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China, the world's oldest and most populous state, remains an enigmato most
people in the West, even at atime when that country is playing an increasingly
prominent role on the international stage. At the heart of modern Chinese history
have been the efforts of the Chinese people to transform their polity into a
modern nation state, the Confucian orthodoxy into an ideology that can help
direct that process, and an agrarian economy into an industrial one. These efforts
are ongoing and of great importance.

This book is both an introduction to the major features of modern Chinese history
and aresource for researchersinterested in virtually any topic relating to the
Chinese experience of the last 220 years. This valuable reference contains:

« ahistorical narrative providing a comprehensive overview of five core aspects
of Chinese history: domestic politics, society, the economy, the world of culture
and thought, and rel ations with the outside world;

» acompendium of 250 short, descriptive articles on key figures, events, and
terms;

* aresource guide containing approximately 500 annotated entries for the most
authoritative sources for further research in English, as well as descriptions of
important films depicting modern China and a guide to electronic resources; and

« appendices, including a chronology, excerpts from key primary source
documents, and awealth of tables and graphs on demographic, social, and
economic trends.
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China, the world's oldest and most populous state, remains an enigmato most people in the West, even at a
time when that country is playing an increasingly prominent role on the international stage. At the heart of
modern Chinese history have been the efforts of the Chinese people to transform their polity into a modern
nation state, the Confucian orthodoxy into an ideology that can help direct that process, and an agrarian
economy into an industrial one. These efforts are ongoing and of great importance.

This book is both an introduction to the major features of modern Chinese history and aresource for
researchers interested in virtually any topic relating to the Chinese experience of the last 220 years. This
valuable reference contains:

« ahistorical narrative providing a comprehensive overview of five core aspects of Chinese history: domestic
palitics, society, the economy, the world of culture and thought, and relations with the outside world;

» acompendium of 250 short, descriptive articles on key figures, events, and terms,

* aresource guide containing approximately 500 annotated entries for the most authoritative sources for
further research in English, as well as descriptions of important films depicting modern China and a guide to
electronic resources; and

* appendices, including a chronology, excerpts from key primary source documents, and awealth of tables
and graphs on demographic, social, and economic trends.
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Editorial Review
Review

Schoppa's guide to Chinese history since 1770 is ashort but surprisingly useful beginner's research tool...
[his] book should be in the reference sections of high school as well as college libraries and may be useful as
atext in Chinese politics courses.

(Choice)
Review
Well indexed, understandable topics nicely covered and separated!

(MarciaWarner, PLA, "Outstanding” Rated Titles from University Press Books: Selected for Public and
Secondary School Libraries)

About the Author

R. Keith Schoppa holds the Doehler Chair in Asian History at Loyola College. He is the author of Blood
Road: The Mystery of Shen Dingyi in Revolutionary China, Xiang Lake: Nine Centuries of Chinese Life, and
Chinese Elites and Palitical Change.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jennifer Garrison:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important for all of us. The book The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History was
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The guide The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History isnot only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend
your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Columbia
Guide to Modern Chinese History. Y ou never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jackie Peters:;

The publication untitled The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History is the book that recommended to
you to learn. Y ou can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you actually. The
language that publisher use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did alot of
analysis when write the book, therefore the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. Y ou also can get the e-book of The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History from the publisher
to make you considerably more enjoy freetime.



Pauline Lipman:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Columbia Guide to Modern
Chinese History that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine
al over the world can be said as the means for people to know world better then how they react in the
direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for
al of you who wants to become success person. So, for every you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you could pick The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History become your own starter.

John Silver:

Reading a book to get new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get alarge amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, since book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what
types of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, aswell as soon. The The Columbia Guide to Modern Chinese History offer you a new experience in
reading through a book.
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