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" One of the most thoughtful and honest accounts ever written by a young
Army officer confronting all thetests of life." -Bob Woodward

In this surprise bestseller, West Point grad, Rhodes scholar, Airborne Ranger,
and U. S. Army Captain Craig Mullaney recounts his unparalleled education and
the hard lessons that only war can teach. While stationed in Afghanistan, a
deadly firefight with al-Qaeda leads to the loss of one of his soldiers. Years later,
after that excruciating experience, he returns to the United States to teach future
officers at the Naval Academy. Written with unflinching honesty, thisisan
unforgettable portrait of a young soldier grappling with the weight of war while
coming to terms with what it means to be a man.
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Editorial Review

From Booklist

Y oung Captain Mullaney’ s admirable, literate autobiography, that of a veteran of combat in Afghanistan,
adds much to knowledge of the modern army and makes a valuable contribution to the ongoing debate over
what a“warrior” isthese days. Mullaney wryly recounts his years at West Point and as a Rhodes Scholar at
Oxford, then writes elogquently of infantry combat and the persistent burden of guilt for not bringing all his
men home even as he makes his account atribute to his fellow warriors. He concludes with sidelights on his
teaching post at the U.S. Naval Academy and the moving story of his younger brother’ s graduation from
West Point and subsequent passage into the ranks of the warriors himself. Almost impossible to put down for
anyone interested in the modern U.S. Army or in modern warfare in general. --Roland Green

Review

"[The Unforgiving Minute] is one man's story, warmly and credibly told, and its focusis on the idealism that
he brought to military service. In Captain Mullaney's mind there is no contradiction between loyally
following orders and intelligently wondering what purpose those orders serve.... The Unforgiving Minute
finds both suspense and pathos in the events that took place under its author's command. Its fierce climactic
battle is recreated in searing detail. But what gives this memoir itsimpact isn't the external eventsthat it
describes. It'sthe inner journey of aman who is at first eager to learn as much as he can from service and
scholarship. Later on he learns from his mistakes."

-The New York Times

"The Unforgiving Minute is awonderful, beautifully written story of the education and development of a
young soldier-scholar, the coming of age of an infantry officer, and the exercise of asmall unit leader's
responsibilitiesin atough, complex, and frustrating situation in Afghanistan. It captures particularly
eloguently and movingly the relationships among those who walk point for our nation as part of that most
elite of fraternities, the brotherhood of the close fight."

-General David Petraeus, Commander, U.S. Central Command

"Craig Mullaney's memoir is a thoughtful, introspective work reminiscent of the great British memoirs of
World War I. A thousand years from now, historians wanting to know about life in America after 9/11 would
do well to look at this book. Equally important, it is an enjoyable and honest book. Read it."

-Thomas E. Ricks, author of New York Times bestseller FIASCO: The American Military Adventurein Irag
and senior military correspondent, The Washington Post

"[Craig Mullaney] ultimately delivers far more than the boy-to-man story that he promised.... In this
extraordinary book, Mullaney has taken the trouble to look very closely, and has had the courage to discover
the limits to his own understanding. Readers will be fascinated to look over his shoulder.”

-Washington Post Book World

"Craig Mullaney has lived every kind of American life-he has been aworking- man's son, a prize scholar, a
soldier-and what's come out of it is a classic memoir about what it means to be American. By marching so
many terrains, he has covered the subjects central to every life: courage, pain, loyalty, honor, friendship, love
and the tests any good life faces, year by year, minute by minute. He has also produced a page-turner, a
brutally honest account of West Point life, the innocence-abandoned experiences of an American abroad at
Oxford, and ultimately an indelible story of life and death on the battlefield. In words his squadmates might


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

recognize, | recommend The Unforgiving Minute without any mental reservation or purpose of evasion."
-David Lipsky, contributing editor to Rolling Sone Magazine and author of the New York Times bestseller
Absolutely American

"The Unforgiving Minute is one of the most compelling memoirs yet to emerge from Americas 9/11 era.
Craig Mullaney has given us an unusually honest, funny, accessible, and vivid account of a soldier's coming
of age. Thisismore than a soldier's story; it isawork of literature."

-Steve Coll, author of the Pulitzer Prize-winning Ghost Wars and The Bin Ladens

"Former Army Capt. Craig Mullaney admits up front that, emotionally, he takes after his expressive Irish
mother, who is "incapable of stemming atear." Mullaney is less candid and perhaps unaware of histaent for
evoking emotion in others..... But The Unforgiving Minute is far from heavy and never maudlin. Mullaney's
sense of humor is obvious....It is Mullaney's clear-eyed, warm- hearted candor that elicits empathy.... This
self-effacing frankness makes his coming- of- age-in-uniform memoir a charmer.... Stunning [and)]
pertinent."

-The Army Times "The Unforgiving Minute is the ultimate's soldier's book-universal in its raw emotion and
its understanding of the larger issues of life and death. Mullaney, a master storyteller, plunges the depths of
self-doubt, endurance, and courage. The result: ariveting, suspenseful human story, beautifully told. Thisisa
book written under fire-alyrical, spellbinding tale of war, love, and courage. The Unforgiving Minuteis the
Three Cups of Tea of soldiering.”

-Ahmed Rashid, author of the New Y ork Times bestseller Taliban and Descent into Chaos

"The Unforgiving Minute is a gripping account of ayoung military officer's quest to prepare for the
unknowns of leadership under fire, and his eventual testing in Afghanistan. With unflinching candor,
Mullaney depicts his evolution from idealistic teenager to reflective veteran who retains his conviction and
patriotism once hisinnocence islost. His emational, often funny memoir takes us to the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point, through the rigors of Army Ranger school, then on to drunken debates and romance
at Oxford, where he had a Rhodes Scholarship.... The book [is] a departure from traditionally dry military
memoirs --it reads like awork of literature.... Mullaney's evolution through his intellectual and emotional
journey grips on every page; his writing contains a modesty that becomes more endearing as his
achievements mount. Thisis a classic coming-of-age memoir and a valuable insight into post-Sept. 11
conflict."

-Bloomberg.com

"Mullaney writes a great story-atrue privilege to read. Entertaining, balanced, and graceful, The Unforgiving
Minute is a powerful narrative of purpose, responsibility, courage, and personal growth. Every young man
and woman in America should read this book, and aspire to his standard of public service."

-General Wesley Clark, USA (Ret.)

"The Unforgiving Minute is a classic memoir of war and personal development. Craig Mullaney has provided
afar greater service to his nation by penning ariveting memoir that should be mandatory reading by every
junior officer who dons the military uniform."

-ARMY Magazine

"I recommend The Unforgiving Minute because it is superb and important.... Read the book and you know
the caliber of the men and women leading our troops and the troops themselves. More importantly, Craig
shows the price of service to country and the cost of sacrifices so few individuals endure in our name.”
-The Huffington Post



"Craig Mullaney has written a poignant and evocative book about the great hurdles in coming of age: love,
death, belief, and betrayal. Learning from his experience can help us face our own unforgiving minutes. |
couldn't stop reading."

-Nathaniel Fick, author of the New York Times bestseller One Bullet Away

"Insightful... This book should be read, certainly, by everyone who has aloved one who is serving in the
military, has served or might one day serve. But it also should be required reading for all Americans.... Hisis
aremarkabl e journey, recounted with unflinching honesty, thoughtful reflection, occasional humor and hard-
won wisdom.... An unusual book that combines grittily realistic accounts of war with highly educated
reflection and introspection.... If enough people read [ The Unforgiving Minute], then perhaps we as a country
would not have such a profound lack of understanding of the volunteer troops we send to fight our wars, and
of the sacrifices that they and their families make."

-Winston-Salem Journal

"One of the most thoughtful and honest accounts ever written by ayoung Army officer confronting al the
tests of life---education, love, self-knowledge, combat, and the fates of war."
-Bob Woodward

"There have been a slew of memoirs, many very go

About the Author

Craig Mullaney grew up in ablue-collar, Irish-Catholic family in Rhode Island and graduated from West
Point in 2000. An Airborne Ranger, Mullaney earned a Rhodes Scholarship to Oxford University. In 2003,
he led an infantry rifle platoon along the border between Afghanistan and Pakistan. His platoon operated
along the entire spectrum of operations—from humanitarian assistance to combat engagements against Al
Qaeda and Taliban fighters. Mullaney was later selected to join the Old Guard, the Army's elite honor guard
for Arlington National Cemetery. He served three years on the history faculty of the U.S. Naval Academy,
focusing on the history of American foreign policy. Mullaney’s military awards include the Combat
Infantryman’ s Badge, Bronze Star Medal, and Army Commendation Medal with *V” device for valor. He
was an adviser on the Obama-Biden campaign and is now a member of the President-elect's Transition
Team.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Virginia Glass:

The book untitled The Unforgiving Minute: A Soldier's Education is the reserve that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The language that
writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did alot of
investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of The Unforgiving Minute: A Soldier's Education from the
publisher to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.

Randy Hunter:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled The Unforgiving Minute: A Soldier's Education your mind will drift away trough every dimension,



wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never
get before. The The Unforgiving Minute: A Soldier's Education giving you one more experience more than
blown away your mind but also giving you useful datafor your better life within this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will probably be pleased when you are
finished examining it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Charlie Attwood:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Unforgiving Minute: A Soldier's
Education that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
behavior al over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they
react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but
for al of you who wants to always be success person. So, for all you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you are able to pick The Unforgiving Minute: A Soldier's Education become your personal
Starter.

Robert Bryant:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. So you
know that little person including reading or as looking at become their hobby. Y ou need to understand that
reading is very important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them are these claims The
Unforgiving Minute: A Soldier's Education.
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