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In this richly illustrated book, Oleg Grabar shares a veteran art historian's love
for the sheer sensuality of ornamentation. Grabar analyzes early and medieval
Islamic objects and uses this art to show how ornament in general enables a
direct, immediate encounter between viewers and art objects from any culture
and time period.
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ornamentation. Grabar analyzes early and medieval Islamic objects and uses this art to show how ornament
in general enables a direct, immediate encounter between viewers and art objects from any culture and time
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Based on the A.W. Mellon Lectures in the Fine Arts, which Grabar delivered in 1989 at the National Gallery
of Art, ornament is defined as "an agent that is not logically necessary to the perception of a visual message
but without which the process of understanding would be more difficult." Grabar examines this idea in the
context of early Islamic art, frequently drawing comparisons to Western works of art. According to the
author, four forces were important in the development of ornament: writing (i.e., calligraphy), geometry,
architecture, and nature. The book is beautifully designed, with each work amply identified, and the author's
clear, lucid style enables the reader to follow the ideas easily. The illustrations are reproduced well, although
some are less clear than they should be. But the deplorable practice of putting footnotes at the end of the
volume prevails. Recommended for scholarly collections.
- Martin Chasin, Adult Inst., Bridgeport, Ct.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"It is impossible to approach this profoundly stimulating book by Oleg Grabar without reflecting on the
strange twists of fate that the discourse of ornament has undergone in the last two centuries.... Oleg Grabar
takes up anew the challenge of using ornament to broach artistic questions."--Margaret Olin, The Art
Bulletin

"This is writing that not only rewards but requires rereading.... If The Formation of Islamic Art was the most
provocative and generously conceived book on its subject in the '70s, The Mediation of Ornament, with its
expanded frame of reference and sense of personal urgency, may well assume that status for the '90s."--
Holland Cotter, Art in America

"[Grabar's] book, written with a kindly wit and a keen intelligence, is beautifully illustrated, and itself
illustrates the role of ornament in the world."--Bostonia

"Grabar seeks to understand the transmission of meaning from visual form to interpretation: what is it that
mediates between the physical object and a viewer's understanding? He postulates that in Islamic art it is
writing, geometry and (images of) architecture and nature, which together constitute ornament. . . . [This] is
an honest statement of one scholar's personal intellectual journey. . . . Grabar's notes address intellectual
issues and often summarize the history of interpretation of key monuments."--Mesa Bulletin

"An admirable treatise ... it offers its readers an exemplary interplay of art history and aesthetics. One
receives a beautifully illustrated introduction to Islamic art, and each work earns its presence by serving to
bring a theoretical issue to life. This is cross-fertilization at its very best."--Journal of Aesthetics and Art



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Johnny Allen:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children,
there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some study before they write on their book. One of them is this The Mediation of
Ornament.

Jerry Day:

Why? Because this The Mediation of Ornament is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting
for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading this book adjacent
to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of
advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
technique. So , still want to delay having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Patrick Siemens:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but additionally novel and The Mediation of Ornament or maybe others
sources were given information for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel desire to read more
and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those publications are
helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside science guide, any other book likes The
Mediation of Ornament to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Martin Song:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or real
their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Mediation of Ornament can make you sense more interested to
read.
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