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What choices--creative, practical, and technical--make amovie what it is? Here a
gifted writer and filmmaker takes us behind the camera and provides afull
description of the movie-making process.When John Sayles turned from writing
fiction to making movies, he did so with little help from Hollywood: Return of
the Secaucus Seven, Sayles's first movie as director and writer, was produced
with 60,000 of his own money. Many films later, he still works outside the studio
system and guides every phase of his productions.Now Sayles has written an
illuminating book about the complex choicesthat lie at the heart of every movie.
Using the making of hisfilm Matewan as an example, he offers chapters on
screenwriting, directing, editing, sound, and more. Photographs, sketches, and the
complete shooting script illustrate this engaging account of how Sayles's
curiosity about a coal miners strike in the town of Matewan, West Virginia,
became a screenplay--and then amovie.
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What choices--cresative, practical, and technical--make a movie what it is? Here a gifted writer and
filmmaker takes us behind the camera and provides afull description of the movie-making process.When
John Sayles turned from writing fiction to making movies, he did so with little help from Hollywood: Return
of the Secaucus Seven, Saylessfirst movie as director and writer, was produced with 60,000 of his own
money. Many films later, he still works outside the studio system and guides every phase of his
productions.Now Sayles has written an illuminating book about the complex choices that lie at the heart of
every movie. Using the making of hisfilm Matewan as an example, he offers chapters on screenwriting,
directing, editing, sound, and more. Photographs, sketches, and the complete shooting script illustrate this
engaging account of how Sayles's curiosity about a coal miners strike in the town of Matewan, West
Virginia, became a screenplay--and then amovie.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

A novelist, film writer and independent director explains how he conceived, wrote, casted, funded, directed,
designed, shot and edited a movie about a coal miners' strike and massacre in West Virginiain the 1920s.
Coinciding with the release of Matewan, Sayles's book provides the readerespecially the student and would-
be filmmakerwith a step-by-step account of the thinking and planning that go into developing a story idea
and transmuting it into a meaningful creation full of emotional impact. Coming from awriter of fiction, this
book is not dryly technological but rather involving and exciting. It is enhanced by details of choice, pacing,
and tension and by the inclusion of the full original film script. Photos.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Thanksto Sayles's honesty thisis arare gem of abook that actually deliversinsight after insight about the
process that transforms a script about the unionization of minersin the 1920s into afilm. Sayles carefully
|eads the reader through the writing, shooting, and editing of his new independent film based upon the
historical Matewan Massacre, explaining the coherent design philosophy that welds set design, lighting, and
music to the film's key themes. Moreover, Sayles explains how the film's editing inventively aimsto stretch
viewers beyond genre expectations. As aresult, reading the film's screenplay, which forms the second half of
the book, is unusually rewarding. An exceptional book. Marshall Deutelbaum, English Dept., Purdue Univ.,
W. Lafayette, Ind.

Copyright 1987 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"John Saylesisin aclass by himself." -- Suds Terkel

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Nathaniel Gonzalez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Thinking In Pictures: The Making Of The Movie Matewan. Try to the actual
book Thinking In Pictures. The Making Of The Movie Matewan as your close friend. It means that it can to
be your friend when you really feel aone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it
isvery fortuned for you personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know every little thing by the book. So , we heed to make new experience as well as knowledge with this
book.

Dianne Tripp:

Do you one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This Thinking In Pictures: The Making Of The Movie Matewan book is



readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. Y ou will find the information here are arrange for
enjoyable studying experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer associated with Thinking In Pictures: The Making Of The Movie Matewan content conveys prospect
easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just
different by means of it. So, do you still thinking Thinking In Pictures. The Making Of The Movie Matewan
is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Robert Stitt:

The reserve untitled Thinking In Pictures: The Making Of The Movie Matewan is the book that
recommended to you you just read. Y ou can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, hence the information that they share to you personally is
absolutely accurate. Y ou also might get the e-book of Thinking In Pictures: The Making Of The Movie
Matewan from the publisher to make you more enjoy freetime.

David Auman:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Thinking In Pictures. The Making Of The Movie Matewan can
be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.
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