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"Globalization" has become a popular buzzword for explaining today's world.
The expression achieved terminological stardom in the 1990s and was soon
embraced by the general public and integrated into numerous languages.

But is this much-discussed phenomenon really an invention of modern times? In
this work, Jürgen Osterhammel and Niels Petersson make the case that
globalization is not so new, after all. Arguing that the world did not turn "global"
overnight, the book traces the emergence of globalization over the past seven or
eight centuries. In fact, the authors write, the phenomenon can be traced back to
early modern large-scale trading, for example, the silk trade between China and
the Mediterranean region, the shipping routes between the Arabian Peninsula and
India, and the more frequently traveled caravan routes of the Near East and North
Africa--all conduits for people, goods, coins, artwork, and ideas.

Osterhammel and Petersson argue that the period from 1750 to 1880--an era
characterized by the development of free trade and the long-distance impact of
the industrial revolution--represented an important phase in the globalization
phenomenon. Moreover, they demonstrate how globalization in the mid-
twentieth century opened up the prospect of global destruction though nuclear
war and ecological catastrophe. In the end, the authors write, today's
globalization is part of a long-running transformation and has not ushered in a
"global age" radically different from anything that came before.

This book will appeal to historians, economists, and anyone in the social sciences
who is interested in the historical emergence of globalization.
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"Globalization" has become a popular buzzword for explaining today's world. The expression achieved
terminological stardom in the 1990s and was soon embraced by the general public and integrated into
numerous languages.

But is this much-discussed phenomenon really an invention of modern times? In this work, Jürgen
Osterhammel and Niels Petersson make the case that globalization is not so new, after all. Arguing that the
world did not turn "global" overnight, the book traces the emergence of globalization over the past seven or
eight centuries. In fact, the authors write, the phenomenon can be traced back to early modern large-scale
trading, for example, the silk trade between China and the Mediterranean region, the shipping routes between
the Arabian Peninsula and India, and the more frequently traveled caravan routes of the Near East and North
Africa--all conduits for people, goods, coins, artwork, and ideas.

Osterhammel and Petersson argue that the period from 1750 to 1880--an era characterized by the
development of free trade and the long-distance impact of the industrial revolution--represented an important
phase in the globalization phenomenon. Moreover, they demonstrate how globalization in the mid-twentieth
century opened up the prospect of global destruction though nuclear war and ecological catastrophe. In the
end, the authors write, today's globalization is part of a long-running transformation and has not ushered in a
"global age" radically different from anything that came before.

This book will appeal to historians, economists, and anyone in the social sciences who is interested in the
historical emergence of globalization.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
If globalization represents a "new historical epoch," it must, as this text asserts, have its origins in a history
extending much further back than the recent past. With this concise and insightful work, Osterhammel and
Peterson, who both teach history at the University of Konstanz, seek to provide a brief account of just that
history. With analytical precision, they trace the evolution of globalization from its "prehistory" in pre-
modern civilization to its possible "golden age" in the mid-1970s. Their analysis emphasizes economic
developments over cultural and political events. When they discuss the "double" French and Industrial
revolutions of the late 18th century, for example, they focus decidedly on the latter; similarly, their narrative
of the early Cold War spends a great deal of time on the rise and fall of the Bretton Woods agreement yet
only briefly mentions the Korean War. Still, given the authors' belief that globalization represents the
increasing power of the market over the nation-state, that bias is largely understandable. While the book is
dense and academic-one can easily imagine college students taking notes on it in a library-it offers a
compelling historical introduction to a contentious and significant concept.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

Jürgen Osterhammel, Winner of the 2012 Gerda Henkel Prize, of the Gerda Henkel Foundation

"Jürgen Osterhammel and Niels P. Petersson argue that . . . globalization has been long under way. While
civilizations have always interacted, the stability and scale of western Europe's post-Columbian global
networks of trade, migration, and cultural exchange differed qualitatively enough to count as the first
stirrings of a globalization that continues to this day."--Choice

"[Globalization] stands out in the proliferation of textbooks and surveys on world history and globalization.
It is a concise and, especially noteworthy, a precise essay on the time and place of globalization. . . . [T]his is
a quick and intelligent little book."--Michael Geyer, H-Net

"[Osterhammel and Petersson] have produced a short and extremely helpful introduction to the history of
globalization. . . . [The book] rightly tries to reach far beyond the more narrow confines of economic history
. . . [to] draw on migration history, the history of slavery and of empires, and . . . international relations
theory."--Harold James, International History Review

"This brief book provides an easy-to-read, well-organized addition to the globalization debate that offers a
cogent analysis of the macroprocess by elucidating the long and uneven global developments that have
brought us to the current era."--Colin Rowan, Journal of World History



"In this crisp account, two historians examine the long roots of globalization. . . . Scholars of world history
will gain a great deal from this lucid, jargon-free analysis of globalization that is in many ways a most
welcomed update of William H. McNeill's The Global Condition."--The Historian

"This excellent short book by German historians Jürgen Osterhammel and Niels P. Peteresson provides a
fascinating, accessible sketch of the development of globalization. The authors bridge the gap between
academic historians and general readers."--getAbstract

From the Inside Flap
"Two German historians have very successfully put the phenomenon of globalization into historical
perspective--and they are highly qualified to do so. There is no volume of similar length that brings together
the historical experience of growing globalization so clearly and helpfully. An illuminating analysis for
anyone interested in the current debate on this question."--V. R. Berghahn, Columbia University

"Full of original insights, this is the best introduction to global history on the market today. In little more
than 100 pages, it aptly introduces readers to the big themes and questions that arise from global perspectives
on the past. If you want to find out what the history of globalization is all about, and how globalization
changes our view of the human past, read this book."--Sven Beckert, Harvard University

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Norman Eiland:

The book Globalization: A Short History can give more knowledge and information about everything you
want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book Globalization: A Short History? A number of you
have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is
absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that,
you are able to give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Globalization: A Short History
has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appearance the
enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Rosemary Taylor:

Here thing why this kind of Globalization: A Short History are different and trusted to be yours. First of all
looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as
food or not. Globalization: A Short History giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find
any e-book out there but there is no book that similar with Globalization: A Short History. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is probably can be
happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your approach home by
train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of Globalization: A
Short History in e-book can be your choice.



Janie Williams:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds
of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Globalization: A Short History will give you new experience in
reading a book.

William Harris:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Globalization: A Short History can make you feel more
interested to read.
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