Modem and Contemponary Poety and Poctics.

RONALD JOHNSON'S

MODERNIST COLLAGE POETRY

Ross Hair

The Byes have it,

®.

s

Ronald Johnson’s Modernist Collage Poetry
(Modern and Contemporary Poetry and
Poetics)

By R. Hair

Read Online ©

Ronald Johnson’s M ader nist Collage Poetry (M odern and Contemporary
Poetry and Poetics) By R. Hair

Using acritical examination of the collage poetics of Ronald Johnson, this book
sets out to understand Johnson's poetry in the context of the "New American”
collage tradition, stretching from Ezra Pound to Louis Zukofsky and beyond.
Additionally, the book assesses Johnson's work in relation to wider questions
concerning literary chronologies, especialy the discontinuities commonly seen to
exist between nineteenth-century Romantic and twentieth-century modernist
literary forms.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Whitman's famous injunction - 'To have great poets, there must be great audiences - can usefully be
modified to say, 'Great poets require agreat reader.' In this groundbreaking new book, Ross Hair proves
himself to be the great reader Ronald Johnson's work has needed: someone to connect and synthesize the
different traditions Johnson availed in creating his powerful poetry - from the Transcendentalists, to Pound
and the Modernists, to concrete and visual poetries from mid-century - all the while alerting us to the central
creative principle that drives Johnson's work. Namely, arecovery of an Edenic innocence enabled by
unironic acts of assemblage and vision, where beauty and pleasure are the desired goals. Johnson was one of
our finest visionary poets; Hair'sillumination of Johnson's 'ocularcentric concerns shows us why, especially
in the ways 'ocular' is transformed into ‘oracular’ in Johnson's generative poetics. Hair's sense of Johnson's
work isaskeen asit is profound; his readings of Johnson's work - especially of Johnson's major long works,
including his masterpiece ARK - are invaluable for seasoned and uninitiated readers alike. Ronald Johnson's
Modernist Collage Poetry will take its place as the Thoreauvian cornerstone for all subsequent
understandings of Johnson's poetry." - Peter O'Leary, executor for the literary estate of Ronald Johnson,
author of Gilding the Buddha: My Apprenticeship with Ronald Johnson

"In Ronald Johnson's Madernist Collage Poetry, the first book-length study of Johnson's work, Ross Hair
ably demonstrates that Johnson's poetry 'proposes innocence as an epistemological condition, denoting away
of experiencing and responding to the world of events without prescription.' A visionary bricoleur and direct
heir of the American Transcendentalists, Johnson brilliantly appropriated and revised the revolutionary
principles of his modernist precursors (Pound, Williams, Moore, Zukofsky, Olson . . .), producing one
generous vernacular masterpiece after another. Exploring archival materials, analyzing intertextual relations,
and closely reading Radi os, The Book of the Green Man, and most importantly, ARK, Hair shows both new
readers and those familiar with the work why Johnson is one of the most important poets of the second half
of the twentieth century: an invaluable contribution to our understanding of contemporary American poetry."
- Norman Finkelstein, Professor of English, Xavier University and author of On Mount Vision: Forms of the
Sacred In Contemporary American Poetry

"'The test of poetry,’ Louis Zukofsky once wrote, 'isthe range of pleasure it affords as sight, sound, and
intellection.' Page after page, Ronald Johnson's poetry passes that test with flying colors, and Ross Hair's
new study shows how. Exploring the poet's relationships with Transcendentalism, the modernism of Pound,
Olson, Zukofsky, and Moore, and with his poetic contemporaries, from Guy Davenport and the Language
Poets to British authors Thomas A. Clark and Geoffrey Grigson, this book invites us to rethink the story of
American poetry since the 1960s, putting Johnson and his collage poetics center stage. Hair's sharp eye and
attentive ear serve him well in deft close readings and in fresh archival discoveries (Harold Bloom was a
fan? Who knew?), and he gives an illuminating, poignant account of the poet's occlusion in the 1980s and
1990s, as critical fashion passed him by. That time in shadow has passed, this groundbreaking book suggests.
| am glad and grateful to seeit." - Eric Murphy Selinger, co-editor of Ronald Johnson: Life and Works

About the Author

Ross Hair isLecturer in English at the University of Portsmouth.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Cheryl Cooley:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Try
and pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its deal with may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic
asin the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Ronald Johnson's Modernist Collage Poetry
(Modern and Contemporary Poetry and Poetics) why because the excellent cover that make you consider
concerning the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the
outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Kevin Lemon:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find e-book that need
more time to be read. Ronald Johnson’s Modernist Collage Poetry (Modern and Contemporary Poetry and
Poetics) can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short free time problems.

Michelle Mills:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to shell out your whole day by looking at a book.
Ugh, yathink reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It al right
you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Ronald Johnson's
Modernist Collage Poetry (Modern and Contemporary Poetry and Poetics) which is getting the e-book
version. So, why not try out this book? Let's view.

Lucia Stevenson:

Asauniversity student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictureson there. Yeah, it isto become complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many waysto reach
Chinese's country. Therefore, this Ronald Johnson’s Modernist Collage Poetry (Modern and Contemporary
Poetry and Poetics) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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