s experimental findings and interpretations were considered discredited, but not because of shoddy lab
technique, as has often been claimed. Scientific opposition to Reich’s experiments, Strick contends, grew out
of resistance to his unorthodox sexual theories and his Marxist political leanings.
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Editorial Review

Review

Presents Reich above al as a scientist, a gifted researcher and a serious biologist... Strick’s learned and
thoroughly researched book contributes enormously not just to an understanding of Wilhelm Reich, but to
the broader milieu of European biological science in the 1920s and ’ 30s. (Paul Lerner Times Literary
Supplement 2015-12-02)

Wilhelm Reich, Biologist portrays a fascinating, unexpected episode of the interwar life sciences, and
provocatively calsfor areappraisa of Reich’slaboratory work on the basis of novel archival insight.
(Mathias Grote, Lecturer, Humboldt-Universitét zu Berlin)

Wilhelm Reich, Biologist is abold and well-researched book, with refreshingly new perspectives on afamous
and controversial scientist who continues to fascinate new audiences as a remarkable personality in the
history of science. (Havard Friis Nilsen, historian of psychoanalysis)

From the Author

A websiteis available at wilhelmreichbiologist.org for my new book Wilhelm Reich, Biologist, with some
background material, color microphotos, access to some primary source documents, etc. to accompany the
book. These will be especialy useful in technical details for any scientist who wishes to repeat the
experiments. Please visit it and examine the additional resources. -Dr. James Strick

About the Author
James E. Strick is Professor in the Department of Earth and Environment and Chair of the Program in
Science, Technology, and Society at Franklin and Marshall College.

A websiteis available at wilhelmreichbiol ogist.org to accompany this book Wilhelm Reich, Biologist, with
some background material, color microphotos, access to some primary source documents, etc. to accompany
the book. These will be especially useful in technical details for any scientist who wishes to repeat the
experiments. Please visit it and examine the additional resources.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jason Hill:

Here thing why this kind of Wilhelm Reich, Biologist are different and dependable to be yours. First of al
studying abook is good but it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food
or not. Wilhelm Reich, Biologist giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any guide
out there but there is no reserve that similar with Wilhelm Reich, Biologist. It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your method home
by train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Wilhelm Reich,
Biologist in e-book can be your substitute.



Stephanie Matias:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the concept Wilhelm Reich,
Biologist suitable to you? Often the book was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled
Wilhelm Reich, Biologistis a single of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many
men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of measuring that
you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the ssmple way, thus all of people can easily to
be aware of the core of this reserve. This book will give you awide range of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Sandra L ester:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Wilhelm Reich, Biologist reserve
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for
eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Wilhelm Reich, Biologist as good book not simply
by the cover but also by content. Thisis one e-book that can break don't judge book by itsinclude, so do you
still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already
said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Phillip Chadwick:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Wilhelm Reich, Biologist was vibrant and of
course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Wilhelm Reich, Biologist has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think
that you are the character on there. So, not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it makes you

feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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