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Major John L. Plaster, athree-tour veteran of Vietnam tells the story of the
most highly classified United States covert operativesto servein thewar: The
Studies and Observations Group, code-named SOG. Comprised of volunteers
from such elite military units as the Army?s Green Berets, the USAF Air
Commandos, and Navy SEALSs, SOG agents answered directly to the Pentagon?s
Joint Chiefs, with some missions requiring approval from the White House. Now
for the first time, the dangerous assignments of this top-secret unit can at last be
revealed!
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Plaster (The Ultimate Sniper), aretired Army major, served three tours with the secretive "Studies and
Observation Group," aka SOG, during the Vietnam War-a background he has put to good use in this
authoritative and insightful ook at the now defunct commando unit. Plaster does much to illuminate both
this frequently misunderstood group and its extraordinary participants. Made up entirely of volunteers, SOG
tackled awide range of vital and dangerous duties, including missions deep into enemy territory and rescues
of downed American pilots. Special Forces veteransin particular will delight in the descriptions of America's
old tribal allies, the Montagnards of Vietnam. Specialists in poison-arrow warfare, the primitive "'Y ards,"
Plaster explains, were both fierce fighters and a constant source of wonderment to the Americans. Plaster
reveals the core of the relationship between 'Y ards and Y anks in atelling anecdote in which two Green
Berets win over avillage chieftain with the help of some pipes and two cans of Prince Albert tobacco.
Elsewhere, on amore somber note, Plaster sheds light on part of the ongoing mystery of POWs and MIAsin
Southeast Asia. The secretive nature of SOG, he writes, was such that its members were accounted for viaa
"double bookkeeping" system. The method "proved so confounding that the Pentagon had understated
casualties, afact that became evident when families of MIAs demanded more information.” A trueinsider's
account, this eye-opening report will leave readers feeling asif they've been given a hot scoop on a highly
classified project. Photos not seen by PW. Military Book Club main selection.

Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

For all the negative imagery attached to Americans who served in Vietnam, an unbiased and sober review of
the historical accounts reveals an astonishing record of valor and sacrifice. Largely unknown outside of
military circles, the Studies and Observation Group (SOG) was aU.S. Specia Forces detachment formed to
penetrate the Ho Chi Minh Trail and to rescue downed airmen. Plaster (Ultimate Sniper, Paladin, 1993), a
veteran of three tours of duty with SOG, has written the most complete account of the missionsto date.
Together with their Montagnard and Nung alies, these small-raiding, observation, and rescue parties were
inserted within enemy strongholds on uniformly perilous missions. Always outnumbered, SOG volunteers
suffered catastrophic casualty rates. They also earned ten Congressional Medals of Honor. Written as a
tribute to the memory of fallen comrades, Plaster's narrative is an engrossing and thoroughly exciting
account of this unknown aspect of the Vietnam War. Highly recommended for academic and public
libraries.?John R. Vallely, Siena Call. Lib., Loudonville, N.Y.

Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Retired Special Forces officer Plaster tells the story of the study and observation group, or SOG, that, during
the Vietnam War, controlled Special Forces cross-border reconnaissance missions, "black” propaganda (i.e.,
propaganda whose source is concealed), and the infiltration of agentsinto North Vietham. SOG-Vietnam
members suffered casualties exceeding 100 percent (i.e., the same persons were wounded more than once),
won seven Medals of Honor and countless other decorations, and did a heroic share of the work of
mobilizing and training the Montagnards; the group may well have been, overall, the single most effective
unit of its sizein the American war effort. Plaster has used his own experiences, the experiences of a virtual
who's who of other special-ops veterans, and extensive published sourcesto cover everything from how to
booby-trap a pornographic poster to the tactics of afirefight deep in Laos and without hope of air support.
Some of the achievements he limns would be rejected by the editors of action-filled war novels, but it istime


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

that they--and the men, living and dead, who performed them--are properly chronicled. An indispensable
addition for Vietnam and specia-warfare collections. Roland Green

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Roxanne Harr el son:

The book Sog: The Secret Wars of America's Commandos in Vietham make you feel enjoy for your spare
time. Y ou should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can for being your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Sog: The
Secret Wars of America's Commandos in Vietnam to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about afew or al subjects. Y ou could know everything
if you like start and read a guide Sog: The Secret Wars of Americal's Commandos in Vietnam. Kinds of book
are several. It meansthat, science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about
this guide?

Jerry Orosco:

The book Sog: The Secret Wars of America's Commandos in Vietham can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a book
Sog: The Secret Wars of America's Commandos in Vietnam? Wide variety you have adifferent opinion
about book. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try
to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it
ispossibleto share al of these. Book Sog: The Secret Wars of America's Commandosin Vietnam has simple
shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by
available and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Mildred Lyons:

The book untitled Sog: The Secret Wars of Americas Commandosin Vietnam contain alot of information
on theidea. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very clear to see al the people,
so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author will
bring you in the new period of time of literary works. Y ou can read this book because you can please read on
your smart phone, or model, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the
e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Marcia Marshall:

Beside thiskind of Sog: The Secret Wars of America's Commandosin Vietnam in your phone, it may give
you away to get closer to the new knowledge or information. The information and the knowledge you will
got hereisfresh from oven so don't become worry if you feel like an old people livein narrow village. It is
good thing to have Sog: The Secret Wars of America's Commandos in Vietnam because this book offers for
your requirements readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you rarely get what it'sinteresting



features of. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this
book and also read it from currently!
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